
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 

 
As we now come to the close of the school year we would 
like to thank all the teachers and staff for their hard work 
this year. We also thank those parents who have 
volunteered their time helping around the school.  
 
Last week was busier than usual due to the Primary 
intensive swimming program. Thank you to the GT 
Aquatics instructors for teaching our students swimming 
and water safety skills. If you are interested in swimming 
lessons for your child/ren during the school holidays, 
please see the GT Aquatics flyer attached. 

 

Congratulations to our 2019 Year 12 graduates on 
completing their HSC. They celebrated in style with family 
and friends at their Graduation Dinner held at the 
Commercial Club on Saturday 16th November.  It was a 
wonderful evening and we thank all who were involved in 
organising the dinner. We wish these young people all the 
very best in their future endeavours. May God bless them 
all. 
 
Our last kinder orientation took place today.  We hope 
our new students enjoyed meeting Miss Tania Maclean 
and spending some time at school.  We look forward to 
seeing our new Kinders next year. 
 
Cardinal Newman Bookstore 
Thank you to the Cardinal Newman 
Bookstore for once again coming to 
our school and providing us with 
some beautiful religious books and 
items.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reports 
Teachers have been working very hard on student reports 
over the past few weeks.  Reports will be ready for 
collection at the Presentation night next week. 
 
Presentation Night 
Our school Presentation night will be held next 
Wednesday 4th December at 7:00pm. We will hold this 
out on the school sports court. On the night, we will have 
a Christmas Craft Stall with some handmade items 
made by the students to purchase, so please remember 
to bring some cash. Thank you to Mrs Therese Mott-
Pekolj and all the staff who have put many hours into 
organising the special evening.  

 
Into the Woods 
Well done and congratulations to all the students 
involved in the ‘Into the Woods’ production.  You all did 
such an amazing job and should be very proud. Thank 
you to Dr Magdalene Kaur for organising the play and 
putting in many long hours of preparation. A special 
thank you also to all the back stage helpers and parents 
who helped make the production possible. 

 
Welcome Back Barbeque  
The Welcome Back Barbeque will be held on Sunday 
2nd February at 12.00pm. Please bring a salad or desert 
to share. Sausages for the BBQ will be supplied by the 
school.  Please make new families feel welcome. 
 
Prayers for the Sick 
Please remember to keep Kateri Byrnes, Jason Price 
and Jose Patino in your prayers over the Christmas 
break. 
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Introduction of New Parent Access Module 
From the beginning of 2020 our school will be rolling over 
to a new database system which will support better 
communication between parents and the school allowing 
parents more involvement with regards to their 
child/ren’s enrolment at SMMC.  The new system will 
include a Parents Access Module (PAM) which will allow 
parents to update their child’s medical information, notify 
a child’s absence and give excursion permissions as well 
as access the school’s calendar.  New features will be 
added throughout 2020. Parents can expect an email 
within the next few weeks with further information 
and instructions on how to access their PAM 
account. We are also hoping to introduce a PAM app 
early in 2020, allowing parents mobile phone access to 
their account. 
 
School Travel Applications 
Applications for student 
bus travel in 2020 are 
now open. Students 
progressing to year 3 
and year 7 no longer 
need to re-apply if they 
are at the same school, 
same address or have not been sent an expiry 
notification from Transport NSW. If your child needs their 
information updated or a new bus pass, you will need to 
go online to: 
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails 
Applications need to be submitted before 31st December 
2019. Please see further information attached. 
 
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. 
Our School is participating in the 2019 St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal. Families are able to help out with the 
appeal by donating non-perishable food items (food items 
need to be well within the “best by” or ‘use by” dates), gift 
vouchers (Kmart; Target; Big W etc.) or gifts 
suitable for children up to the age of 16 
years. Gifts are to be left unwrapped. 
Donations for the appeal can be 
brought into the school office.  
Thank you for your generosity.  
 
Bunnings BBQ 
Our school’s P & F Committee have been given the 
opportunity to hold a Bunnings BBQ on Saturday the 15th 
February. Please make note of this date and if you are 

able to come along and help in any way 
please let the school office know. Money 
raised will go towards much needed 
learning resources and other items for 
the school.  
 
 

 

 
Lost Property 
Families are asked to please check lost property for any 
missing items before the end of term.  Any items that are 
not claimed before the Christmas holidays will be cleared 
out.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 
Staff for 2020 
A very warm welcome to our new staff who will begin with 
us next year.  They are:  
 
Mr Gary Carcarello, High School Coordinator/High School 
English 
Mr Stephan Coughlan, Year 3 Teacher  
Mrs Heather Cattell, Year 4 Teacher 
Mr Tom Van Der Horst, Education Support  
 
Mr Paul Griffin will move from the primary school to 
teaching high school Maths. 
 
Mrs Kathleen Horsfall will be stepping down as Acting 
Principal at the end of this year. We thank Kathleen for 
all the work and effort she has put in throughout this year.  
A new Principal will be announced to families during the 
holidays. 
 
New Building 
Exiting news!  The new food technology classroom is 
currently being constructed offsite.  The building will be 
installed on the school grounds next to the science room 
during the school holidays.  Thank you to those who 
contribute to the SMMC Building Fund making projects 
like this possible. 

 
 

 
 
 
Confirmation 
Congratulations to Xander 
Saliba who received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation last 
Sunday. May God’s love be in 
your heart to strengthen you 
along life’s way. 

 
 

Parent Survey 
A parent survey will be emailed to all families shortly.  
We encourage all parents to complete the survey and 
provide feedback to the school. 
 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails


 
Orange Level Morning Tea 
This week we held two special morning teas for 
students who had completed ‘Orange ‘Level’ as part of 
our virtue program.  The students used their best 
manners and were treated 
to some delicious donuts, 
cakes and juicy fruit.  Well 
done to those students 
who reached ‘Orange 
Level’.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We wish everyone a very happy and holy Christmas 
and look forward to welcoming your children back to 
school on Wednesday 29th January 2020.  God bless. 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Prayer 
 

Loving God, Help us remember the birth 
of Jesus, 

That we may share in the song of the 
angels, 

The gladness of the shepherds, 
And worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door 
of love all over the world. 

 
Let kindness come with every gift and 

good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 

which Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear 

hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be Thy children, 

and Christmas evening bring us to our 
beds with grateful 

thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for 
Jesus’ sake 

Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Dates for your diary… 

Term 4 – Tuesday 15th October – Friday 6th December (8 Weeks) 

 Wednesday 4th December – 1:30pm Secondary Swimming  

 Wednesday 4th December – 7.00pm Presentation Night 

 Friday 6th December – Last Day of School 
 
Term 1 2020 – Wednesday 29th January – Thursday 9th April. (11 Weeks) 

 Wednesday 29th January  - Students Start School 

 Wednesday 29th January  - Secondary Swimming 

 Sunday 2nd February – Welcome Back BBQ 

 Wednesday 5th February – Secondary Swimming 

 Wednesday 12th February  - Secondary Swimming 

 Saturday 15th February – Bunnings BBQ 

 Wednesday 19th February – Swimming Carnival  

 Wednesday 18th March – Athletics Carnival  

 Thursday 9th April – Last day of Term 1 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Therese Mott – Pekolj   

The Year 7 Maths class were given the task to investigate Mathematics in a variety of 
places. The students chose to research Mathematics in the natural world, the built 
environment or to find out about famous mathematicians, ancient number systems and 
calculating machines.  Some students decided to create their own mathematical board 
game. 



 

Since the P&F was formed in 2010, $93,000 has been raised. 

 

This would not have been possible without the generous help and 

donations from many SMMC families. 

 

In order for this to continue, we need more active members of the P&F 

who are willing to attend meetings, take up an executive position and be 

involved in the planning of various events. 

 

At present there are two vacant executive positions: President and 

Treasurer 

 

We thank Paul McAlister for 5 years as President and Vera Galvin for 10 

years as Treasurer 

 

Please consider becoming a member of the SMMC P&F Committee 

Please contact the school office if you are willing to assist 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

P & F 2019 Report  
 

This year the P & F committee has raised a total of $10,826.45 

Thank you very much to everyone who assisted with these fundraising 

activities. 

 
This year the P&F has spent money on: 

 Equipment for Visual Arts, Design & Technology and Food Technology 

 More cupboards for hall kitchen 

 Brick garden bed at the front of the school 

 Fencing materials 

 Bag hooks 

 Sprinklers 

 Resources for Kinder, Year 1 and Secondary Maths 

 Farewell gifts for staff members 

 Thank you gifts for volunteers 

 Contributions for camps, school production, retreats and visiting sisters 

 

THE NEXT FUND RAISING ACTIVITY WILL BE A BUNNINGS BBQ 

ON SATURDAY 15TH FEB 2020 
 

 
 



 
 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

 

 

   In the midst of your preparation for Christmas, pause and consider Mary, the “Virgin of all Virgins”. 

Conceived without original sin, she the spotless maid, found worthy to bear the promised saviour. Mary  

is the new Eve, who like the Eve of old, is without original sin. Mary though, uses her free will to obey 

God, saying “Be it done unto me according to thy word.” 
 

This truth about Mary was known from all time but was only formally declared by the Church in 1854  

when Blessed Pius IX announced that Mary was the Immaculate Conception. Only four years later  

Saint Bernadette, an uneducated peasant girl, revealed the words of a mysterious heavenly visitor, “Jesus 

l'immaculee conception”. God had planned this truth from the beginning. This truth that the apostles and 

those who knew Mary must have known by her dealings with them. She the Mother of the Church, free 

from original sin, is revealed to us in these modern times. 
 

The Church gives us this feast at the start of a new liturgical year at the start of Advent during this holy 

time of waiting. The Church gives us this feast now just before Christmas so that we can contemplate Mary, 

in her heavenly splendour, as she appeared to Bernadette. She who was free from sin helps all of her children 

to become free from sin. Contemplate Mary, the new Eve and the central role she plays in God's plan  

of redemption. 
 

Renew your devotion to Mary. Consecrate yourself and your family to your heavenly mother now and she 

will lead you close to the infant child, who will arrive with the great feast of Christmas. Walk alongside her 

as she travels to Bethlehem and make room in your heart, so that when the time comes for his birth, you 

cannot say there is “no room”.   
 

The Advent Wreath- from Religious Customs (Fr F.X. Weiser) 
 

Week 1: The first purple candle is lit each night and left burning during prayer time or dinner time. 

Father: O Lord, stir up thy power, we beg thee, and come that thy protection we may deserve to be rescued 

from the threatening dangers of our sins and be saved by thy deliverance. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Week 2 :The first and second candles are lit each night. 

Father: O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may prepare the ways of thine only begotten son, that through  

his coming we may be made worthy to serve thee with purified minds. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

Week 3: The first two candles and the rose candle are lit during this week. 

Father; O Lord we beseech Thee, incline Thine ear to our prayers and enlighten the darkness of our minds 

by the grace of the visitation. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Week 4: All four candles are lit during this week. 

Father: O Lord, we beseech Thee, stir up Thy power and come; and with great might deliver us, that with  

the help of Thy grace, Thy merciful forgiveness may hasten what our sins impede. Through Christ Our 

Lord. 

All: Amen 

        Virtue for the month of December - Love 

 
“I want to work for your love alone...I wish then to be clothed in justice and to receive from your 

love the eternal possession of yourself.”- St Therese of Liseux 

 


