
 

Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you and your families well. The 
students (actually maybe it was the teachers) calculated 
that including tomorrow we have 15 days of school left. The 
students were encouraged at assembly this morning to 
continue giving their very best efforts and get the most out 
of their learning right up to the end of the year.  
 
P&F AGM TONIGHT 
Tonight, at 7:30pm the P&F will be holding their AGM in the 
SMMC Library. All are welcome to attend. See you there! 
 
Kinder Orientation Days 
Tomorrow is the first of three Orientation Days for our 11 
Kinder students beginning school in 2017. The orientation 
time is from 9:15am until 12:00pm. I am sure these children 
will enjoy getting a taste of what it is like to be at school. 
Thank you to Miss Maclean for her preparation of these days. 
 
Father/Son Camp 
We enjoyed a terrific couple of days away at Harrietville last 
Friday – Sunday for the boys’ camp. It was great to have so 
many of our dads and their sons as well as some ‘adopted’ 
sons at the camp. Harrietville is certainly a picturesque part of 
the world and Feathertop Chalet provided an excellent venue. 
We had a very energetic game of water polo on Saturday 
afternoon, with the dads and boys displaying some exquisite 
skills. A special mention must go to Angelus Saliba for the 
amount of goals he prevented in his role as ‘goalie’ – he 
definitely has a future in the sport. 
 
SRC Breakfast 
Yesterday saw the 
first breakfast put on 
by the SRC, which 
is certainly a good 
way to get people to 
school on time! 
There was an 
impressive turnout 
and the SRC ran a 
very impressive 
assembly line. Thank you to Mr Williams and the SRC for 
putting on this event. There was a great buzz and community 
spirit to give a positive start to everyone’s day. 

 
 

Help needed 
If you are able to help out with the hand mowing at school 
could you please let me know. Having a few people to help 
out would be much appreciated to keep our school looking 
presentable. 
 
Careers Information Evening – What do I do? 
Mark Mannering and Kieran Williams are organising a 
session covering some important 'big picture' thoughts, 
processes and suggestions for how to work out what to do 
after finishing school, which course/career to follow or think 
about, do I go to Uni now or take a year off, etc. The evening 
is for boys and girls who have just finished HSC, have taken 
a year off after HSC, or are about to start Year 11 or 12. It will 
take place in the Marian Centre, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish, 20 Hartigan Street, Thurgoona next Tuesday 22nd 
November (7.15pm for a 7.30pm - 9.30pm timeframe). 
Please call Mark Mannering on 0419 411 161 for more 
information and to book in. 
 

Swimming 
This week the Primary Students 
have taken part in an intensive 
swimming program at the 
Jindera Pool. We are very proud 
of them for toughing out a couple 
of colder days in the pool to start 
the week. Yesterday and today 
were a bit warmer and the 
students have done us proud in 
getting in and improving their 
swimming skills. 
 
Feast of Christ the King 
This Sunday is the wonderful feast of Christ the King. This is 
the last Sunday in Ordinary time before we begin the 
beautiful season of Advent and prepare to celebrate the 
magnificent feast of Christmas. 
We ask Christ to guide us 
through the remainder of the 
school year and help us to 
prepare our hearts and minds 
for Christmas. 
 
God Bless, 
  
Luke Burton  
Principal  

Week 6, Term 4                                                       Thursday 17th November 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Without confidence and love, there can 

be no true education. If you want to be 

loved…you must love yourselves, and 

make your children feel that you love 

them.”   (St John Bosco) 

http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au


  

 

Dates for your diary… 

 High School Swimming - Wednesdays  23rd  & 30th November 1:45 – 2:45pm at Jindera Pool 

 Monday 14th – Friday 18th November – Primary School Swimming Program at Jindera Pool 

 TONIGHT - Thursday 17th November - P&F AGM 7:30pm – TONIGHT !! 

 TRANSITION DAYS for 2017 Kinders– Fridays 18th November, 25th November and 2nd December. 9:15 – 12:00 

 Tuesday 22nd November – School Council Meeting 7:30pm 

 Friday 2nd December – Cardinal Newman Book Fair in the SMMC Library 

 Tuesday 6th December 7pm – School Presentation Night at SMMC 

 Thursday 8th December – Term Four finishes for students. 12pm Mass to celebrate the Immaculate 
Conception and our school year. 
 

2017 Dates 

 Friday 27th January – Staff Development Day 

 Monday 30th January – Staff Professional Development day with Dr Gerard O’Shea 

 Tuesday 31st January – Students begin 

 Term 1 – Tuesday 31st January – Friday 7th April 

 Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 30th June 

 Term 3 – Tuesday 25th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

~ CURRICULUM CORNER ~ Mr Mathieu Couture 

The Stage 4 Science Class had an entertaining afternoon observing hearts and kidneys 
fresh from the supermarket. They identified the parts of the organs well, but had some 

trouble enduring the smell! They had great fun seeing how the organs worked hands on. 



  

 
LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 

Promoting a Devotion to the Holy Souls in the Family 

 
November is the month of the Holy Souls. Particularly in this month encourage your children to pray and make 

sacrifices for the souls in Purgatory. If you haven't already done so, visit a cemetery. It is best if you can visit the 

graves of deceased relatives. Doing so reminds all of us that one day we will be like them. Involve them in praying for 

deceased relatives, discussing with them who we need to have Masses said for. These are lessons in their faith that 

they will have for the rest of their lives. 

 

We as Catholics have always believed in the existence of Purgatory as did the Jews. In the Book of the Maccabees we 

read about some soldiers who fell in battle who were found to all be wearing a pagan medal. A collection was taken up 

(a sin offering) and prayers were offered for their souls. In the same way today we give money to the church to have 

Masses said for souls in Purgatory. St Augustine, one of the early doctor's of the Church describes Purgatory as a place 

to purify souls before entering Heaven. It is made of a fire so terrifying and penetrating, it is so dreadful it is unlike 

anything on earth, “this fire is destined to purify and cleanse”. Even though the souls are suffering they are still called 

the joyful souls in Purgatory as they know they are on their way to Heaven. If we do   enough penance in this life we 

can go straight to Heaven. This is what we should be striving for. St Teresa of Avila in her book the “Way of 

Perfection”, speaks of how “sweet will death be” for the soul who has fully repented and atoned for all sin. It is 

possible to bypass Purgatory and go straight to Heaven. Saint Giana Molla when close to death told her husband that 

she had “Seen the other side” and that she had been sent back to suffer some more. She  had such a joyfilled married 

life that she had not atoned enough for her sins. She died a short time later. Saint John Bosco raised a boy to life who 

had died. The boy made his confession saying that he needed to or he would have been in Hell for all eternity. Saint 

John Bosco asked if he wanted to return to earth or “go over yonder?” The boy chose “Heaven” and closed his eyes. 

 

There is a modern notion that you hear of when people have recently died. This is the presumption that they have gone 

straight to Heaven. Their funeral, instead of being a time to pray for their soul, is a celebration of their life, no matter 

how dissolute that may have been. This false notion comes from Protestantism creeping into the Church. The false 

Protestant belief that we are saved by faith alone: all we have to do is believe in Jesus to be able to go to Heaven. 

Many of the saints have confirmed the existence of Purgatory. Saint Margaret Mary on the death of her confessor, 

Saint Claude de la Colombiere, asked all the sisters to pray hard for his soul. Shortly after his funeral she revealed that 

he had been released from Purgatory and was now in Heaven. So if saints spend time in Purgatory I'm sure us ordinary 

sinners will be there for a while. 

 

When Our Lady appeared to the children of Fatima she encouraged them to pray and make sacrifices for poor sinners. 

She also asked them to pray the rosary adding this special prayer: “O, my Jesus, forgive us our sins. Save us from the 

fires of Hell and bring all souls to Heaven, especially those who most need of thy mercy.” 

Remind your children that they can help the holy souls who in turn, being closer to God, can help us with small 

favours. 

 

Encourage your children to pray for the souls in Purgatory knowing that one day you will predecease them and so they 

will be praying for you. 

 

 Virtue for the Month of November- Reverence 

 

“To whom will the sublime beauty of a sunset or a Ninth Symphony of Beethoven reveal itself, but 

to him who approaches it reverently and unlocks his heart to it?”   

Von Hildebrand 

                             

  



Father/Son Camp 

 

Thank you to all the dads and boys who came along to our camp in Harrietville. It was 

terrific spending this time together.                                                           
 

 
 


