
 

 

 

Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 

WOW! What an amazing production we witnessed last 
Friday evening and Saturday. I was so proud of our 
talented students and staff and the wonderful community 
we are a part of here at SMMC. Another special thank 
you to Mr Williams and Miss Costello for their incredible 
work in putting together such a wonderful performance, 
to anyone who kindly donated props or assisted in any 
way. I do think Mr Green and Mr Clarke had way too much 
fun with the sound and lighting! It is wonderful having so 
much expertise within our community. Thank you! 
 

Breakfast Club 
Next Thursday the SRC will be running one final 
Breakfast Club to finish up a great year at SMMC. If you 
have any spare eggs at home could you please send 
these into school across the coming week. We will do a 
stocktake next Wednesday and only purchase what we 
need to. Thank you in advance. 
 

Adoration and Assembly 
We will have Adoration next Thursday from 11:20am – 
1:00pm with Benediction at 12:45pm. Anyone is more 
than welcome to come and pray with us. Also to finish the 
year as a team, we will be gathering for a final assembly 
on Thursday at 2:30pm before we head off for the long 
break. Parents are very welcome to attend. 
 

School Survey 
The annual Parent Survey was emailed out to all parents 
two weeks ago. So far we have 10 out of a possible 49 
responses, so please make the effort to fill in this 
anonymous survey as we appreciate your feedback on 
the various aspects of the college.   
 

Orientation 
This Friday we will hold our final 2018 Kinder Orientation. 
A big thank you to Miss Maclean for her work in 
organising these sessions. They really assist these 
students to have a positive beginning to their school life. 
I hope your students have enjoyed coming along to ‘big 
school’. Any new students beginning at SMMC in 2018 
will also have an opportunity to come along this Friday 
and our current Year 6 students will spend Periods 3 & 4 
in with the current Yr7s doing some Visual Arts with Mr 
William to get a taste of secondary.  

 

P&F  
We held our P&F AGM last Thursday evening with a small 
group gathering in the Library. Office Bearer elections see 
Paul McAlister continuing in his role as President and 
Vera Galvin as Treasurer. Fiona Nuttall is stepping down 
as Secretary with Tania O’Brien stepping in to fill these 
big shoes. Thank you to Fiona for her tireless work and 
enthusiasm in supporting P&F initiatives. You will still 
need to supply the chocolates for our meetings! Money 
was allocated to various areas of the school including 
funding a new kitchen for the hall, new fridge, readers and 
big books for junior primary and bibles for classrooms. 
Our first meeting for 2018 will be held on Thursday 15th 
February. 
 
Presentation Night 
Next Tuesday 5th December we will hold our annual 
Presentation Night beginning at 7pm. We will set up 
outside on the sports court unless inclement weather 
forces us back into the hall. Primary awards this year will 
include BIPSA Awards, Stage 3 Religion and Certificates 
for our graduating Year 6 students. We will not be giving 
awards to every child as we did last year. Primary 
students will also be involved in choir and an Infant 
Nativity Play. Primary School Reports will be available for 
collection from your children’s teachers at the conclusion 
of the evening. I encourage all our families to be present 
for this evening as it is our final gathering for 2017 and it 
is important that students are here to perform and also 
support their peers. See you there! 
 
Primary Pool Celebration 
To celebrate a great year of learning, Primary students 
are being treated to a swim at the pool next Wednesday 
6th December. Please fill in the attached permission note 
regarding this excursion. 
 
 
Enjoy the remainder of the week. One to go! 
 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  

Week 8, Term 4                                                       Wednesday 29th November 2017 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Act today in a way that you need not blush 
tomorrow” 

 – Saint John Bosco 
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2017 Dates for your diary… 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 Monday Lunchtime –Secondary Reading Club with Miss Costello 

 Tuesday after school – Legion of Mary 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Friday 1st December – final 2018 Kinder Orientation 9:15am – 12:00pm 

 Friday 1st December – Orientation Day for any other students beginning at SMMC in 2018 

 Wednesday 6th December  - Primary Pool Celebration 10am – 1pm 

 Wednesday 6th December – Final Secondary Swimming 1:45 – 2:45pm 

 Tuesday 5th December – School Presentation Night, outdoors at SMMC! 

 Saturday 9th December – Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser. Helpers will be needed! 

2018 Dates 
Term 1 – Tuesday 30th January – Friday 13th April 

 Wednesdays 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th February and 7th March – Secondary Swimming 

 Tuesday 13th February – SMMC Swimming Carnival at Jindera Pool 

 Wednesday 14th February – ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Thursday 15th February – P&F Meeting 7pm 

 Tuesday 6th March – RAS Primary Swimming Competition in Wagga 

 Wednesday 11th April – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 
Term 2 – Tuesday 1st May – Friday 29th June 
Term 3 – Tuesday 24th July – Friday 28th September 
Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Luke Burton 

Stylish Stumps 
In Technological and Applied Studies (TAS) 

this term the Year 7/8s have been learning all 
about mosaics. We’re still trying to decide if 
we are mosaicists or mosaic artists?? We 
have looked at some interesting mosaics 

from around the world, including one done 
with polo shirts and one put together with 

strips of bacon (to make a picture of the actor 
Kevin Bacon). We have used ceramic tiles as 

our medium and the students have gone 
through the design process to create some 
very impressive mosaics. They have stuck 
their tiles onto wooden stumps and then 

grouted the mosaic before putting at least two 
coats of sealer to try and protect it from the 

harsh Aussie elements. These mosaic 
stumps will be placed throughout the school 

to add some interest and beauty to our 
surrounds. I am once again very proud of 

what these talented young people have been 
able to produce and the way they have 

conducted themselves throughout the term 
for what has been a major undertaking. Well 

done everyone! 
 



  

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 

 
Kindness in everyday life 

 

Kindness is a gift of oneself given to others. It is love in action. Parents as the primary educators of their 

children have an important role to play in transforming the world for the better. Kindness is shown by small 

acts of service and courtesies shown to others. Parents by the nature of their relationship with their children 

show them first hand many acts of loving kindness. Especially for children this is giving them your time. I 

read somewhere that to children love is a four letter word spelt T_I_M_E. 

 

There are a wealth of beautiful stories for children which teach them about the power of kindness. One of 

my favourite stories is the story of Saint Lawrence who saw a poor beggar on the side of the road. He was 

moved with pity for the man and tore his cloak in two giving half of it to the poor man. Later Our Lord 

appeared to him - he was that poor man whom Saint Lawrence had cared for. Another story to touch your 

child's heart is the story of The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde. This story gives a lesson in selfishness and 

promotes the opposite virtues of love and kindness. The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams and Rocking 

Horse Land by Laurance Housman are two more stories to look out for. Children will cherish these stories 

and ponder the moral lessons for long after.  

 

Elizabeth Leseur was a French lady who lived from 1866-1914. Most of her life she was an invalid. Her 

husband Felix was an atheist and she was forbidden to speak about her faith to him or any of his atheistic 

academic friends who frequented their home. The only way she was able to show the great depth of her faith 

was with her small constant acts of kindness. She wrote in her dairy: “To give myself generously, and not to 

expect or calculate on the least return for the gift or the faintest satisfaction; not to desire affection, or 

esteem, or sympathy to, still less, praise.” This inner goodness that was revealed in her small deeds 

eventually changed her husband from atheist to priest. After her death he lived until 1950. He spent the rest 

of his life spreading the message of her life and writings which is known as “The secret Diary of Saint 

Elizabeth Leseur” There is presently a cause for her canonization. Kindness is powerful in touching those 

people close to us and also in those we come across in everyday life. There was a time when I lived in a little 

country town. I used to take the kids to the library on Friday afternoon after piano lessons. It was about the 

only time I had all of them with me in the car to be able to go. We would arrive about 5.15pm and the library 

closed at 5.30. As it was a small town it wasn't open on Saturdays or Mondays. We would usually arrive and 

dash around quickly for 5 minutes or so picking out a few books (only 30 or so) . I could tell we were a real 

nuisance to the librarian so I decided to go out of my way to be kind to her and to encourage the children to 

do the same. I would always smile and make an effort to exchange pleasantries with her and ask after her 

family members who (since it was a small town) I also knew. We eventually became great friends and she 

was in the end so helpful and supportive of my children's education I don't think I could have done without 

her. A few years later after moving away I returned to visit her and delight her with a hold of my new baby 

which of course she didn't know I had. Kindness is a great gift and it is we who in giving, receive. 

 

Virtue for the Month – Faith 

 

“You are great, O Lord, and to be praised...You have made us for Yourself and our heart is restless until it 

rests in You.”(Saint Augustine) 

  



 

P & F Report 2017 

 
This year the P & F has raised a total of $13,848.34 

 

 Youth Expo catering  $250.00 

 Mother’s Day Raffle  $550.00 

 Jindera Street Stall (May) $548.00 

 Wood Raffle   $650.00 

 Bunnings BBQ   $1,269.70 

 Jindera Street Stall (Sept) $362.00 

 Fete     $10,148.70 

 Bank account interest  $69.94 

Thank you very much to everyone who assisted with these fundraising 

activities. 

 
The money raised has been used to fund the following: 

 $10,000 contribution to the sports court 

 New vacuum cleaner 

 Lectern 

 Bibles 

 Turf to surround the sports court 

 Tools for Technology and Applied Studies 

 Finish off concrete outside Year 1/2 classroom 

 New barbecue 

 Assist with Year 12 Graduation costs (2017) 

 Farewell gifts for staff (2017) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
THE P & F WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THESE BUSINESSES WHO MADE GENEROUS 

DONATIONS TO OUR FETE 

 

Wodonga Joinery Muffin Break Lavington La Maison Cafe 
Bits and Boots Pony Rides - 

Jindera 

Lighting Bonanza Haus of Meat Lavington Thurgoona Pharmacy The Fox and Brew 

Albury Picture Framers Peters & Sons Butchery Monica’s Cafe Jindera Post Office 

The Parlour on Olive Mastercut Butcher Thurgoona Open Road Driving School Jindera Hair Health Beauty 

Bunnings Regent Cinema Commercial Club Jindera Pharmacy 

Kmart Albury Norris Park IGA Almar Organics Jindera Hotel 

Who What Why Barney’s Rubble Jindera IGA Jindera Rural Supplies 

Priceline Lavington Dan Murphy’s Jindera Butcher Taylor Your Body Fitness -

Jindera personal trainer Coles Lavington Pet Stock Jindera Bakery 

Lenards Lavington Cycle Station Jindera Pizza  

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO MADE THE HUGE EFFORT TO APPROACH THESE 

BUSINESSES AND COLLECT DONATIONS. 

 


