
 
 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
It has certainly been a busy start to Term 4 and it is hard 
to believe we are a third of the way through the term. Last 
Saturday’s School Fete was a huge success and I thank 
all contributors very sincerely for the work they put in to 
make it such a memorable event. The final total raised 
was $10,013, which is an incredible result. God certainly 
answered our prayers with the weather, which helped 
everyone to enjoy what was on offer. 
 
Father/Son Camp 
It is only 2 weeks until the Father/Son Camp at Harrietville. 
So far we have 34 boys and 15 dads on board. If you haven’t 
filled in your form yet, please get in touch with us ASAP as 
we provided these numbers to Feathertop Chalet yesterday. 
Plans are being finalised and further information will be sent 
out within the next week on the plan of attack for the 3 days, 
including what to bring. It will be a great weekend away. 
 
Visit from Mission Team 
Yesterday we were 
blessed with a visit from 
Sister Mary Emmanuel 
and Mission Team from 
Franklin in Tasmania. The 
sisters of the 
Immaculata’s apostolate 
focuses on parish renewal through Adoration and Faith 
Formation. The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed their 
joyful presence in our school.  
 
All Saints Day 
Next Tuesday we celebrate All Saints Day. At some stage 
throughout the day students will head to the church to pray. 
The Primary School Students will be dressing up as a saint 
they admire and we will have a parade at 11:30am where 
they can tell us something about their saint. At Recess the 
SRC will be selling cupcakes for $1. All money raised will 
go to the Missions. For lunch we will be making Salad Rolls 
for the students for $1.50 per roll. There is no need for 
money to go to the office. Students can hold onto their money 
and pay directly when they receive their food. Thank you!  
 
All Souls Day – 2nd November 
We will have Mass at 12:00pm on All Souls Day next 
Wednesday and afterwards process to the cemetery to bless 
the graves. We remember all our loved ones and all the 

faithful departed especially during the month of November. 
Yr.6 Transition Day 
Next Friday 4th November from 11:20am – 3:20pm our Yr.6 
Students will be in with the current Yr.7s to gain some 
experience of what it is like in High School.  
 
Level 1 Dinner 
A group of about 30 
people enjoyed a 
lovely dinner at La 
Maison last Tuesday 
18th October to 
celebrate our High 
School Students 
who had achieved 
Level 1 on the High 
School Awards System. Congratulation to Johanna Ryan, 
Chloe Van Der Horst, Bernadette McCrohan, Ruby McLaurin, 
Joshua Morris, Brigid Horsfall, Lillian Murphy, Damien Bell 
and Hannah Moriarty. Thank you to Wasim and Marcia Saliba 
for providing beautiful food and for their ongoing support. 
 
Farewell 
Last Friday we 
farewelled the 
Buchanan family as 
they headed back to 
Murwillumbah. We 
wish them all the best 
and keep them in our 
prayers as they settle in to their new home. In true SMMC 
tradition, the students and staff formed a guard of honour as 
they left the school grounds. 
 
Help Needed 
Mrs Mott and her family have recently purchased a house in 
Jindera. They need some muscles to help them move on 
Saturday 10th December, so please get in touch if you are 
able to help out. There will be a BBQ put on to thank the 
helpers (only once the job is done!) 
 
Seminarians Visit 
Next Thursday 3rd November some Vianney College 
Seminarians will visit SMMC to talk with the students. Serra 
Club members will be cooking sausages for the students’ 
lunch on this day. 
 
God Bless, 
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Dates for your diary… 
• Tuesday 1st November – All Saints Day. Primary Students dress up as a Saint. 
• Wednesday 2nd November – All Souls Day. Mass at 12pm followed by visit to the cemetery. All welcome 
• Thursday 3rd November – visit from Seminarians 
• Friday 4th November – Yr.6 transition day for 2017 Yr.7 - 11:20 – 3:20 
• Monday 7th – Thursday 10th November – Yr.7-10 Exam Week 
• Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp, Harrietville 
• Monday 14th – Friday 18th November – Primary School Swimming Program at Jindera Pool 
• Tuesday 15th November 5:30pm - Information Session for 2017 Kinder Parents 
• Thursday 17th November - P&F AGM 7:30pm 
• TRANSITION DAYS for 2017 Kinders– Fridays 18th November, 25th November and 2nd December. 9:15 – 12:00 
• Tuesday 6th December 7pm – School Presentation Night at SMMC 
• Thursday 8th December – Term Four finishes for students. 12pm Mass to celebrate the Immaculate 

Conception and our school year. 
2017 Dates 
• Friday 29th January – Staff Development Day 
• Monday 30th January – Staff Professional Development day with Dr Gerard O’Shea 
• Tuesday 31st January – Students begin 
• Term 1 – Tuesday 31st January – Friday 7th April 
• Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 30th June 
• Term 3 – Tuesday 25th July – Friday 22nd September 
• Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

~ CURRICULUM CORNER ~ Mr Andrew Flores 

The Year 1/2s have been getting their hands dirty and learning about plants and living things such as 
animals and insects. This has linked hand in hand with the transformation of the area just outside our 

classroom, with the concreting being completed and garden bed set up! The students used their 
mathematical and decision making skills to create a pattern for them to follow when it came time to 

plant the different coloured plants. We are looking forward to the Dianthus coming out in full blossom 
in the coming short while. Many thanks to all involved in the laying of the concrete slabs and to Mr. 

Burton who helped with the garden! 
 



  
  

Year 12 Biology- studying 
enzymes and 

temperature sensitivity. 
Rennet and Milk. 

Year 12 Biology- 
enzymes pH 
sensitivity, 

temperature 
sensitivity and 

substrate 
concentration with 
catalase enzyme in 

potatoes. 

~ CURRICULUM CORNER ~ Mrs Kathleen Horsfall 

Year 12 Chemistry- 
using the fume 

cupboard for smelly 
chemicals. testing 

the difference 
between alkanes 

and alkenes. 

Year 9/10 
Looking at cells 

through the 
microscope. 



 

 
LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 
Encouraging children to make sacrifices for God. 

 
The family is the best place to train children to offer up sacrifices and small mortifications. “The Story of a 
Soul”, by Saint Therese tells of how, as a child, her mother gave all the girls a set of “sacrifice beads”- a set 
of ten beads with a medal at one end and a crucifix at the other. The beads were on a stretchy string so that 
when she had performed a sacrifice she was able to pull a bead. It was a way for her to keep a tally of the 
presents she had made for God. In the same way that the Martin family trained their children we can also. 
Children are motivated to make small sacrifices if we tell them that their offerings are like precious jewels to 
lay before the throne of God to show him how much we love him. Sometimes they can “offer up” their 
sacrifice in union with Jesus on the cross for a special cause such as the conversion of a relative or for 
someone who is ill. When Saint Therese was a child she heard of a murderer who was to be executed and 
showed no remorse. Saint Therese didn't want anyone to go to Hell so she prayed and made the sacrifices 
that this man wouldn't. Before he was executed he kissed a crucifix as a sign that he had repented at the last 
minute. God has tremendous love for children. “I bless Thee, O Father, because Thou hast hidden these 
things from the wise and the prudent, and hast revealed them to little ones” (Luke 10:21). Remind children 
of how pleasing to God their small offerings are. 
 
Practising mortifications and sacrifices helps train children in the virtues of temperance and fortitude. Mary 
Ann Budnik in her book “Raise Happy Children - Teach them Joy” speaks of how important it is to train 
children in this area from a young age. By doing this they will be more able to face the sufferings that life 
will bring. As Saint Therese said, “At first, my face often betrayed my inward struggle but little by little, 
sacrifice, even at the first moment, became easier”. 
 
There are lots of ideas on what sacrifices children could make. They could eat a little more of the things they 
don't like such as vegetables and eat less of the things they like such as sweets and snacks. Other sacrifices 
are not to watch a favourite TV program or DVD. Train children to mortify their tongue, only saying 
positive comments and not always giving their opinion. It can be a sacrifice to listen rather than to speak. 
Children could forego privileges for the sake of younger or other siblings. Saint Therese offered up 
cheerfully putting up with being splashed with water by another nun whilst doing the laundry. Once you 
have children started on this road they will come up with their own unique grace inspired ideas. 
 
Teaching your children how to make sacrifices will help them as adults when they come across hardships 
and difficulties they have no control over. Children are protected from most of the big problems of life. 
Making sacrifices toughens them up now for the sometimes rocky road they may have to travel. Hopefully 
like Saint Therese those little sacrifices they make as children will help pave the way to sainthood! 
 
 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER - FREEDOM 
 

“When God created man, he made him subject to his own free choice.” (Ecc 15:14) 
                                                                           

  



Saint Mary MacKillop College Fete in pictures… 
 
                

 
 
 



  

Year 12 Sydney Excursion 
 
On the weekend before last, our Year 12 
class went on an excursion to Sydney to 
see a performance of Hamlet, which we 
will be studying next year for the HSC. 
We drove up on Friday 14 October with 
Mr Williams and Miss Costello. After 
stopping in Gundagai and Berrima on 
the way, we arrived at Sydney in the 
afternoon and spent some time taking in 
some of the sights of Sydney. We paid a 
visit to St Mary’s Cathedral, before 
taking a nice walk around Darling. We 
also had a look at the universities of Sydney and Notre Dame. We watched Hamlet that evening at the York 
theatre, which is located on the campus of Sydney University. It was performed by the Sydney based 
Catholic performing arts group, Artes Christi. The production was fantastic and sparked some interesting 
discussions about the purpose and meaning of the rather abstract set design. We then headed to Glenbrook, 
in Sydney’s West where we would be staying for two nights. 
 
On Saturday, after going to Mass at Saint Finbar’s in 
Glenbrook, we all visited a nursing home, where we 
sang several songs for the residents. This was one of 
the most enjoyable community service visits we have 
ever taken part in. Then we caught a train into the city 
centre for some more sightseeing. We went to see the 
opera house, before eating lunch in the Botanic 
Gardens. We briefly wandered through the markets in 
The Rocks, before catching a ferry (called Saint Mary 
Mackillop!) to Watson’s Bay, where we had dinner. 
Later, everyone caught the ferry and two trains back 
to the house in Glenbrook (where the girls were 
staying) for a games night.  Everyone had a great time 
playing ‘Mafia’, ‘Articulate’ and ‘Korean Charades’. 
 
After an early Mass the next day, we headed back to Albury, stopping for lunch in Goulburn and then a 
quick break in Gundagai. All of us in Year 12 agreed that being able to watch Hamlet was both enjoyable 
and helpful for us as students. The excursion was a great success.  We would like to thank Mr Williams and 
Miss Costello for organising the trip and making it such an enjoyable experience. 
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