
 

 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
It is good to be back on board this week and catch up with 
students, staff and parents. We reached the half way point of 
the term on Wednesday and I really encourage the students 
to keep working hard and persisting in their learning 
throughout the second half of the term. 
 
Representative Swimming 
Well done to the team of Primary students who represented 
the school in Wagga on Tuesday. Miss McCormack was very 
impressed by the way they conducted themselves throughout 
the day. We came an admirable third in the handicap and 6th 
out of 9 schools overall, which is a great effort. 
 

 
 
Mrs Mott-Pekolj accompanied the secondary students to 
Wagga yesterday and was also very impressed with the way 
the students conducted themselves and gave their best 
efforts. There were some terrific results and lots of PBs swum 
during the day – great work team! Thank you to all the 
students who proudly represented our school, to the staff for 
their organisation and to the generous parents who provided 
transportation for the events – it is very much appreciated! 
 

School Fees 
School fees have been sent out this week. As an Independent 
School, fees are essential to us being able operate effectively, 
so thank you. Please do not hesitate to get in contact if there 
is any difficulty in paying fees so we can work out the best way 
to support you.  

 
Fathers and Sons Camp 
All families will have received a note this week about the 
upcoming Father/Son camp at Howmans Gap. These camps 
are always a great success and I am sure this year will be 
just as fruitful. Please get your note filled in and back to the 
office as soon as possible so we can continue to work on 
planning for the weekend. If you have any questions about 
the camp please get in touch.  
 
Lowes School uniforms 20% off day. 
On Thursday 15th March there will be a store wide 20% off at 
Lowes on Olive Street in Albury. This would be an ideal time 
to buy Winter Uniform items such as Blazers or Winter skirts 
or pinafores if needed. See attached flyer for a list of which 
uniform items Lowes stock. All other items can be ordered 
from Anastasia Byrnes. Please collect an order form from the 
office if needed. 
 
St Joseph's Feast Day 
SMMC will be celebrating Saint Joseph's Feast Day (Monday 
19th March) by encouraging our students to colour in, do a 
drawing, painting, write a poem or pen a special prayer to St 
Joseph. See the attached flyer. Entries close Friday 16th 
March. The SRC will have cupcakes available on the day and 
paella will be available for lunch thanks to Mr Williams. 
 
ICAS 
If you are interested in your children being involved in the 
upcoming ICAS Assessments, please return the form attached 
to this newsletter. Entries are due by no later than Wednesday 
21st March. No late entries will be accepted. As per other years, 
all year 8s and 10s will take part in the ICAS English and 
Mathematics Assessments as these are non-NAPLAN years 
and it gives the students an opportunity to gain experience with 
these kinds of assessments and gives the school some 
valuable data. The cost of these assessments will be covered 
by the school. 
 
Parent Evening 
Next Thursday 15th March is our first Parent Evening of the 
year. These nights are an integral part of our school and I 
urge you to make every effort to be there. You will hear a 
great talk from Dr Raymond De Souza and it is also a great 
opportunity to touch base with other parents and staff from 
the school. Roll call at 7:30pm! This event is open to the 
public, so please feel free to invite others along. See you 
there. 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  
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2018 Dates for your diary… 

Term 1 – Tuesday 30th January – Friday 13th April 

 Thursday 15th March 7:30pm – Term 1 Parent Evening with Dr Raymond De Souza 

 Monday 19th March – St Joseph’s Feast Day. Cupcakes and Paella for lunch! 

 Monday 26th – Friday 29th March – Yr.12 Exams 

 Friday 6th – Sunday 8th April – Father/Son Camp at Howman’s Gap 

 Wednesday 11th April – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Friday 13th April -  Whole School Assembly after 9:15am Mass 
Term 2 – Tuesday 1st May – Friday 29th June 

 Friday 11th May – SMMC Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course 11:30am – 2:00pm 

 Monday 14th May – BISSA Cross Country  

 Thursday 21st June – BISSA Athletics at Alexandra Park 
Term 3 – Tuesday 24th July – Friday 28th September 

 Saturday 11th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 

 Thursday 9th August – RAS Primary Athletics at Alexandra Park  

 Friday 24th August – Yr.9-12 Snow Trip 

 Wednesday 5th September – The MacKillop Cup. Held at Saint Mary MacKillop College Wagga 
Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December 

 Saturday 27th October – SMMC Annual Fete 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Annita Bell 

Last Thursday our Year 11 Legal Studies class went on an excursion to the Albury Court House as part 

of our study of the Australian Legal System. We were given a grand tour by the clerk of the court. 

Expecting only to get a tour and sit in on the Local Court for some minor traffic offences, we were 

delightfully surprised to learn that we could sit in the public gallery for a local assault case being 

heard in the District Court. It was very interesting. We heard three witnesses be examined and cross-

examined by both counsels. We saw the sheriff fulfill her duties which included, bringing the jury and 

witnesses in and out and handing the judge documents. During the adjournment for morning tea, we 

were given a talk by both the Crown and the Defence, the court reporter and the sheriff. We also went 

to the back of the court house to see the holding cells. It was a shame we could not stay for longer. 

Overall it was very interesting and informative and has expanded our knowledge of criminal law and 

the court process. 
 



  

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

 
 

Lent is a time to work on your children's character, promoting virtue and banishing vice. Firstly, what is 

character and why bother promoting virtue? James Stenson, the author of “Lifeline, The Religious 

Upbringing of your Children”, defines character as the “sum total of good habits formed in the minds and 

wills”. If virtues are these good habits, then these are what we have to be striving for. Vices are bad habits or 

inclinations of the will; these you seek to overcome. How are we to develop these good habits in our 

children? By the day to day loving interaction where the good of the individual and the family as a whole are 

considered. 
 

The family is the school of virtue. Within the family a person is loved just for being who they are. A good 

family desires the best for each of its members aligned with God's design. The family then is the best place 

for true character formation, where love is the motivating force. In the Vatican II document, “The Church in 

the Modern World” the primacy of the family is emphasised: “the family is, therefore, the first school for 

social human virtues, which societies need”. The better the job the family does in lovingly forming the 

character of their children, the better our society will be. 
 

This Lent aim to work on character. Firstly, remember that your good example in living out a life of virtue is 

what your children will mirror. Encourage your children to practise particular virtues. Give them 

opportunities to develop fortitude, for example, by performing difficult tasks such as long walks or cleaning 

jobs around the home. Encourage temperance during Lent by giving up food they love and keeping it up 

even when Lent is over (now that is a difficult one!). Practise Faith during Lent by attending extra Lenten 

devotions and making an effort to be more reverent. Choose one of the virtues each day of Lent and by the 

end of each week all seven (faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance) will have been 

cultivated in some way. 
 

Children need to be reminded each time they fall into the vice of the opposing virtue they are striving for. 

Mary Ann Budnik in her book, “Raise Happy Children, Teach them Virtue” suggests focusing on particular 

vices children are prone to. If a child is prone to laziness by only choosing the easiest task, extra work on 

fortitude is required. If a child enjoys finding fault with others, strive for justice and charity more in the 

family. A child who continually makes bad decisions needs to learn more about prudence. Parents need to 

pray for guidance in knowing how to lovingly lead their children along the path of virtue. 
 

This Lent may be the time for parents to draw up a booklet with a section for each child. On each page note 

the natural virtues a child possesses and the ones they have to strive for. Draw up a ‘Battle Plan’ on how to 

promote the virtues most needed and how to counteract the opposing vices. 

                             

Pray that Our Lord will inspire you on what you can do to be an agent of change in bringing about the 

character formation that God has in mind for your child. Each child's path to sanctity is unique, and only 

God has the big picture in mind. 
 

“God has entrusted the souls of your children to you because he has great confidence that you can raise them 

to be saints. As Hildebrand's sister told him when he was on the verge of becoming a Catholic, “Grace is 

knocking at your door. If you don't answer it, you will lose it.” Use now the grace given to you through the 

Sacrament of Marriage as well as other sacraments to raise them to be saints.”- Mary Ann Budnik 

 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH: HOPE 

God is our loving Father, we have nothing to fear. 
 


