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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Wed 9th to 30th 

March: 

Yr 7 to 10 Golf 

(every Wednesday 

afternoon from week 

7 to 10) 

 

Thur 10th March: 

Development 

Meeting 

 

Thur 17th March: 

St Patricks Day  

 

Thur 17th March: 

Parent Night 

 

Sat 19th March: 

Feast of St Joseph 

 

Thur 24th to Fri 25th 

March: 

Year 11&12 

Canberra trip. 

 

 

“Lean more on God 

and less on 

ourselves.” 

(St Mary Mackillop 

21-7-1877) 

Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to invite you to the Term 1 Parent 
Night on Thursday 17 March at 7.30pm in the 
Hall. The main purpose of parent nights is to 
reflect on our role and gain some new 
insights that can be applied at home. To that 
end, it promises to be a rich experience with 
guest speaker Steve Lawrence giving an 
address on the topic "Be in the world and not 
of the world: A Guide for Parents". 
 

I've heard it said that parents are not raising 
children; they are raising adults. The point is 
well made, as parents were once children 
and the product of their own upbringing. 
Making the best of the time given to us will 
be crucial to realising the hopes we have for 
raising Catholic children who love God and 
live the life of grace to the full. As Scott Hahn 
comments in his book, The First Society: The 
Sacrament of Matrimony and the Restoration 
of the Social Order, 
 

"We can't control the national or civilisational 
culture our children will inherit, but we can do 
everything in our power to ensure our 
children will inherit the true faith. We can't 
control the nature of the society our children 
will have to contend with, but we can 
influence the nature of the Catholic children 
our society will have to contend with." 
 

In addition to Steve's address and the 
ensuing discussion, JP Sweeney will 
entertain us with some fun Irish music 
(perhaps wear a green accessory for St 
Patrick's Day!), the teaching faculty will make 
a profession of faith as a sign of their 
unswerving commitment to the Catholic faith, 
and we will launch a new College 
prospectus. All that and more before 
enjoying each other's company over a 
beverage. I'm really looking forward to the 
night and the opportunity to catch up with 
each of you. 
 

Warm regards, 
 

Ian Smith 
Principal 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 

Newsletter 

 

  Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au   Phone: (02) 6045 9422    Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 

197 Urana Street Jindera, NSW, 2642 

Kinder Attendance 

Kinder students will begin to attend school 

five days a week from Monday 14th March. 
 

Primary School Readers 

Do you have any readers at home from last 

year that were not returned to the school?  

Please drop them off at the school office so 

they can be returned to their correct 

classroom to be used by other students.  

Thank you.😊 
 

Old Playground 

The old playground at the rear of the food 

tech room is to be removed.  If anyone would 

like to have it, please express your interest to 

the school office by no later than Thursday 

10th March. 
 

School Building Development 

Parents and staff are invited to a meeting on 

Thursday 10th of March at 7.30pm in Saint 

Mary’s Parish Hall to learn about the 

proposed building project for SMMC.  We 

would like to get your feedback. 
 

Our architect, Michael Suttie, is expected to 

Zoom in to talk about the proposal and how 

it fits in with a long-term vision for the future 

of the school. Plans for the school will be on 

display to view during the evening. There will 

be opportunities to ask questions of the 

directors and the architect.  A feedback sheet 

will be provided for you to express your 

views.  
 

Class Parents 

An email asking permission for the school to 

share parent contact information with our 

2022 Class Parents was sent out during the 

week.  Please indicate your permission on 

the online form as soon as possible.  A list of 

this year’s Class Parents and some 

information about their role is attached. 

Week 6, Term 1, 2022 

Friday 4 March 

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner – Year 2 

Mrs Maria McCrohan 

In Geography this 
term, Year Two have 
been gaining an 

understanding of 
maps and globes.  The 
students have been 
investigating the 
connections between 
people and countries.  
Students have learnt 

about the various 
types of maps and 
how we use maps in 
our daily lives.  The 
Year Two students 
have been working 

very diligently to 
make papier mache 

globes of the Earth. 

 

 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

-Lent- 

 

 

 
Lent is a time to work on your children's character, promoting virtue and banishing vice. Firstly, what is character and why 
bother promoting virtue? James Stenson, the author of “Lifeline, The Religious Upbringing of your Children”, defines character 
as the “sum total of good habits formed in the minds and wills”. If virtues are these good habits, then these are what we have 
to be striving for. Vices are bad habits or inclinations of the will; these you seek to overcome. How are we to develop these 
good habits in our children? By the day to day loving interaction where the good of the individual and the family as a whole are 
considered. 
 

The family is the school of virtue. Within the family a person is loved just for being who they are. A good family desires the best 
for each of its members aligned with God's design. The family then is the best place for true character formation, where love is 
the motivating force. In the Vatican II document, “The Church in the Modern World” the primacy of the family is emphasised: 
“the family is, therefore, the first school for social human virtues, which societies need”. The better the job the family does in 
lovingly forming the character of their children, the better our society will be. 
 

This Lent aim to work on character. Firstly, remember that your good example in living out a life of virtue is what your children 
will mirror. Encourage your children to practise particular virtues. Give them opportunities to develop fortitude, for example, by 
performing difficult tasks such as long walks or cleaning jobs around the home. Encourage temperance during Lent by giving 
up food they love and keeping it up even when Lent is over (now that is a difficult one!). Practise Faith during Lent by attending 
extra Lenten devotions and making an effort to be more reverent. Choose one of the virtues each day of Lent and by the end 
of each week all seven (faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance) will have been cultivated in some way. 
 

Children need to be reminded each time they fall into the vice of the opposing virtue they are striving for. Mary Ann Budnik in 
her book, “Raise Happy Children, Teach them Virtue” suggests focusing on particular vices children are prone to. If a child is 
prone to laziness by only choosing the easiest task, extra work on fortitude is required. If a child enjoys finding fault with others, 
strive for justice and charity more in the family. A child who 
continually makes bad decisions needs to learn more about 
prudence. Parents need to pray for guidance in knowing how to 
lovingly lead their children along the path of virtue. 
 

Pray that Our Lord will inspire you on what you can do to be an 
agent of change in bringing about the character formation that God 
has in mind for your child. Each child's path to sanctity is unique, 
and only God has the big picture in mind. 
 

“God has entrusted the souls of your children to you because he 
has great confidence that you can raise them to be saints. As 
Hildebrand's sister told him when he was on the verge of becoming 
a Catholic, “Grace is knocking at your door. If you don't answer it, 
you will lose it.” Use now the grace given to you through the 
Sacrament of Marriage as well as other sacraments to raise them 
to be saints.”- Mary Ann Budnik 

2022 Holy Face Pilgrimage 

A pilgrimage in honour of the Holy Face of Jesus will take 

place on Saturday 2nd April from 7.30am, beginning with 

the Stations of the Cross at the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish, Thurgoona.  Pilgrims will then walk to St Patrick’s 

Church, Albury, with Holy Mass celebrated at the 

conclusion of the pilgrimage.  Please Contact Libby 

Peoples on 0423 154 463 for further information. 

 



2022 Class Parents 

 

Class parents are allocated to each of the classes in the school. The role of the class parents is to be a 
support to other parents in their class. They will organise some social events for the class each year. 
They are a contact point if a family is suffering hardship of some kind and they may arrange material 
assistance such as meals or some other form of support to the parents of the family. 
 
Each class parent will be a member of the School Advisory Council which meets once per term.  The 
School Advisory Council will be the key parent body for feedback to the Principal and the Board on 
school matters.  They will also assist with organising fundraising events such as the Fete and Gala 
Dinner. 
 
For your reference please find a list of class parents and their contact details below 
 
 

Year Level Class Parents  Contact Number 

Kinder - TBA  

Year 1 Carmen & Jason Price 0418 637 707 

Year 2 Catherine & James Stewart 0419 515 330 

Year 3 Anna & Michael Green 0427 694 807 

Year 4 Esther & Daniel Clarke 0477 020 518 

Year 5 Jane & Tom Stead 0408 451 704 

Year 6 Marcia & Wassim Saliba 0401 193 114 

Year 7 Donalee & Phil Murphy 0403 619 044 

Year 8 Loretta & Anthony McFarlane 0439 449 846 

Year 9 Cheradee & Tom Gillespie  0417 682 449 

Year 10 Susan & Peter Voskulen 0458 262 412 

Year 11 & 12 Kathleen & Simon Horsfall 0431 734 206 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through love 

be servants of 

one another. 

-Galations- 5:13- 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Parents are warmly invited to attend the first ‘Parent Night’ for 2022 

7.30pm Thursday 17th March 

In the School Hall 

 

Our Guest Speaker for the evening is Steve Lawrence who will be speaking on the topic 

 

‘Be in the World but not Of the World’ – a guide for parents 

 

The evening will also include the launch of our new College Prospectus, a profession of faith by the 

school staff and, in keeping with the theme of St Patrick’s Day, Irish music, performed by John-Paul 

Sweeney.  Refreshments will also be served. 

 

Come and join us for an insightful evening, good company and music! 

 

 

STEVE LAWRENCE 
 

Steve played football for twelve years at Hawthorn in the AFL. He played in the 1991 Premiership team and was awarded 
Player of the Finals series.  
 

Steve has vast experience working with young people, teachers, and leaders in education and ministry, as well as married 
people and families. He is an entrepreneur, leadership speaker, executive coach and 
mentor. In 2019 he authored Make Your Mark: Five Hidden Keys to Great Leadership, 
which was strongly commended by AFL Legend John Kennedy Senior, and in 2022 will 
publish his third book, The Tiny Book for Giant Men. 
 

A highly sought-after speaker for conferences and major events, Steve is a passionate 
and compelling story teller, who humorously weaves together personal anecdotes with 
leadership insights.  
 

With Annie, his wife of 29 years, he has six children between 27 and 15 years of age. 
 

Steve is delighted to serve the students, staff and parents of Saint Mary Mackillop 
College. 
 


