
  

 

 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Our school entered into the 2019 Sydney Royal Flower and Garden 
Show and received first place in the regional schools category, two 
years running. We were 
commended for our 
sustainability methods 
including composting, worm 
farm, organic pest control and 
our seed raising program. The 
students from years 3-6 all put 
a lot of effort into the garden 
and should be commended for 
their great work. 
 
Congratulations to the Green Family on the arrival of little baby 
Elisabeth. We wish her all the best for the future.  
 
We have our first whole school assembly next Friday 7th June. The 
assembly will take place after the 9.20am Mass. Please feel free to 
come along.  
 
Monday 10th June is a public holiday due to the Queen’s Birthday. 
We hope you and your family enjoy this long weekend and we will 
see students on Tuesday 11th June.  
 
Trivia Night  
The year 12’s invite you to their Trivia Night on Saturday 22nd June 
at Holy Spirit Hall at 7.00pm. This fundraiser is to assist them in 
presenting the school with their farewell gift. 
$10 per person or Early bird: $80 for a table of 10. 
Drinks will be available for purchase. There will be a coin toss & other 
games with prizes to be won. BYO food.  
Book via text or email. Ph. 0491 071 365  
Email: india.mcalister@smmc.nsw.edu.au  
Please see attached flyer. 
 
Speaking Competition 
On the 23rd May 2019, 13 of our Years 3-6 students participated in 
the Public Speaking competition organised by the Lions Club. This 
competition gave our students the opportunity to develop their ability 
and confidence to speak in public. In delivering their speeches, it was 
obvious that each student had put in a lot of effort in preparing and 
rehearsing their speeches. In the end though, the adjudicators had 
to select 2 outstanding from the Years 3-4 and 2 from the Years 5-6. 
All other students received a Participation Award and we hope to 
present them with another opportunity in 2020 to achieve the 
Outstanding Speaker award. 
Years 3-4 Outstanding Speaker Award – Felicity Suttie 
Runner up – Bethany Dodd 
Years 5-6 Outstanding Speaker Award – Celine Chandrasegaran 
Runner up – Ignatius Garratt 
Congratulations to all participants 
 

 
 
P & F News 
A big thank you to the 12 families who came along to help at the 
Bunnings barbecue on Saturday 18th May. A profit of $1,229.77 was 
made which was a wonderful effort. We will not be going ahead with 
the previously mentioned Bunnings barbecue on Saturday 29th June. 
We will, however, be assisting with an afternoon tea following the 
Gillespie-Cattell wedding on Saturday 29th June. More details to 
follow. Please keep in mind the letter attached to the last newsletter 
seeking business donations for the Gala Dinner and Fete and let us 
know if you are in a position to help with this. 
Our next Gala Dinner and Fete planning meeting will be on 
Wednesday 12th June at 2.30pm in the school library. 
Our next P & F meeting will be on Thursday 22nd August at 7pm in 
the school library. 
 
Hot Chocolate Day 
Next Wednesday 5th June, our year 12’s have another Hot 
Chocolate day. Students will be able to purchase hot chocolate for 
$1 or $2 for hot chocolate and cookies.  
 
Parent Evening 
Thank you to all who were able to come along to wonderful talk last 
Tuesday night by Mike and Alicia Hernon. It is always good to see 
such a large turnout at these events.  
www.messyfamilyproject.org 
 
Mary Help of Christians Feast Day 
What a great day everyone had last Friday. The primary girls looked 
very nice in their white dresses. A big thankyou to all who were able 
to donate some beautifully made cupcakes, the students enjoyed 
them very much, and they also enjoyed sausages in bread and 
wonderful homemade soup for lunch. Thankyou to everyone who 
helped to make this day so special.  
 
Cleaning Job Vacancy 
Our school is currently look for another cleaner to join us. If you may 
be interested or know of someone please contact Paul McCormack.  
Email: business.manager@smmc.nsw.edu.au  
 
Mobile Phones 
Just a reminder that it is part of our school rules that students are not 
to have mobile phones at school. If you would like your child to have 
a phone with them for any reason please write a note to the school.  
 
7/8 Science 
The Years Seven and Eight are 
preparing their saturated solution for 
the investigation of the formation of 
crystals for the NSW Crystal Growing 
Competition. At the end of Term 
Two, crystals will be sent to the Royal 
Australian Chemical Institute for 
judging.  
 

Week 5, Term 2                                            Friday 31st  May , 2019 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Faith is to believe what you do not see. 

The reward of faith is to see what you 

believe.”  

- St. Augustine 
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Our Year 9/10 Elective Visual Arts students have just completed a unit on sculpture making. As a 
class we looked at some influential sculpture artist over the last few centuries and experimented 
with a range of materials to make our out sculptures. Students made simple sculptures out of 
paper, cardboard, wire, string. After looking at the British nature artist Andy Goldsworthy, they even 
made some temporary sculptures around the school garden using natural elements such as 
leaves, sticks, stones, flower petals, and other things they could find which were natural to the 
location. 
To conclude the unit, the students had to design and make a terracotta sculpture, which had some 
practical function, in addition to aesthetic considerations. Once the initial design was complete, the 
students worked on them for several weeks. Once the sculpting was complete, we allowed them to 
dry for a little while, and then took them to St Paul’s in Walla Walla, where their Visual Arts teacher 
was kind enough to fire them for us. Aside from a few minor casualties during the firing process, 
the final sculptures turned out very well. They should all be very proud of their work. 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Dates for your diary… 

Term 2 – Tuesday 30th April – Friday 28th June (9 Weeks) 

 Tuesday 4th June -  Questacon Smart Skills Work Shop 

 Wednesday 5th June – Deadly Creatures visit SMMC 

 Friday 7th June – Whole School Assembly  

 Monday 10th June – Queen’s Birthday holiday 

 Wednesday 12th June – Gala & Fete planning meeting 2.30pm in school Library  

 Tuesday 18th June – BISSA Athletics  

 Thursday 20th June – Tertiary Day and Careers Expo at Albury Entertainment Centre 9am-12pm 

 Wednesday 26th June – SRC Breakfast   

 Friday 28th June – Yr 6 Performance – The Selfish Giant 

 Friday 28th June – Last day of Term 
Term 3 – Tuesday 23rd July – Friday 27th September (10 Weeks) 

 Tuesday 6th August – RAS Athletics 

 Thursday 8th August – SMMC Feast Day 

 Saturday 10th August – Gala Dinner 

 Thursday 15th August – The Assumption 

 Thursday 22nd August  - P&F meeting 7.00pm 

 Friday 20th – Sunday 22nd September – Father and Son Camp 
Term 4 – Monday 14th October – Thursday 5th December (8 Weeks) 

 Saturday 26th October – School Fete 

 Friday 1st November – All Saints day 

 Monday 18th – Friday 22nd November – Primary Intensive Swimming 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Kieran Williams 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 
 

 
 

How do we maintain our Christian focus in a hedonistic society? 
 
Hedonism is total unbridled pleasure seeking. This notion is prevalent in our society that the only 
thing that matters is having a good time and enjoying yourself as much as possible. This is total self-
indulgence without thinking of the consequences. Anyone that has looked at a new home project 
lately would be amazed at the size of the parents’ area. It usually takes of one third of the house 
and is right at the other end of the home, away from the children's bedrooms. It has the essential 
enormous spa bath located in the ensuite which generally isn't separated from the parents’ bedroom. 
No expense or luxurious appointment is spared. There are lots of other examples of this excessive 
pleasure seeking everywhere. 
 
But what has all this to do with children? It is just as much part of the child culture as well. Children 
quite often in modern society are allowed to play whatever they like on the computer and for as long 
as they like. One mother told me she eventually had to limit her son's computer time to 3-4 hours 
per day! What ever happened to kids playing outside? Other hedonistic child culture features are 
children's birthday parties where because it is their birthday they can eat or have whatever they like. 
Some have parties with friends staying over where they stay up all night at the other end of the 
house so as not to disturb anyone. Any time kids are allowed to have or do anything they like with 
the pleasurable things of life they are practising hedonism. 
 
What is the solution? Perhaps hedonism isn't part of your home or lifestyle but because it is so 
prevalent in our culture as parents we have to foster the virtues our children will need to counter this 
plague. Temperance is the virtue required, enjoying the good things in life in moderation.  
 
As a parent, give children limits on pleasures. With food, have a rule of no unauthorised snacks and 
no dessert until dinner is finished. Computer time monitored and restricted to say no more than 30 
minutes at a time unless for some school project. Have Fridays as a day “on guard” where the 
children make food sacrifices such as the traditional no meat and maybe no sweets or no snacking 
at all. Birthday parties should be lots of fun but with limits such as they end at some reasonable hour 
and everyone goes home. The food at parties needs to have some sort of limit also. Set a good 
example yourself of enjoying alcohol and other adult pleasures in moderation. 
 

Always remember as a parent that you are bringing up your children to be fine upstanding men and 
women and try to keep this vision in the forefront of your parenting. Pray that God and his angels 
and saints will help you to be the parent that he knew you could be when he called you to the 
vocation of marriage.  
 
 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY – JUSTICE  
 

“Justice consists not in being neutral between right and wrong, but in finding out the right and 

upholding it, wherever found, against the wrong.” 

- Theodore Roosevelt 

 
 

 


