
 

Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
The weeks are certainly flying by with enough on to keep 
us well and truly out of trouble. I hope your Lent has 
begun well as we strive to use this time to improve 
ourselves personally and spiritually. 
 
Swimming Carnival 

The way our students 
conducted themselves at last 
week’s swimming carnival 
was exceptional. We continue 
to build up a great culture of 
support for all students, which 
assists in everyone being very 
willing to get in the pool and 

have a go, which is great to see. At the end of the day St 
Francis of Assisi won the day with 1261 points ahead of 
St John Bosco on 1124. Well done! There were 52 
records set on the day (some due to new age categories). 
Congratulations to our age champions; 5/6/7 – Carlos 

Patino-Tsolakis and Catherine Suttie; 8/9s – Joseph Von 
Marburg and Eve Woods; 10/11s – Xander Saliba and 
Rose Woods; 12/13 Primary Boy – Augustine von 
Marburg; 13/14 High School - Franz von Marburg; 12 G – 
Giselle Dawson; 13 G – Lucy Wright; 14 G – Hope Woods; 
15/16s – Max von Marburg and Claudia McLeod; Open – 
Matthew Woods and Lucy von Marburg. Well done to all 
students who got in the pool and gave their best efforts 
for their team. 
 
Classroom Information Sessions 
It was great to see parents who were able to make the 
classroom information sessions last Monday. If you 
missed these sessions and would like to catch up with 
your child’s teacher, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Also if you have any feedback re the night (e.g. timing), 

please send me a quick email. We really want to promote 
a culture of the home and school working together for 
your children. 
 
Secondary Retreat Days 
This week the secondary students were involved in a 
retreat with Verbum Dei Missionaries, which I hope they 
found very valuable. They have learnt a great method of 
praying with the scriptures that I am sure will hold them in 
good stead. Thank you to Frances, Dan and Gabby for 
volunteering their time to be with us. God Bless you! 
 
P&F Meeting 
Thank you to the parents who made it along to our first 
P&F Meeting for the year last Thursday. We have 
committed funds to finishing the Hall Kitchen hopefully by 
mid-March and more shelving and Bibles for classrooms. 
Lots of great fundraising to happen across the year, so 
please get involved where you can. New ideas are always 
welcome. 
 
Coles Sports for School 

This promotion has started on 7th February and runs 
through until 3rd April. For every $10 spent at Coles you 
receive a 'Sports Voucher' that can count towards 
equipment and resources for our school. Please bring 
any vouchers you may have into the office. 
 

Absences 
If your child is absent from school please email the school 
to notify us office@smmc.nsw.edu.au with a reason for 
the absence (family, illness etc). If your child arrives after 
morning assembly (approximately 9:30am) or needs to 
leave school before 3.20pm please fill out the relevant 
sign in or sign out sheet in the school office. Accreditation 
standards for the school require written explanations of 
student absences from a parent. 
 
School Fees will be issued within the next fortnight and 
School photos will be taken in Term 2 this year. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the week! Don’t forget there is a Whole 
School Assembly after Mass next Friday 2nd March. All 
welcome. 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  

Week 4, Term 1                                                      Friday 23rd February 2018 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Run, jump, have all the fun you want at the 
right time, but, for heaven’s sake, do not 
commit sin!” 

 – Saint John Bosco 
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2018 Dates for your diary… 

Term 1 – Tuesday 30th January – Friday 13th April 

 Secondary Swimming Program - Wednesday 28th February and 7th March 

 Friday 2nd March – Whole School Assembly after 9:15am Mass 

 Tuesday 6th March – RAS Primary Swimming Competition in Wagga 

 Thursday 8th March – BISSA Swimming Competition in Wagga 

 Thursday 15th March 7:30pm – Term 1 Parent Evening with Dr Raymond De Souza 

 Monday 26th – Friday 29th March – Yr.12 Exams 

 Friday 6th – Sunday 8th April – Father/Son Camp at Howman’s Gap 

 Wednesday 11th April – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Friday 13th April -  Whole School Assembly after 9:15am Mass 
Term 2 – Tuesday 1st May – Friday 29th June 

 Friday 11th May – SMMC Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course 11:30am – 2:00pm 

 Monday 14th May – BISSA Cross Country  

 Thursday 21st June – BISSA Athletics at Alexandra Park 
Term 3 – Tuesday 24th July – Friday 28th September 

 Saturday 11th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 

 Thursday 9th August – RAS Primary Athletics at Alexandra Park  

 Friday 24th August – Yr.9-12 Snow Trip 

 Wednesday 5th September – The MacKillop Cup. Held at Saint Mary MacKillop College Wagga 
Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December 

 Saturday 27th October – SMMC Annual Fete 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Andrew Flores 

A big focus for the Year 3/4’s in the opening weeks of the school year has been on handwriting. The 

transition from Year 2 to 3 is a big one in many ways, especially when the teacher begins writing on 

the board in what seems to be a whole different language! Thanks to our LEM Phonics program and 

the creative skill of our teaching staff, we have begun to implement a uniform style of cursive 

handwriting from the year 3’s and above. Here you will see a few snaps of the students hard at work, 

perfecting their strokes, flicks and joins. I am very pleased with their progress and they should be 

congratulated. Perhaps for some, the prized Pen Licence is not too far away! 
 



  

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 
                               Lent: Joy in Suffering 

 

True joy comes only from faithfully doing God's will in each moment and accepting suffering knowing that 

it comes from God and is for our good. This joy doesn't come easily and can be a constant struggle. John 

Paul II at World Youth day told young people, “True joy is a victory, something which cannot be obtained 

without a long and difficult struggle. Christ holds the secret of this victory.” 

 

True happiness is what every person longs for. This longing for happiness is really a longing for God and for 

heaven. We have truly only fleeting glimpses of this true happiness. We will only be perfectly happy when 

we are in heaven. This yearning is written on the heart of man by his Creator, as Saint Augustine says, “You 

have made us for yourself, O Lord, and we are restless until we rest in you.”  Dr Isaac, author of “Character 

Building”, states that ' happiness in this world comes from a combination of pleasure and suffering.' Pleasure 

such as happy family times sweetens life whereas suffering matures us. In the same way pruning the rose 

bush brings forth beautiful roses and shapes the bush in the right direction, improving and enhancing the 

natural beauty of the plant. 

 

True happiness also exists in the gift of self, “it is in giving that we receive”. For us this means faithfully 

doing God's will in each moment. Cheerfulness is the virtue that enables us to give of ourselves to do God's 

will with a generous spirit even when it involves suffering. During Lent we take on extra suffering to purify 

ourselves and make ourselves more holy and pleasing to God. This gives us plenty of opportunity to practise 

the virtue of cheerfulness - still faithfully doing God's will despite the extra suffering. This Lent make a 

decision to banish sadness far from you, knowing that to give into it is to give into the evil one. Go into 

battle and conquer it with the virtue of cheerfulness. 

 

This Ash Wednesday ashes are placed on your forehead to remind you that your body will one day turn to 

dust. Be filled with joy knowing that your eternal soul will one day be with God. “No eye has seen, no ear 

has heard, the wonders that I have in store for those who love me.” Lent is a time to turn joyfully back to 

God knowing that this life on earth is so brief compared to eternity. Lent prefigures the life of man on earth. 

The six weeks of Lent represent man's time of purification on earth, striving for perfection through the day, 

living out a life of virtue founded in penance and almsgiving. This time on earth, ending in bodily death, 

followed shortly afterwards with the resurrection when we, like Christ, see God face to face. The time Our 

Lord spent in the tomb prefiguring the time a soul spends in purgatory. The six weeks prefiguring eternity. 

This Lent turn back to God and joyfully serve him in everything you do, knowing that life is short and 

eternity goes on forever. 

 

Be joy filled people, full of hope. Use this time given to us to examine our relationship with God and what 

we need to do to truly rid ourselves of sin and attachment to this world. True happiness and joy comes from 

faithfully doing God's will. “He who wills nothing but what God wills is always happy; for, as everything 

happens by the will of God, the soul has always that which it wills.” (St Augustine)  

 

 

 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY-LOVE 

“Only a deep, heartfelt personal love for God - God loved through and through in the family, 

God dwelling alive in the hearts of one's parents- will last your children a lifetime and direct 

their lives aright.” James Stenson 
  



 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          
      

Monica’s Mothers 
 
A group of mothers who pray 
each Wednesday after 8:30am Mass at St 
Mary's, Jindera for our children, godchildren 
and grandchildren. Before praying a special 
prayer to St Monica and then praying the 
Rosary, mothers are invited to request special 
intentions. Many intentions are also written 
down and placed in an envelope which remains 
on the side altar to Our Lady during the week. 
Each month we give a stipend to one of our 
priests and ask for Mass to be offered for these 
intentions. All mothers are welcome to pray 
with us. 
 

Club 456 
What: A parent-initiative to foster virtue and 

friendship for girls in years 4, 5 & 6 
Where: 156 Pilbara Place, Albury 

When: 4.30pm-6.00pm Wednesday 7th March 
and Wednesday 4th April  

Cost: $6 per session / $10 per Term (covers 
cost of afternoon tea and activities) 

Enquiries: Loretta 0439449846; Alison 
0421073506 

Recollections for Women 
Thursdays at Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Lavington on the following dates: 
 

1st March 
24th April 
24th May 
28th June 
26th July 

30th August 
27th September 

25th October 
29th November 

 
9am Mass 

Recollection from 9.45am to 11.30am 
Babysitting will be available from 9.30am 

A time for personal reflection on topics to do 
with everyday life. 

 
Contacts: 
Alison Patino – 0421 073 506 
Loretta McFarlane – 0439 449 846 

Recollections for Men 
 

28 February (St Mary’s Jindera) 
March - no recollection. 

25 April 
23 May 
27 June 
25 July 

29 August 
26 September 

24 October 
28 November 

December - no recollection. 
 

The Recollections start at 730pm. 
 

Contact: 

Anthony McFarlane – 0410 508 284 

Talk for Dads & Sons 
 

Thursday 1st March at 22 Gale Court Thurgoona 
from 5:30 – 7:30pm. 

 
See attached flyer for more information. 

Holy League 
Prayer, Fraternity, Sacraments. A parish 

based network of men united in devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament. Begins with Holy 
Hour at Saint Mary’s Jindera at 7:30pm. 

 
Monday 19th March 
Tuesday 17th April 
Tuesday 15th May 
Tuesday 19th June 
Tuesday 17th July 

Tuesday 21st August 
Tuesday 18th September 

Tuesday 16th October 
Tuesday 20th November 
Tuesday 18th December 

 
Chaplain: Fr Brendan Lee (0438 712 071) 
Organiser: James Stewart (0490 751 338) 

 


