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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Term 2 2020 

Monday 25th May – Feast 

of Our Lady Help of 

Christians 

Monday 8th June – 

Queens Birthday, Public 

Holiday  

Thursday 18th June – 

11/12 Tertiary Event  

Friday 19th June – 

Solemnity of the most 

Sacred Heart.  

Friday 26th June – Last 

Day of Term 2 

Term 3 2020 

Monday 20th July – First 

Day of Term 3 

Saturday 22nd August – 

Gala Dinner 

Friday 4th September- 

SMMC Athletics Day 

Friday 25th September – 

Last Day of Term 3 

Dear parents, 

 

Footballers “fly the flag” for their team, 

especially when teammates need their 

support. Their actions demonstrate loyalty to a 

particular identity. On Monday 11 May, staff 

and students gathered to fly SMMC’s new 

flags.  

 

Though less combative than the footballers, 

the blessing and raising of Australian, Holy See 

and NSW flags reminds us of who we are: 

Catholic Australians living in NSW. 

 

Faith in Jesus Christ has brought us together 

and continues to unite us. Thanks be to God, 

the first post-Coronavirus public Mass was 

celebrated this morning at St Mary’s Church, 

Jindera. The priests of our parish have 

managed the liturgical and sacramental 

restrictions impeccably, maintaining a 

presence at SMMC throughout. May this first 

Mass be a sign of our return to full participation 

in the mysteries of our faith. 

 

Warm regards, 

Ian Smith 

Principal 

 

School Citizenship Awards 

Those who live in the Greater Hume Council 

area will notice that Patrick Byrnes is pictured 

on page 6 of the council’s current newsletter. 

Patrick and Filomena Peoples, a 2019 SMMC 

graduate, both received a School Citizenship 

Award at a council ceremony on Australia Day. 

We would like to congratulate them both as 

well as all other students who received an 

award on the day. 

 

Staff Directory 

Attached is an updated staff directory listing 

staff email addresses. If you have any 

academic concerns or would like to contact 

your child’s teacher for any reason, please 

email them directly.  

 

 

 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 

Newsletter 

 

  Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au   Phone: (02) 6045 9422    Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 

197 Urana Street Jindera, NSW, 2642 

COVID-19 Precautions 

We would like to remind everyone that we still 

have enhanced hygiene practices in place at 

the college.  This includes regular hand 

washing, the use of hand sanitizer, sneezing 

and coughing into the elbow, and not sharing 

food.  We also ask parents to please keep 

children who are unwell at home.  Thank you. 

 

Blessing of the Flag Poles 

Three new flagpoles, donated by our 2019 year 

12 graduates, have recently been installed on 

the school grounds.  On Monday we held an 

outdoor assembly where Father Murphy was 

kind enough to bless the new flags and poles.  

The flags were raised by our two school 

captains, Tom Irwin and Rachel Perry as well 

as 2019 graduate Mr Tom Van Der Horst. A 

photo page has been attached. 

 

Lost Property Clear Out (including platters 

and baking trays) 

We will soon be having a lost property clear 

out.  We ask families to please check for any 

missing items in the lost property baskets 

located near the hall toilets as we would prefer 

items to be reunited with their rightful owners.  

There is also a number of containers, plates, 

baking trays etc. left behind from school social 

functions. The items are laid out on a table in 

the Hall. Please have a look to see if any 

belong to your family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11&12 Reports  

Interim Year 11 reports and mid-course Year 

12 subject reports have been mailed home to 

parents. Reports for K-10 students will be 

mailed at the end of the term. 

 

 

 

Week 3, Term 2, 2020 

Friday 15th May  

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Nathan Dodd 

For Mother's Day this year, the Years 5s and 6s completed a beautiful 

painting of flowers on a piece of timber. Mrs Janet Smith led the 

classes in prayerfully completing these rustic artworks. I'm sure you'll 

all agree that the love these students have for their mothers is really 

captured in the paintings. Wishing all our mothers in the community a 

very happy Mother's Day! 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Mark and Verity Lewry on the safe arrival of Angus 

William, And to Jason and Carmon Price on the arrival of their little girl.  May God 

continue to bless and watch over your families. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Hobby 
 
Last term the Year 8 students had a go at 
cross stitch and building two K’NEX projects 
as part of their Hobby classes. 
The girls are still in the process of completing 
their cross stitch projects, working diligently 
with stupendous focus.  
The boys worked tremendously by helping 
each other out and working as a team on the 
K’NEX projects, navigating independently 
through the cryptic instructions. They built a 
Ferris Wheel and then completed the show-
stopping Big Ball Factory! (the nearly exact 
model given to Mr Couture at 10 years of age 
for Christmas – which, of course, in no way 
affected this nostalgic project choice).    
 
To see the K’NEX creations in operation 
visit: smmc.nsw.edu.au/img_1520/ and smm
c.nsw.edu.au/img_2004/ 
 

3/4 Art Class – Kite Making 

 

It has been an absolute pleasure to have 

so many students returning with so much 

enthusiasm! In creative arts students in 

years 3 and 4 designed and decorated 

kites. The kites were made of reusable 

plastic bags and skewers. Students 

tested their kite creations out on the 

playground and, to their delight, they all 

flew well!  
 

http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/img_1520/
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/img_2004/
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/img_2004/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Flag Poles 



 

      LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN  

                 FAMILY LIFE 

 

 

 
 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families -A Catholic perspective 
 
Habit One – “Begin with the End in Mind” 
Stephen Covey, a Mormon father of nine, is world famous for his works on the 'Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People”. He went on to produce a book that applied these seven “habits” to families. So what has 
a book written by a Mormon have to do with Catholics? Well although not Catholic, the message is still God 
centred and virtue based. With these last two points in mind let's see what it has to offer Catholics. 
 
Before launching into the first “habit”, Covey explains that anything worthwhile in life takes a lot of hard 
work and patience. Like Winston Churchill we should, “never, never, never give up”. Covey uses a beautiful 
image of the Chinese bamboo tree that for the first four years of its life puts down roots and has practically 
no foliage. In the fifth year following this “hidden growth” the bamboo tree grows up to eighty feet tall. 
Family life can be like that, where it takes a long time of daily grind in patiently loving and caring for your 
children before any real signs of progress appear. James Stenson says that for teenagers in particular the 
last place they show any virtue is in the home! Stephen Covey reminds parents that parenting, working for 
the good of your family, is worthwhile. We as parents do not work with marble or clay or some other 
perishable material. We work with our children, helping them to reach their greatest potential in this life and 
that their souls “shine like the stars” for all eternity in the next. Like any great project in life we have to 
“begin with the end in mind”, that we are working towards the sanctification of our children and our spouse 
and in so doing, we sanctify ourselves.   
 
Habit Two – “Be Proactive” 
Stephen Covey reminds us that we have the freedom to choose how to act in any given situation. “Between 
stimulus and response, there is a space. In that space lies our freedom and power to choose our response. 
In our response lies our growth and our happiness.” To be proactive means to decide consciously to act on 
“principles and values” rather than just responding to our emotion. It means making a choice to behave in 
particular ways and resist the temptation to just say, act and do whatever you feel like. He tells the story of 
a woman who worked in hospitality in a big hotel where the policy of the establishment was to always be 
polite and well mannered, treating their customers like 'royalty’. The woman found the customers 
responded so well to their red carpet treatment that she began making an effort to behave like that in her 
home when interacting with her family, lifting the whole tone of family interaction from negative to positive. 
To be proactive means to be an agent for change, changing firstly yourself and doing it on a day to day 
basis thus making it a habit. 
 
To be proactive means to change the world you live in. We all only have a limited “circle of influence”, 
meaning those people around us who we may have some influence on. Our immediate family, extended 
family, friends, relations and people you work with or come across in your everyday life. Covey speaks of 
four unique human gifts: self-awareness; conscience; imagination; and independent will. Self-awareness is 
knowing yourself, your limitations and what you are capable of. It also means knowing that one of your 
children may really rub you up the wrong way and deciding to be careful not to lash out, but act in some 
positive way, giving a physical or verbal hug.  Conscience is knowing right from wrong. It is knowing that 
children are a gift from God and should be treated with love and respect. Imagination is that gift that 
enables us to come up with creative ways to show love, such as filling a child's bedroom with helium 
balloons secretly before they wake up, or just taking someone for a walk with you. Independent will is the 
ability to choose to behave and act in certain ways. It is knowing that we have that freedom to act and to 
make conscious acts of the will to choose our actions. An example of this would be deciding to spread the 
message of Christ's love by our acts of loving kindness. Kindness is love in action. 
 
As Catholics, we know that a virtue is a good habit, so begin today to be proactive in fostering good habits 
in yourself and your family. 


