
 

 

Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Well the end of the semester is here. Whilst being a very 
busy time, I have really enjoyed reading through all your 
children’s reports over the past couple of weeks. There is 
some excellent learning occurring throughout the school 
and I am very proud of the achievements of all our students 
and the wonderful dedication of our teaching staff. 
Everyone now gets a chance to rest up for three weeks 
before coming back ready for a big second semester of 
learning. 
 
Reports and Parent/Teacher Interviews 
A huge thank you to all the teachers who have worked 
tirelessly towards the end of term to complete 
assessments and write reports. I hope parents find the 
reports a useful way to communicate about student 
progress.  Thank you to Primary Teachers for their running 
of parent/teacher interviews during this week. It was 
pleasing to see so many parents avail themselves of this 
opportunity, especially on such a chilly night! These are a 
great opportunity to touch base and be on the same page 
with each of your children. Please don’t ever hesitate to 
get in touch with teachers at any time if ever there are 
things you would like to discuss. The door is always open. 
Secondary Parent/Teacher Interviews will take place on 
Tuesday 25th July. 
 
Parent Evening 
Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend Sam 
Clear’s talk on Tuesday evening. What an inspirational and 
adept speaker. He was very encouraging of our school and 
what we are achieving here.  
 
Uniform 
Just a quick reminder for students to ensure they are 
wearing the correct uniform and wearing the uniform with 
pride. Some alternative footwear has started to creep in, 
so a reminder that students are to please wear black 
leather shoes, not canvas shoes or any other variety. 
Thank you for your assistance with this. We will be going 
through the lost property bin during the holidays. Anything 
that is named will be returned and all unnamed items will 
be donated to second hand uniform. 
 
SRC Breakfast Club 
Thank you to the SRC for running another top notch  

 
breakfast on Wednesday morning. They are certainly 
becoming popular and it was great to see a few parents 
there. Looking forward to the next big breakfast feast. 
 
5/6 Excursion 
The Yr.5/6s enjoyed their excursion to the Barber’s farm 
on Monday, learning about many different aspects of 
farming as part of their unit on alternative farming. Thank 
you to Miss McCormack for her organisation, the Barbers 
for their hospitality, Mr Paul McCormack for generously 
giving of his time to drive the bus and to the parents who 
assisted on the day. The students thoroughly enjoyed the 
outing and the learning that came from it. 

 
 
Gala Dinner and Fete 
If you haven’t already please send in the form indicating 
any businesses you may be able to approach to seek 
donations. Thank you! 
 
Honour Board 
We have finally had our honour board updated with Isaac 
Ryan’s name added for being dux in 2016 and the current 
school captains on also. A big thank you to Cory at Offset 
Solutions for doing this work for us. 
 
Thank you to our wonderful school community for your 
contributions and support throughout the first six months 
of the year. Enjoy the break with your children. We will 
have a staff development day on Monday 17th July and 
students will resume on Tuesday 18th July, refreshed 
and ready for a great term. See you then! 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  
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Dates for your diary… 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Tuesday lunchtimes – Chess Club with Mr Couture and Mr Galvin  

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 Thursday Lunchtime – Primary Storytime with Mrs Mott & Secondary Reading Club with Miss Costello 
Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Tuesday 25th July – Secondary Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 Tuesday 1st August – ICAS English 

 Tuesday 8th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Feast Day 

 Thursday 10th August – Year 3-6 Eisteddfod Performance 

 Thursday 10th August – RAS Primary Athletics at Alexandra Park 

 Saturday 12th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 

 Tuesday 15th August – ICAS Mathematics 

 Monday 21st – Friday 25th – Book Week “Escape to Everywhere” 

 Thursday 31st August 7:30pm – Parent Evening with Mary Louise Fowler 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 

 Saturday 4th November 6pm– Yr.12 Graduation Dinner, Banksia Room @ Commercial Club 

 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Mathieu Couture 

The Stage 3 students learn the essentials of 
materials in Science.  From that, they had to 
discover which materials were suitable for 
various types of built environments. 
 

Great ideas were developed for a mini city 
mostly made out of cardboard, paper and 
tape.  A lot of effort and passion went into 
these, and the students learnt some great 
lessons in team work.  They solved problems 
that came up when trying to build their city 
blocks. 
 

They were unanimous in their eagerness to 
display their built environments to the whole 
school and to their parents. 

 



  
 

  

This term, Years 9 and 10 shook hands with 
Shakespeare. We delved head-first into the rich 

language and intriguing themes that saturate one of 
the Bard's most famous plays: Macbeth. Yes, the 

'Scottish Play' proved to be quite the experience! After 
learning about the plot, historical context, and the 
language forms and features, there was only one 

thing left to do and that was the bring the play to life! 
This resulted in an array of interpretations. There 

were traditional approaches that had witches in black 
and Macbeth in a kilt. Other productions decided to 

put a spin on the original story. One group turned the 
last battle in to a Western stand-off while another 

group included a masquerade motif within the 
banquet scene to emphasise the theme of 

equivocation. Time and again, the students displayed 
their creativity. Murderers were given guns and 

mysterious messengers wore hoodies. Witches texted 
their dialogue and Macbeth wore an office suit. There 

was even an Aussie interpretation of Macbeth that 
had Banquo and Fleance in flannelette shirts and 

akubras as they trudged through the Jindera quarry. 
All in all, it was a marvelous term of action, drama and 

lots of valuable learning. 

Curriculum Corner – Miss Victoria Costello 



LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 
 

Encouraging good hobbies and pastimes 
 

 
Young people tend to have a lot of spare time. Parents have an important role to play 
in encouraging children to spend this time productively. This is especially true for 
young teenagers. As they progress through high school more of their time is taken up 
with their studies. If they have developed a few good interests when they are young 
these can be great stress relievers at times when they are under pressure. One of our 
sons was passionate about playing the piano. He put a lot of time and energy into it 
when he was about 13 to 15. By the time he was doing his HSC he would play the 
piano as a way to unwind and break up his studies. He used to make a bit of a joke 
of it saying he would get so stressed out about his HSC he couldn't study so he would 
go and play the piano and then he would be so relaxed after playing the piano he 
didn't worry about studying any more anyway. He also enjoyed collecting and 
repairing old bikes from the tip. For many people their hobbies and interests can be a 
stepping stone into their life's work. Many mechanics and engineers began tinkering 
as a hobby. It is an investment in your child's future happiness to take a look at how 
they are spending their spare time now. 
 
Having developed good hobbies and interests at a young age helps us to relax and 
unwind when we are adults. This in turn means that when we apply ourselves to work 
we are more focused. The late John Paul II was passionate about canoeing and 
spending time out in the “wilds”. Pope Benedict XVI loved music, especially Mozart, 
listening to recorded music on a regular basis.  
 
My mother as a teenager used to breed budgerigars, selling the babies for a little 
pocket money.  
 
I heard of a son who loved gardening with his Dad as this was his way to spend quality 
time with him when he was young. This has then become for him a lifelong interest. 
Share what you love doing with your children. You never know if it may then become 
their passion also. 
 
Winter school holidays are a time usually spent more indoors so set your mind to 
thinking of the types of hobbies that may encourage your children. You never know 
they may still be enjoying it in another 60 years! 
 
 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE - PRUDENCE 
Faced with moral choice, conscience can make either a right judgement in 

accordance with reason and the divine law or, on the contrary, an erroneous 
judgement that departs from them. 

-CCC 1786 
James Stenson 


