
 

Week 7, Term 3                                                       Thursday 1st September 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Welcome to Week 7 and the first day of Spring today! 
Congratulations to William Chandrasegaran who is our 
‘School Rules Hot Chips Winner’ for this week.  
 
School Concert – TOMORROW NIGHT! 
Tomorrow night, Friday 2nd September beginning at 7:00pm 
we will enjoy watching our students in action as they 
broadcast their talents. Please come along to support the 
students and enjoy their talent. We are asking each family to 
please bring along a plate to share for supper, which will 
be held on completion of the concert. See you there! 
 
Attention Yr.8s and 9s – Information Night 
Next Wednesday 7th September beginning at 7:00pm we 
will be holding an Information Night regarding Yr.9/10 for 
2017. Please come along to this meeting next week if you 
have a child in these year levels for next year.  
 
Absences 
It is a requirement of BOSTES (Board of Studies Teaching 
and Educational Standards) that we are able to explain all 
student absences. Sending in a note or a brief email 
explaining the absence is sufficient. These are then filed as 
evidence. If an absence is unexplained our roll data system 
automatically generates a sheet with the students’ names and 
dates absent that we ask you to fill in and return. Thank you 
for your understanding and assistance with this matter. 
 
SMMC Fete 
The Fete Subcommittee was held yesterday and everything 
is ticking along nicely in preparation for Saturday 22nd 
October. Thank you to all who have been able to assist so far. 
We would like to have stalls for the fete finalised by the end 
of this term, so if you would like to run something please let 
us know as soon as you can. Thank you to those who have 
been selling the fete raffle tickets. If you need more books 
please see Mrs Galvin. Thank you also to the families who 
have sent in items for our bric-a-brac stall. If possible we ask 
that you keep these items at home until next term, as storage 
at school is becoming a bit of an issue – thank you! 
 
Holy Spirit 2016 Annual Sleep Out 
On Friday 23rd September the St Vincent de Paul Society are 
holding their annual sleep out. You will sleep under the stars 
in your sleeping bag, with cardboard supplied to put under 
you. A hot breakfast will be served the following morning as a 

thank you for your fundraising efforts. I have some 
information and fundraising forms in my office if you are 
interested. For further information please call Liz Macdonald 
on 60251078 or 0423064823.  
 
Visual Arts and Drama Excursion 
Thank you to Mr Williams for organising the excursion to 
Melbourne for the 9-11 Visual Arts and Drama students and 
also to Miss Reid and Miss Costello for accompanying them 
down to Melbourne. What a terrific real life experience for our 
students. Have a read of Curriculum Corner which outlines 
the trip. 
 
Sports Court 
Our much anticipated Sports Court is scheduled to be 
installed these coming holidays and should be up and 
running ready to use when we come back in Term 4. We must 
organise a parents v students match for early next term!  
 
Happy Father’s Day to all our dads for this coming Sunday. I 
hope you enjoy your day and are able to put aside some time 
to stop and enjoy your families 
 
Father’s Day Prayer 
God our Father, you govern and protect your people and 
shepherd them with a father’s love. You place a father in a 
family as a sign of your love, care, and constant protection. 
May fathers everywhere be faithful to the example shown in 
the Scriptures: steadfast in love, forgiving transgressions, 
sustaining the family, caring 
for those in need. Give your 
wisdom to fathers that they 
may encourage and guide 
their children. Keep them 
healthy so they may 
support a family. Guide 
every father with the Spirit 
of your love that they may 
grow in holiness and draw 
their family ever closer to 
you. Amen  

 
 
God Bless  
 
Luke Burton  
Principal  

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Have patience with all things, but chiefly 

have patience with yourself. Do not lose 

courage in considering your own 

imperfections, but instantly set about 

remedying them - every day begin the task 

anew.” ― Francis de Sales 

http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7041089.Francis_de_Sales


  

 
  

Dates for your diary… 

 TOMORROW NIGHT Friday 2nd September 7:00pm – School Concert in the Hall 

 Tuesday 6th September – School Council Meeting 7:30pm 

 Wednesday 7th September – Yr.8/9 Information Night for 2017 

 Monday 12th – Friday 16th September (Week 9) – Yr.11 Exams 

 Saturday 17th September – P&F Cake Stall in Jindera 

 Monday 19th – Friday 23rd September – Yr.11 Extra-Curricular Activity Week 

 Tuesday 20th September – Yr.11s delivering School Captain Speeches 10:30am 

 Friday 23rd September – Assembly after 9:20am Mass and Term Three finishes 
 

 Monday 10th October – Term Four begins for students 

 Wednesday 12th October – Yr.11 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 Thursday 13th October – P&F Fete Meeting (final preparation for our School Fete) 

 Saturday 15th October – SMMC Working Bee in preparation for Fete 

 Tuesday 18th October – Level 1 High School Awards Dinner at La Maison 6:30pm 

 Saturday 22nd October – SMMC Fete 

 Tuesday 25th October 7:30pm– Parent Evening with Simon Carrington from Parousia Media. “Keeping the 
Communication Lines Open with our Children”. 

 Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp, Harrietville 

 Thursday 17th November - P&F AGM 

 Thursday 8th December – Term Four finishes for students 

~ CURRICULUM CORNER ~ Mr Kieran Williams 

Last Sunday, 13 students from our school travelled down to Melbourne for an exciting excursion at 

the Arts Centre. It was open to all students from Years 9-11 who are studying Visual Arts and Drama. 

We caught the early train from Albury and arrived in Melbourne at around 10:30 am. 

 

At the Arts Centre, we took a fascinating guided tour, which showed us how things work behind the 

scenes. It helped us to appreciate the enormous amount of planning and detail that goes into running 

shows at the complex. We were given access to three different theatres, as well as a peek into the 

wardrobe department, the hair and makeup department and the actors’ dressing rooms. The guide was 

full of interesting anecdotes and stories, and talked about the various customs and superstitions within 

the theatre. Apparently the reason the lights are never completely turned off in the theatre, is because 

the ghosts of past performers relive their former glory while no one is around, and would prefer not to 

do so in the dark! 

 

While at the Arts Centre, we had a wander through an exhibition on Stage Design that is currently 

running. There were miniature models of stage designs for musicals and plays, as well as props, 

costumes and concept art relating to various past productions. 

  

With the remaining time we had before catching the return train, we took in some of the highlights 

that Melbourne has to offer. Among them were the church of St Francis Xavier, the Victoria Markets, 

the State Library, China Town, and the Yarra River. By the time we boarded the train, it’s fair to say 

there were some very tired travellers among us. According to Sam Whitehead’s DS (whatever that 

is!), we walked approximately 11 km! It must be said that the students all conducted themselves in a 

way that reflected very well on the school. Most importantly, everyone seemed to enjoy the excursion 

and came away with plenty to reflect on as students of Drama and Visual Arts. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 
 
 

Dad - Protector and Defender of the Family 
 

In days gone by the father in the family, especially in early Australia, had a real role to play in protecting the 

family from natural disasters such as floods and fires. He also kept his shot-gun handy to ward off 

undesirable strangers coming to the door. The stories of Banjo Patterson are filled with many of the 

hardships early settlers had to endure. That was a time when the society as a whole had Christian values and 

the morals of the home were reflected in the society at large. What a contrast to modern society. The father 

in the family now may have less physical dangers to protect the family from but the moral dangers are 

extreme. 
 

James Stenson in his book, “Father, The Family Protector”, sees the Dad's role in the family as a mission. A 

mission with three critical areas. The first is to build a strong character in his children. The second is to 

protect his wife and children from harm, now and in the future. The third aspect is striving to be a person of 

integrity, having a unity of life, where he is the same man at work, with his friends and with his family. 
 

This protective aspect of men is deeply rooted into their being. Think of the September 11 tragedy in the US. 

Who were the people who lost their lives protecting others? Men. In fact between 85 to 90 percent 

of those who lost their lives saving others were Catholics.  Even the flight that crashed into the field, “Flight 

93” did so because a group of men got together and after praying and reciting the 23rd psalm broke into the 

cockpit and tried to prevent further loss of life by diverting the flight. In everyday life there may not be 

many occasions such as this, but a Dad needs to protect his family from the dangers of our modern 

civilisation: materialism, abortion, euthanasia and pornography. He needs to protect their purity as only a 

father can. 
 

As James Stenson says, a father needs to build the character of his children now as he won't always be 

around to protect them. They need the strength of character to withstand anything life throws at them. Like a 

farmer who does all he can to make the sapling grow. Eventually he has to leave it alone, trusting that God 

will reward his efforts with a strong sturdy tree in years to come. This building of character takes time and 

effort. It means being available to spend time with your children. Meg Meeker in her book, “Strong Fathers, 

Strong Daughters”, says “Think of yourself as your daughter's base camp. She needs a place to stop and 

settle, to reorient and remember who she is, where she started, and where she is going. ...You are that place.”   
 

A father needs to be a leader both in the workforce and in the home. Many children never see their father 

work. They work outside the home, generally very hard, but at home are inclined to be a “couch potato”. For 

a man, it is important to remember his work doesn't end at the doorstep, it just changes. He needs to be the 

same powerful leader in the home as he is in the workforce. A man with true unity of life, leading by 

example in the service of others in ways that his children can see. “A great father is a great man, a man of 

integrity, and men like this do not live divided lives.” (James Stenson) 
 

This Sunday is Father’s Day. Use it as a time to reflect on what sort of a Dad you want your children to 

remember. I'm sure you would like them to look back fondly on this time, with the knowledge that their Dad 

was a great man. 

 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST- JUSTICE 

“One of mankind's greatest failings is the rash judgement of other people.” - Mary Ann Budnick 

 


