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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Mon 14th June - 

Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday  

 

Fri 18th June –  

HSC Science Study Day 

 

Fri 18th June –  

Last day Term 2 

 

Tue 13th July –  

First day Term 3 

 

Wed 14th July –  

Steps Vision Screening 

Clinic (Kinder students) 

 

God’s will and glory 

and in these, the 

good of our 

Australian children, 

is alone what we 

seek.  
(St Mary MacKillop) 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
The end of the term is upon us and, indeed, the 
closing out of the academic semester. Reports, 
therefore, will shortly be received in the mail. 
Summative reports are the culmination of the 
semester's work. Feedback is rarely something 
that is eagerly sought after, unless, of course, 
it is an acclamation of our incontestable 
greatness. More often than not, however, it is 
a challenge to take it in and may even make us 
wince.  
 
Nonetheless, just as we make a regular 
examination of conscience, other areas of our 
life warrant examination and a firm purpose to 
improve. Take heart from the feedback offered 
by teachers, knowing that not one of us has 
reached our destination; all remain a work 
under way in the hands of the divine craftsman. 
Please feel free to follow up with teachers or 
me if you would like to talk further about your 
child/ren's progress. 
 
Our Music teacher, Mr Torok, is finishing at 
SMMC at the end of the term. Mr Torok landed 
mid-2020 after Mrs Wendt's departure. A fine 
musician in his own right, Mr Torok also 
brought a patient and unflappable 
temperament to the teaching of Music. I know 
that the Primary students, as well as staff, will 
miss him.  
 
Parents may have noticed that Mrs Voskulen 
has stepped back from reception in the front 
office to focus on her role as lab technician and 
in policy administration. Mrs Josiane Mannella 
is now comfortably ensconced in reception on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday each week. 
 
Thank you for your support throughout the 
term. Please God your family will enjoy a 
peaceful and happy holiday. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Ian Smith 

Principal 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 

Newsletter 

 

  Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au   Phone: (02) 6045 9422    Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 

197 Urana Street Jindera, NSW, 2642 

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart Fundraisers 

Today’s soup lunch and lolly guess competition 

raised a total of $407 for the lunch and $147.50 

for the competition.  The winners of the 

guessing competition were:  

Primary - Annuncia Cramer & Josie Suttie, 

Highschool – Amelia McLaurin & Xavier Wall.  

All proceeds will go to the Byrnes family.  A 

special thank you to Mrs Vera Galvin and the 

SRC for organising these events. 
 

Public Holiday 

Please note that this Monday 14th June is a 

public holiday and school will not be open that 

day. 
 

Music Teacher & Casual Teacher Vacancies 

Saint Mary MacKillop College is currently 

inviting applications for a qualified Music 

Teacher to run our primary music program for 

the remainder of this year. The college is also 

seeking experienced primary and secondary 

teachers to join our pool of relief teachers. For 

further information about the positions, please 

visit: 

Music Teacher 

https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/53224 

Casual Teacher 

https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/52994 

Applications for all positions close on Friday 

25th June. 
 

Gala Dinner 

Ticket Sales are now open for this year’s Saint 

Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner! Come for a great 

night out in support of our school. Bring a family 

member or a friend - the more the better. 

Money raised from this year’s dinner will go 

towards a new adventure playground. 

Bookings can be made by going to: 

https://www.trybooking.com/BRXPZ. Please 

see the attached flyer for further details. 
 

Please remember to return your Donation 

Drive form to the school office if you would like 

to nominate a business that you are happy to 

approach for donations on behalf of the school. 

Week 8, Term 2, 2021 

Friday 11th June 

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/53224
https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/52994
https://www.trybooking.com/BRXPZ


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIS Cross Country 

Well done to Peter Sparshott who competed in 

the NSW Combined Independent Schools 

Sports Council (CIS) cross-country competition 

in Sydney this week.  Peter ran 3km in 14 

minutes and 11 seconds, coming 49th out of 

101 runners. A fantastic effort! 
 

ICAS Assessments 

SMMC will be providing the opportunity for 

students in year 2 to year 11 to participate in 

the world-renowned ICAS Assessment testing. 

If you would like your child to participate in the 

tests you will need to order them through the 

ICAS Assessments Parent Payment System. 

Please see the attached letter for further 

information as well as a permission form that 

must be returned to the school by no later than 

Monday 2nd August.   
 

Car Park Safety 

A friendly reminder to parents that students 

must stay inside the school gate at pick up time 

until a parent/guardian arrives to walk them 

safely across the carpark. Also, a reminder that 

students who ride to school must wear a bike 

helmet and walk their bike (not ride) across 

zebra crossings on the road and in the carpark. 

We thank parents for their cooperation in 

assisting the school to ensure the safety of all 

students. 
 

Lost Property 

A car key has been found in the car park. If you 

think it may be yours, please see the office 

staff. 
 

Missing a jumper or other uniform item? Check 

our lost property baskets located near the side 

door to the hall.  Please note, lost property will 

be cleared out at the end of this term. 
 

Prayer Request 

Please pray for Fr Brendan Lee’s father, 

Matthew Edward Lee, who passed away 

suddenly this morning.  Eternal rest grant unto 

Him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon 

him.  May he rest in peace. Amen. 

 

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Friday 11th June 

 

 

From the depth of my nothingness,  

I prostrate myself before Thee, O Most 

Sacred, Devine and Adorable Heart of 

Jesus, to pay Thee all the homage of love, 

praise and adoration in my power. Amen.   
 

(St. Margaret Mary Alacoque) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Curriculum Corner 

Mr Paul Elias – Yr 11 Biology 

Last term the year 9 and 10 STEM students built hydraulic claws. 

The claws needed to be able to open and close as well as have a broad 

range of movements. The students had to overcome many different 

obstacles in the production process and the final products were very 

creative. This term students have been learning about, building and 

launching rockets. They have had to understand the forces involved 

in a rocket launch and the various features that make a rocket 

effective. They have also had the chance to make and test different 

types of rocket fuel. 

Wetlands where they had to analyse the various characteristics there. The year 12 students 

have been researching and creating reports on historic and current pandemics which has 

provided context for the current COVID pandemic and allowed them to evaluate effective and 

ineffective responses around the world. 

 

In Biology the year 11 

students have been 

investigating biotic 

and abiotic factors 

within ecosystems. As 

part of this process 

they went on an 

excursion to Wonga 

First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to Clare and Ruby Corbett, Evelyn 
Darlow and Vivienne Stead who made their First 
Holy Communion last Sunday at St Mary’s Church, 

Jindera. May you always stay close to our Lord Jesus. 
 

 

2021 Peg Doll Swap 
The Maker’s Table invite Mums to 

join in on this year’s ‘Peg Doll Swap’.  
Each participant will paint 13 peg 

dolls of their chosen Apostle or 
image of Our Lady.  The peg dolls are 
then collected and sorted into little 

sets of 12 different saints to be 
redistributed among participants.  

Peg dolls and general instructions 
are provided. Participants will need 

to provide their own acrylic paint, 
brushes and spray tin of gloss 
varnish. Cost is $50.   

 
Please contact Janet Smith on  

0451 786 471 if you are interested. 



 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH ~ FIDELITY 

Being Faithful to Promises and Commitments 

 

 

“Fidelity expresses constancy in keeping one’s given word. God is faithful.”  These words from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

(paragraph 2365) remind us that because God is faithful to His promises, we can and must be faithful to ours.  Like God, we make 

promises, we can and must be faithful to ours.  Like God, we make promises and commitments to others,  not to things but to persons.  

In Baptism, God promises us that as His adopted children, we will be able to live our lives on Earth in such a way that we can be 

united to Him forever in Heaven.  We, in turn, promise to accept the graces He gives us to live as His witnesses in the world.  We all 

know what it’s like to make and keep a promise, and to have promises made and kept to us (and likewise, the pain caused by broken 

promises).  In response to the tremendous faithfulness of God, we should make our own declaration of the psalmist: “The Lord is my 

portion I have promised to keep (His) words.” (Psalm 119:57) 

 

Saint Gianna Molla 
 

Gianna Beretta Molla was born in Magneta (Milan), Italy, on October 4, 1922, the tenth of 13 children.  After earning degrees in 

medicine and surgery from the University of Pavia in 1949, she opened a medical clinic in Mesero in 1950.  She was a paediatrician, 

but gave special attention to mothers, babies, the elderly and the poor.  She considered her work a mission from God and exercised 

great care in fulfilling her responsibilities. 

 

Gianna became engaged to businessman Pietro Molla, and they were married on September 24, 1955.  In November 1956, to her 

great joy, Gianna became the mother of Pierluigi, followed by the birth of Mariolina the next year and Laura in 1959.  She met the 

demands of mother, wife, doctor, and her passion for life with simplicity and great balance. 

 

In September 1961, towards the end of the second month of pregnancy with her fourth child, Gianna had to make a heroic decision.  

Physicians diagnosed a serious condition that required surgery.  The surgeon suggested that Gianna undergo an abortion in order 

to save her own life.  Gianna replied, “If you must decide between me and the child, do not hesitate.  Choose the child – I insist on 

it.  Save the baby.” 

 

On the morning of April 21, 1962, her daughter Gianna Emanuela was born.  Despite all efforts and treatments to save both of them, 

on the morning of April 28 Saint Gianna died.  She was 39 years old.  Her husband Pietro had described Gianna’s life as “an act and 

perennial action of faith and charity; it was a non-stop search for the will of God for every decision and for every work, with prayer 

and meditation, Holy Mass and the Eucharist.” 

 

On April 24, 1994, Pope John Paul II beatified Gianna Beretta Molla.  At the beatification ceremony, the Holy Father said that Gianna’s 

act of self-sacrifice was  possible only after a lifetime of preparation.  Saint Giana Molla continues to remind the Church and the world 

of the virtue of fidelity, because of her faithful commitment to her family and to God.  We are being called to heroism by our choice 

of life.  Let us ask Saint Gianna to intercede for us that we might be faithful. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN  

FAMILY LIFE 

 

 

 

Encouraging good hobbies and pastimes 
 
Young people tend to have a lot of spare time. Parents have an important role to play in encouraging 
children to spend this time productively. This is especially true for young teenagers. As they progress 
through high school more of their time is taken up with their studies. If they have developed a few 
good interests when they are young these can be great stress relievers at times when they are under 
pressure. One of our sons was passionate about playing the piano. He put a lot of time and energy 
into it when he was about 13 to 15. By the time he was doing his HSC he would play the piano as a 
way to unwind and break up his studies. He used to make a bit of a joke of it saying he would get 
so stressed out about his HSC he couldn't study so he would go and play the piano and then he 
would be so relaxed after playing the piano he didn't worry about studying any more anyway. He 
also enjoyed collecting and repairing old bikes from the tip. For many people their hobbies and 
interests can be a stepping-stone into their life's work. Many mechanics and engineers began 
tinkering as a hobby. It is an investment in your child's future happiness to take a look at how they 
are spending their spare time now. 
 
Having developed good hobbies and interests at a young age helps us to relax and unwind when 
we are adults. This in turn means that when we apply ourselves to work we are more focused.  Saint 
John Paul II was passionate about canoeing and spending time out in the “wilds”. Pope Benedict 
XVI loved music, especially Mozart, listening to recorded music on a regular basis.  My mother as a 
teenager used to breed budgerigars, selling the babies for a little pocket money.  
 
I heard of a son who loved gardening with his Dad as this was his way to spend quality time with 
him when he was young. This has then become for him a lifelong interest. Share what you love 
doing with your children. You never know if it may then become their passion also. 
 
Winter school holidays are a time usually spent more indoors so set your mind to thinking of the 
types of hobbies that may encourage your children. You never know they may still be enjoying it in 
another 60 years! 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you want to outwit the devil? Never let him 

catch you idle. Work, study, pray, and you will 

surely overcome your spiritual enemy. 

~St. John Bosco~ 

 

 

 


