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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Term 2 2020 

Monday 15th June – 

School Photos 

Wednesday 17th June – 

Yr. 12 P/T Interviews  

Friday 19th June – 

Solemnity of the Most 

Sacred Heart.  

Friday 26th June – Last 

Day of Term 2 

Term 3 2020 

Tuesday 21st July – First 

Day of Term 3 

Saturday 22nd August – 

Gala Dinner 

Friday 4th September- 

SMMC Athletics Day 

 

Thursday 24th September 

– Year 12 Breakfast  

Thursday 24th September 

– Year 12 Retreat  

Friday 25th September – 

Last Day of Term 3, 

Whole School Mass 

Friday 25th September – 

Year 12 Assembly and 

Last Day  

Dear parents, 
 

 

The Australian poet, CJ Dennis died three 
weeks after my own father was born, in June 
1938; a fact I would not have known had it not 
been for our Year 5 students. 
  
Year 5s have been working assiduously on 
their poetry unit, memorizing and brilliantly 
performing, Hist by CJ Dennis. 
  
If memorisation has become a lost art in most 
educational settings, it is making a long-over-
due and most welcome come back at St Mary 
MacKillop College. 
  
Some think that memorisation is mindless 
parroting, but the intellect remembers so that 
wisdom may enter one’s heart. So when the 
Year 5 students recited their poem, they not 
only informed my intellect, they touched my 
heart. Thank you Year 5s and their teachers 
Mrs Ryan and Mrs McFarlane. 
  
Warm regards, 
Ian 
 

Year 12 Parent Teacher Interviews  

We will be holding year 12 Parent Teacher 

Interviews in the College hall on Wednesday 

17th June, from 5:30 – 6:30pm. This is a great 

opportunity for Year 12 parents to catch up with 

our teaching staff to discuss their child’s 

progress and to raise any concerns. 

Appointments are not necessary.  

 

A Little Reminder – Unwell Children  

For the health and wellbeing of our students, 

teachers and families who attend SMMC, we 

ask that children who are unwell please be kept 

home until they have recovered.  Due to the 

current pandemic, any students who present 

with cold or flu symptoms at school will be sent 

home.  

 

If your child/children are away for any reason, 

please remember to lodge an absence through 

your PAM account by 10:30am on the day of 

absence.  

 
 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 
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School Photos 

This coming Monday 15th June is school photo 

day! Students are to be neatly dressed in full 

winter uniform, including jumpers and  

blazers. Thank you to all families who have 

already returned their  

photo orders and  

payment. We will  

accept orders until  

the end of this term 

only as the photo  

orders will be processed 

during the term break.  Thank you. 

 
Friday Mass Is Back! 

Due to the lifting of some COVID-19 

restrictions, small groups of students have had 

the opportunity to attend Friday morning Mass 

last week and today. Parents are welcome to 

attend Mass but are asked to please keep in 

mind the current Government social distancing 

and group number rules and guidelines. 

 

Student Pick Up  

A friendly reminder that students are to remain 

inside the school gate after school until a 

parent/guardian arrives to collect them. For 

student’s safety, we ask that parents please 

come to the small gate to collect their child/ren.  

Students are not to be left in the carpark 

unattended at any time. The teacher on duty 

will supervise students crossing the road, when 

walking or riding home.  

 

Please also make note that all students should 

be collected by 3:40pm, as no staff are on duty 

at the gate after this time. Please contact the 

school office if you will be running late to pick 

up your child/ren. Thank you. 

 

Week 7, Term 2, 2020 

Friday 12th June  

Congratulations!  

Congratulations to Gary and Tahlia 

Carcarello on the safe arrival of Pascal. 

May God continue to bless and watch over 

your family. 
 

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner – Dr Magdalene Kaur  

Nature Poems 

 

Composed by Year 7 Students 

For their English studies. 



 

 

      LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN  

                 FAMILY LIFE 

 

 

 
 
 

In this busy day and age is Sunday just like any other day? 
 
 
For us as Catholic families, Sunday is not an ordinary day. It is the day our Divine Lord rose from the dead. 
As the church insists on us going to Mass on Sunday by making it a precept of the church, we have a duty 
as parents to make Sunday a holy day every week in our home and family life. 
 
Society has changed a lot in the last few decades. Twenty years ago all of the shops were closed on Sundays 
and very little was open after midday on Saturday. Fifty years ago nearly everybody went to church on 
Sundays, Catholics and Protestants alike. Now with Sunday trading, people can go shopping seven days a 
week. Before the second world war Sunday trading was common and quickly went out when there was a 
labour shortage during the war. It is only relatively recently that it has crept back in again. Some people such 
as nurses and those working in essential services may have to work on  Sundays. The rest of us don't and 
we need to reclaim the Sabbath as a day of rest. By us teaching our children to hold firm to Sundays being 
a holy day we can work towards turning the tide back again. 
 
A Jesuit priest Fr J.A. Hardon who wrote “The Catholic Family in the Modern World” lists key features Catholic 
families need to adopt to remain unified and strong in this modern world. One key feature is that family 
members should worship together. By going to Mass and the sacraments regularly as a family we teach the 
children about their faith and show by example how to practice it. In the same way, children need to be taught 
to brush their teeth every day they also need to be taught to frequent Mass and confession. It may not seem 
so important when they are only three or four but try convincing a sixteen year old they need to go to Mass 
and Confession if you have not laid the ground work! 
 
Another point Fr Hardon sees as vital to family life is that family members should relax together. 
Taking Sunday out as a day to spend together helps promote family unity. Activities such as picnics, bush 
walking or family board games create memories of joy-filled family time for children to draw upon later in life. 
For our family on Sundays we usually take time to have slow Sunday lunches together with the children 
getting involved in helping out with the cooking. 
 
Some Catholic families have jealously guarded their Sundays, as their children have grown older. They have 
encouraged their children to set aside Sunday to do family and not separate things. When one teenager 
wanted to work at McDonald's flipping hamburgers, he told his employer right at the start he wasn't allowed 
to work on Sundays. The management respected his request and he never had any regrets. 
 
Keep Sunday as a holy day and a family day. The firmer the Christian foundation of our family and the better 
society will be for it now and into the future. 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Virtue for the Month of June - Gratitude 

 

Gratitude- the virtue of seeing everything as a gift and being grateful 

Parenting Tips to promote the virtue of gratitude in the home. 

(from https://www.nashvilledominican.org/) 
 
 
 
Grades K-3 Saint for the Month- Francis of Assisi 

 Before going to bed at night encourage children to thank God for ten things he gave you that day. 

 Remind children today ‘thank you” to God every time they see something beautiful. 

 Encourage children to say ‘thank you” whenever someone gives them something. 

 Have children write a thank you note to some one who helps them.   

 Take a nature walk with your family. Look at God’s creation big and small and thank Him for each one.  
 
Grades 4-6 Saint for the Month- Saint Jill Billiart 

 Before going to bed at night encourage children to thank God for ten things he gave you that day. 

 Whenever someone gives someone a compliment, encourage them to humbly accept it. Then remind 
them to thank God in their heart for all of his gifts. 

 Start a gratitude journal: throughout the day encourage children to jot down things for which they are 
grateful. 

 Encourage children to think of a person/thing/situation that they may be taking for granted and work on 
ways to express gratitude in this area. 

 When making meals this month promote gratitude to God and for the hard work that brought that food to 
the table. For example, if you eat bread, thank God fro growing the grain, for the farmer who harvested 
it, the miller who ground it etc. 

 
Grades 7-10 Saint for the Month- Saint Josemaria Escriva ( to do themselves) 

 Each time you pray, before asking God for things, pause to tell Him three things for which you are grateful. 

 With a friend, think of one person/thing/situation that you think you might be taking for granted. Make a 
goal of expressing gratitude for this. It may be a thankful prayer or a direct, “thankyou” to the person. 

 Discuss with a friend different ways that a person can show gratitude. Come up with ways to show 
gratitude as well as saying, ‘thank you”. 

 Make a “no complaining” pact with your friends. Each time you catch them complaining, they have to say 
three things for which they are grateful. 

 Have a contest to see which of your friends can say, “thank you” to the most teachers/parents during the 
day- only the earnest ones count!   

 
 
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for what He is sending us 

every day in His goodness.” 
– St. Gianna Beretta Molla 

In Gratitude 

Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us to each other in the human family. Thank you for being 
with us in all our joys and sorrows, for your comfort in our sadness, your companionship in our loneliness. 
Thank you for yesterday, today, tomorrow and for the whole of our lives. Thank you for friends, for health and 
for grace. May we live this and every day conscious of all that has been given to us. 

From The Catholic Prayer Book, compiled by Msgr. Michael Buckley 

https://www.nashvilledominican.org/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6985
http://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/the-catholic-prayer-book-1

