
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
What beautiful rain we have enjoyed this week to really 
bring a thirsty land back to life, fill up our water tanks 
and put a smile on farmer’s faces! Lake MacKillop was 
back in force, but our new court is a real saviour, 
allowing us to be out and playing during the breaks.   
 
Congratulations to the Garcia family who welcomed a 
baby boy into the world last Friday on Saint Patrick’s 
Day, giving him the name Tobias Patrick. We hope he 
settles in well over the coming weeks. I was fortunate 
enough to meet Tobias earlier this week. His big brother 
Thomas is certainly very proud and I am sure Tobias will 
be a popular show ‘n’ tell item in the Kinder Classroom. 
 
ICAS- Last call! 
If you are interested in your children being involved in 
the upcoming ICAS Assessments, please return the 
form sent home a few weeks ago. If you have misplaced 
the form, please get in touch with Fiona in the office. 
Entries are due by this Thursday - 30th March. 
 
As per other years, all year 8s and 10s will take part in 
the ICAS English and Mathematics Assessments as 
these are non-NAPLAN years and it gives the students 
an opportunity to gain experience with these kinds of 
assessments. The cost of these assessments will be 
covered by the school. 
 
GASE Student Art Competition 
SMMC Students have been invited to enter an Art 
Competition. With so many amazing artists within our 
school, hopefully some of you will take up the 
opportunity. Please see the flyer attached to newsletter 
for further information. 
 
Winter Uniform Orders 
It is time to begin getting organised for the onset of 
winter. Winter Uniform is required to be worn during 
Terms 2 and 3 (including the ANZAC Day Service in 
Jindera), so please get your orders into Mrs Anastasia 
Byrnes before the end of term. An order form is included 
with this newsletter. 
 

School Photos 
Please note that school photos will take place on 
Monday 3rd April and this year the students will wear 
full Summer uniform. Please fill in the attached photo 
order form and return to the office ASAP. 
 
Netball Girls and Mums 
Netball team registrations are open now.  Any girls 
wanting to play netball this season (Saturday mornings 
throughout terms 2 and 3) need to give their names and 
birthdates to Anastasia Byrnes, Jenette Perry or Clare 
Ryan.  We will have an U11, U13, and one or two 
U15/Open teams depending on numbers. We have 
mums happy to train the teams but we do need another 
Mum to volunteer to umpire (or organise an umpire) and 
look after the U13s team each Saturday morning. 
 
Legion of Mary - ACIES 
The Acies ceremony will take place on the feast of the 
Annunciation this Saturday (tomorrow) at Holy Spirit 
church at 3pm.  We encourage all members of the 
Legion of Mary to come to make their annual 
dedication to Our Lady.  Others are welcome to join in 
this simple but very sacred ceremony. 
 
ANZAC Day 
SMMC is organising the Jindera 10.30am Service 
on Tuesday 25th April, the day before Term 2 starts 
back. Students are asked to come along and 
represent our school at this service wearing full winter 
uniform. 
 
New SMMC Family 
We will welcome the Garratt Family to SMMC in Week 
10 of this term. Ignatius will be in Yr.3, Raphael in Yr.6 
and Florence in Yr.8. I am sure we will make them 
most welcome. 
 
I hope you all have a terrific weekend. 
 
God Bless,  
 
Luke Burton (Principal)  
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Dates for your diary… 
 Every Tuesday 8:15 – 9:00am – Fun Maths Skills Classes with Mrs Horsfall in St Albert Room 

 Tuesday lunchtimes – Chess Club with Mr Couture and Mr Galvin  

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 3pm each Friday in Lent – Stations of the Cross in the Church 
 
Term 1 – Tuesday 31st January – Friday 7th April 

 Thursday 30th March 7:30pm – School Council Meeting 

 Monday 3rd April – School Photos (Summer Uniform) 

 Tuesday 4th April – Kinder Excursion to Jindera Pioneer Museum 9:30am – 12:00pm 

 Friday 7th April– School Assembly after Mass 
 

 Tuesday 25th April – ANZAC Day Service, Jindera Memorial Park 10.30am 
Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 23rd June 

 Friday 28th April - SMMC Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course 11:30am – 2:00pm. Helpers needed. 

 Saturday 6th May – Mother’s Day Cake Stall in Jindera – baking prowess needed! 

 May 9,10th &11th – NAPLAN Assessments for Years 3,5,7,9. 

 Thursday May 11th – P&F Meeting 7.30pm 

 Friday May 12th – RAS Primary Cross Country 

 Monday 15th May – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park, Albury 

 Saturday 20th May – SMMC P&F BBQ at Bunnings – help will be needed! 

 Monday 12th June – Labour Day Holiday 
 
Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Saturday 12th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 
 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 
 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

Curriculum Corner 1 – Mrs Terry Josephs 

Stage 2 is enjoying, and putting to valuable use the new Maths Resources 
kindly purchased by the P&F. The children are playing a fun multiplication game 

with dice and building rectangular prisms with the Base-10 blocks. 



  

Blessing and Opening of our new Sports Court 
Thank you to Father Murphy for Blessing our new Sports Court last Tuesday morning and to our 

School Captains Johanna and Josh for expertly cutting the ribbon to signal the official opening. This 
facility is proving to be a wonderful asset for our school. 

 

Curriculum Corner 2 – Mr Kieran Williams 

This term the year 9/10 Visual Arts students have been studying sculptures as an art form. They have 
considered the sculptures of some influential famous artists and formed opinions on the values and 
ideas they embody. The students have also used a variety of different materials to make some great 

sculptures of their own. They have made sculptures from paper, foam board, and another from natural 
materials (rocks, leaves, sticks, etc). Their current project is to design a miniature sculpture from a 

small cube of balsa foam. They have been using simple modelling tools to carve them into the desired 
shape. Once the students have completed shaping their sculptures, they have the option to paint them, 

which some students have already begun doing. As you can see from the photos, there are some 
fantastic ideas coming to life. Their final sculpture for the term will be made from air-drying clay, and 

judging from the work they have already completed, I can't wait to see what they produce. 
 



LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

Kindness in everyday life. 
 

Kindness is a gift of oneself to others. It is love in action. Parents as the primary 
educators of their children have an important role to play in transforming the world 

for the better. Kindness is shown by small acts of service and courtesies shown to others. Parents, by the 
nature of their relationship with their children, show them first hand many acts of loving kindness. 

Especially for children this is giving them your time. I read somewhere that to children love is a four letter 
word spelt T-I-M-E. 

 
There are a wealth of beautiful stories for children which teach them about the power of kindness. One of 
my favourite stories is the story of Saint Lawrence who saw a poor beggar on the side of the road. He was 

moved with pity for the man and tore his cloak in two giving half of it to the poor man. Later Our Lord 
appeared to him. He was that poor man whom Saint Lawrence had cared for. Another story to touch your 

child's heart is the story of “The Selfish Giant” by Oscar Wilde. This story gives a lesson in selfishness and 
promotes the opposite virtues of love and kindness. Two more stories to look out for are “The Velveteen 

Rabbit” by Margery Williams and “Rocking Horse Land” by Laurence Housman. Children will cherish these 
stories and ponder the moral lessons long after. 

 
Elizabeth Leseur was a French lady who lived from 1866-1914. Most of her life she was an invalid. 

Her husband Felix was an atheist and she was forbidden to speak about her faith to him or any of his atheist 
academic friends who frequented their home. The only way she was able to show the great depth of her faith 
was with her small constant acts of kindness. She wrote in her diary: “To give myself generously, and not to 

expect or calculate on the least return for the gift or the faintest satisfaction; not to desire affection, or 
esteem, or sympathy or, still less, praise.” This inner goodness that was revealed in her small deeds 

eventually changed her husband from atheist to priest. After her death he lived until 1950. He spent the rest 
of his life spreading the message of her life and writings which is known as “The secret Diary of Saint 

Elizabeth Leseur.” There is presently a cause for her canonisation. Kindness is powerful in touching those 
people close to us and also in those we come across in everyday life. 

 
There was a time when I lived in a little country town. I used to take the kids to the library on Friday 

afternoon after piano lessons. It was about the only time I had to visit the library with all of them with me in 
the car. We would arrive about 5.15pm and the library closed at 5.30pm. As it was a small town it wasn't 

open on Saturdays or Mondays. We would usually arrive and dash around quickly for 5 minutes or so 
picking out a few books (only 30 or so). I could tell we were a real nuisance to the librarian so I decided to 
go out of my way to be kind to her and to encourage the children to do the same. I would always smile and 

make an effort to exchange pleasantries with her and ask after her family members who (since it was a small 
town) I also knew. We eventually got to be great friends and she became so helpful and supportive of my 

children's education, I don't think I could have done without her. 
A few years later after moving away, I returned to visit and delighted her with a hold of my new baby which 

of course she didn't know I'd had. Kindness is a great gift and it is we, who in giving, receive. 
 
 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH - TEMPERANCE 
 

“In a broad sense youngsters are “tempered” the way steel is tempered, and for the same 
reasons. Raw iron is subjected to pressure and friction, purposeful adversity, to shape it into a 

strong and supple instrument capable of competent service.”- James Stenson 



 

Saint Patrick’s Day 
 

It sounds like I missed a wonderful day celebrating Saint Patrick’s Feast Day last Friday. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the day in any way. The photos tell the stories of 

the day. 
 


