
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
SRC Breakfast Club 
Thank you to Mr Williams and 
the SRC for cooking up 
another beautiful breakfast this 
morning. Here is Tom Van der 
Horst cooking up the bacon, 
with evidence of egg cracker 
extraordinaire Joseph Ryan’s 
work on the table in front of the 
pan. Thanks to everyone for 
their assistance in what is 
always a terrific community 
event.  
 
Athletics Carnival 
Well done to all the students who participated with such 
enthusiasm and great sportsmanship at our Athletics on 
Monday. We were very blessed with great weather on the day 
and many records were broken. A HUGE thank you to all the 
wonderful parents who gave up their time to help on the day, 
to Mrs Mott for her incredible organisation and to the staff and 
students who helped out in any capacity. Age champions 
were as follows: 
5,6,7 :  Bethany Wright  & Xavier Byrnes 
8,9 :   Gabrielle Byrnes & David Wright 
10, 11 :  Kateri Byrnes  & Darcy Simpson 
12, 13 : Clare Horsfall  & Samuel Perry 
14, 15 :  Isabel Perry  & Tom Irwin 
Open :  Johanna Ryan  & Tom van der Horst 
We ran out of time on Monday, so held our relays at school 
today. Congratulations to Saint Francis of Assisi who was the 
overall house winner on 2026 points ahead of Saint John 
Bosco on 1866 points. Great team spirit was on display 
throughout which is most important. Students will now be 
selected to represent SMMC at the next level of competition 
later in the year. Well done to all participants! 
 
Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 
We had a small ceremony at school on Friday to mark the 
anniversary of Our Lady’s first apparition at Fatima. We 
crowned our Lady, sung some hymns and prayed the Litany 
to Our Lady. The month of May is a wonderful time to revisit 
this incredible event and renew or strengthen our dedication 
to praying the rosary as a family. 
 
P&F  
Thank you to the parents who were able to come along to our 
Parents and Friends Meeting last Thursday. We discussed  

 
the upcoming Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner in August 
and the Annual Fete in October, which we put a lot of work 
into from this point forward. Many hands are needed to share 
the load, so please come along to our Subcommittee 
Meetings if you are able to and share your ideas and see 
what you might be able to assist with. The first meeting was 
held today and subsequent meetings will be advertised 
through the newsletter and via email. 
 
Bunnings BBQ 
We are hoping for another great day for our Bunnings BBQ 
this coming Saturday. If you are able to donate an hour of 
your time to help out please let us know. Last year we cooked 
500 sausages and raised over $1000, so we are hoping for a 
similar result this year. Thank you to the P&F for their 
organisation and coordination of this event. 
 
RAS Primary Cross Country 
Congratulations to all our students who represented SMMC 
at the Cross Country event at Jindera Golf Course last Friday. 
All runners gave their best efforts and we had some really 
good results with many top 15 finishers. We took out the 
Handicap Trophy which is an average points scored per 
student – an excellent effort! Well done everyone. 

P&F Raffles 
Congratulations to Donalee Murphy who won first prize in 
the Mother’s Day Raffle and to Tom Jeffery of Jindera who 
took out second prize. Thank you to everyone for their 
support of this raffle, 
which was a great 
success. Please keep 
selling the Wood 
Raffle tickets over the 
next two weeks. We 
will draw this raffle on 
Friday 26th May and it 
is guaranteed to keep 
you warm! 

 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  
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Dates for your diary… 

 Tuesday lunchtimes – Chess Club with Mr Couture and Mr Galvin  

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 
 
Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 23rd June 

 Wednesdays 24th, 31st May and 7th June – Flyaway Gymnastics Program for K-6 

 Saturday 20th May – SMMC P&F BBQ at Bunnings 9am – 4pm – help is needed! 

 Tuesday 23rd May – ICAS Digital Technologies 

 Wednesday 24th May – Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day – 12pm Mass then procession 

 Friday 26th May – P&F Wood Raffle Drawn 

 Tuesday 30th May – ICAS Science 

 Monday 12th June – Labour Day Holiday 

 Tuesday 13th June – ICAS Writing 

 Wednesday 14th June – ICAS Spelling 

 Wednesday 21st June – SRC Breakfast Club 8:30 – 9:15am 

 Wednesday 21st June – Primary Parent/Teacher Interviews 
 
Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Thursday 10th August – RAS Primary Athletics at Alexandra Park 

 Saturday 12th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 
 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 

 Saturday 4th November 6pm– Yr.12 Graduation Dinner, Banksia Room @ Commercial Club 

 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Kathleen Horsfall 

Clockwise from top left: 
1. 9/10 Science - launching the water rocket as part of a unit on rockets and space science. 
2. Yr.11 Biology- Looking at cells under the microscope as part of a unit of work on cell replication. 
3. Yr.12 Biology- Repeating Pasteur's experiment to disprove spontaneous generation as part of a 

unit of work on health and disease. 
4. Yr.12 Chemistry students identifying unknown chemicals using all of their Chemistry skills. 

 



  
 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

 

Kindness in everyday life. 
 

Kindness is a gift of oneself given to others. It is love in action. Parents, as the primary educators of 

children, have an important role to play in transforming the world for the better. Kindness is shown by 

small acts of service and courtesies shown to others. Parents, by the nature of their relationship with their 

children, show them first hand many acts of loving kindness. Especially for children, this is giving them 

your time. I read somewhere that to children love is a four letter word spelt T_I_M_E. 

 

There are a wealth of beautiful stories for children which teach them about the power of kindness. One of 

my favourite stories is the story of Saint Lawrence who saw a poor beggar on the side of the road. He was 

moved with pity for the man and tore his cloak in two, giving half of it to the poor man. Later Our Lord 

appeared to him, he was that poor man whom Saint Lawrence had cared for. Another story to touch your 

child's heart is the story of “The Selfish Giant” by Oscar Wilde. This story gives a lesson in selfishness 

and promotes the opposite virtues: love and kindness. The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams and 

Rocking Horse Land by Laurance Housman, are two more stories to look out for. Children will cherish 

these stories and ponder the moral lessons for long after. 

 

Elizabeth Leseur was a French lady who lived from 1866-1914. Most of her life she was an invalid. 

Her husband Felix was an atheist and she was forbidden to speak about her faith to him or any of his 

atheistic academic friends, who frequented their home. The only way she was able to show the great depth 

of her faith was with her small constant acts of kindness. She wrote in her dairy: “To give myself 

generously, and not to expect or calculate on the least return for the gift or the faintest satisfaction; not to 

desire affection or esteem, or sympathy, or still less, praise.” This inner goodness that was revealed in her 

small deeds eventually changed her husband from atheist to priest. After her death he lived until 1950. He 

spent the rest of his life spreading the message of her life and writings which is known as “The Secret 

Diary of Elizabeth Leseur”. There is presently a cause for her canonisation. Kindness is powerful in 

touching those people close to us and also in those we come across in everyday life. 

 

A friend told a story of kindness. “I used to take the kids to the library on Friday afternoon after piano 

lessons. It was about the only time I had all of them with me in the car to be able to go. We would arrive 

about 5.15pm and the library closed at 5.30. As it was a small town it wasn't open on Saturdays or 

Mondays. We would usually arrive and dash around quickly for 5 minutes or so picking out a few books 

(only 30 or so). I could tell we were a real nuisance to the librarian, so I decided to go out of my way to 

be kind to her and to encourage the children to do the same. I would always smile and make an effort to 

exchange pleasantries with her and ask after her family members, who (since it was a small town) I also 

knew. We eventually became great friends and she was, in the end, so helpful and supportive of my 

children's education, I don't think I could have done without her.” Kindness is a great gift and it is we 

who, in giving, receive.  

 

 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY- FAITH 

“Only when a person is deeply in love with God will he have the desire, along with the will, to struggle 

against his vices to acquire virtues.” 

- Mary Ann Budnik 
 


