
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 

What a terrific week it has been celebrating our tenth year of 
operation and all the blessings that have been bestowed upon 
the school. It was wonderful to celebrate the feast of Saint 
Mary MacKillop on Wednesday with Mass, 450 sausages in 
bread and an afternoon concert sharing poetry, songs and a 
drama performance outlining the life of Saint Mary MacKillop. 
The celebrations continue tomorrow evening (Saturday 11th 
August) with our Gala Dinner beginning at 6:30 pm at the 
Commercial Club in Albury, so we hope to see you there. All 
money raised will be put to good use as the new buildings are 
installed sometime this year. On Sunday (12th August) we will 
have a ‘Back to SMMC’ BBQ here at the school from 11am – 
1pm. All past and present families are very welcome, so 
please pass the word around. The school is providing the meat, 
so please bring a salad and/or dessert to share and maybe a 
pair of runners to burn up and down the court in! 
 

On Tuesday the 7th 
August we had over 40 
Primary Students 
represent our school at 
the RAS Athletics 
Carnival at Alexandra 
Park. Congratulations to 
all students who went 
along on the day.   
 

Well done to all the Year 2-6 students who participated in 
yesterday’s Eisteddfod at the Albury Entertainment Centre. 
Thank you to Mr Flores who has put in many hours of teaching 
to prepare the students for the day. They came an admiral 2nd 
and did our school very proud. Well done! 
 

Coming up in Week 5 we have Book Week. This Year the 
theme is “Find Your Treasure”. We will have a dress up day on 
Tuesday 21st August, with a Parade at 11:20am. Please see 
attached flyer for more information and enjoy guessing the 
baby photos in this year’s competition.  
 

Thank you to all the families who were able to get along to the 
Working Bee last Saturday. It was most pleasing to see the 
spirit of service the students have towards their school. A huge 
effort was put in over the day and lots achieved. All your hard 
work is greatly appreciated.  
 

The 2018 Chosen Retreat “Dare to Proclaim” for high 
schoolers and young adults is on September 7th- 9th at 
Harrietville. Bookings close 24th August. To Book online go  
to: https://www.trybooking.com/367494.  For more information 
see attached flyer.  

 
Primary P/T Interviews 
Parent teacher interviews for primary children are coming up 
next Tuesday 14th August from 3:30pm-6:00pm. These 
meetings are an important part of the reporting process and a 
great opportunity for you to touch base with your child’s teacher. 
A note was sent home on Tuesday, so please return this to the 
school office as soon as possible. A confirmation of your times 
will be sent home once finalised. 
 

9-12 Ski Trip 
Our Year 9-12 students will be hitting the slopes on Friday the 
24th August. Notes have gone home and must be returned 
ASAP so we can finalise all the logistics. Your prompt 
assistance with this is appreciated.  
 
Head Lice 
There has been a reported case of head lice within the school, 
so please be diligent in checking your children’s hair and 
treating if necessary to prevent them spreading. Thank you! 
 
Curriculum Meetings 
On Tuesday 28th August we will have Curriculum Meetings 
for students in Yr.8, 9 and 10 to look at subjects for 2019. 
Current Yr.8 and Yr.9 students (Yr.9/10 2019) will meet at 
6:00pm and current Yr.10 students (Yr.11 2019) will meet at 
7:00pm. These meetings will take place in the Library. 
 
A reminder for parents looking to enrol their child in Kinder for 
2019 to contact the office and book in a tour and interview. 
 
School Fee statements have recently been mailed out to 
families. If you need to discuss your statement at any time or 
need support in any way please don’t hesitate to touch base. 
 
Next Wednesday 15th August is the Feast of the Assumption. 
The school will attend the Mass at 12:15pm in Jindera.  
 
Next Thursday 16th August at 7pm is a P&F Meeting, where 
we will kick into gear for our Annual Fete preparation.  
 
Please keep our Yr.12 students in your prayers as they sit their 
Trial Exams in Week 5.  
 
Hope to see you at the Gala Dinner and BBQ on Sunday. 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  

Week 3, Term 3                                                 Friday 10th August 2018 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“All will in the end be well” 

Saint Mary MacKillop (1883) 
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2018 Dates for your diary… 

Term 3 – Tuesday 24th July – Friday 28th September (10 Weeks) 

 Saturday 11th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 

 Sunday 12th August – ‘Back to SMMC’ BBQ, 11am-1:00pm. All past and present families and friends welcome.  

 Monday 13th August – Yr.11 Science Excursion to Wonga Wetlands 9:30am – 1:00pm 

 Tuesday 14th August – ICAS Mathematics ( Yr.8, Yr.10 and those who have signed up) 

 Tuesday 14th August – Primary Parent/Teacher Interviews – 3:30 – 6:00pm 

 Wednesday 15th August – Feast of the Assumption 12:15pm Mass 

 Thursday 16th August 7pm – P&F Meeting in the Hall 

 Monday 20th – Friday 24th August – Book Week “Find Your Treasure” 

 Thursday 23rd August – K-2 Book Week Excursion to the Lavington Library 

 Friday 24th August – Yr.9-12 Snow Trip 

 August 27th – August 31st – Yr.12 Trial Exams 

 Wednesday 5th September – The MacKillop Cup. Held at Saint Mary MacKillop College Wagga 

 September 17th – September 21st – Yr.11 Exams 

 Thursday 27th September – SRC Breakfast from 8:30am. All welcome! 

 Saturday 29th September – Jindera 150th Street Parade. Departs from SMMC at 10:30am. 

 Monday 1st October – P&F Bunnings BBQ 
Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December (8 Weeks) 

 Saturday 27th October – SMMC Annual Fete 

 Saturday 10th November 6pm - Yr.12 Graduation 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Mary McGrath 

This term in Science Years 7 and 8 are studying tissues, organs and systems. Here they are 
dissecting chicken wings to investigate the function of muscles, tendons and ligaments and how 

they are attached to the bones. 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

 
 

 

Mother Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
 
Mother Mary of the Cross celebrates her feast day next Monday. She is the saint for our school and 
also the saint for Australia. She who faithfully carried her earthly cross is now glorified in heaven. “I 
have glorified Thee on earth, I have finished my work Thou gavest me to do; and now glorify Thou Me, 
O Father, with Thyself.” (John 17,4) 
 
Mary was born in Fitzroy, Melbourne on 15th January 1842 and was the oldest of eight children. Her 
father was a well-educated man who had studied in the seminary before leaving to marry. Mary's father 
educated her and by the age of sixteen she had become the main provider for the family. She was 
employed first as a governess, later as a shop assistant and eventually as a school teacher. Her 
crosses were evident in her childhood years. She had much sorrow as a child as her grandfather died 
in a drowning accident and soon after this, her baby brother also died. At one stage she was very 
homesick whilst staying at her Aunt's house in Melbourne. It is believed the Virgin Mother appeared to 
her as later in life she wrote a prayer: “Ah, my Mother, think of the day when I knelt as but a child to ask 
you to be my mother and to let me love no other mother but you, and I remember your gentle whisper 
when you said you had marked me as your child since my birth.....” 
 
Mary had a tender heart for those who suffered hardship, she herself having experienced this in family 
life herself. She was sympathetic to the plight of many families living in poverty as a result of the gold 
rush. She worked with Father Woods to establish a teaching order of nuns to work in Australian 
conditions which were very different from European conditions. It is thought that the first school, 
opened in January 1866, was in a stable converted into a schoolhouse. Only those who could afford to 
were expected to pay fees. This was the beginning of the Josephite mission to provide equal education 
for all. The schools were run on providence. 
 
The cross was also evident in her religious life. She wrote; “The Cross is my portion -it is also my 
sweet rest and support. I could not be happy without the cross... with the cross I am happy, without it I 
would be lost.” She had many crosses including excommunication and the disbandment of her order. 
There were allegations that she was an alcoholic and an embezzler. Her life was marked with crosses. 
Despite these she produced much fruit. The Josephites educated generations of young Catholics from 
one end of Australia to the other. 
 
Mary exemplifies the very suffering and trials of life that test our character to the limits and define who 
we are as people. Let us pray that, like Mary MacKillop, we too will give glory to God by the heroic 
living out of our daily life. 
 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST - Justice 

 

“Justice is the rectitude of our love that we owe all men” (Heart of Virtue p134) 
 


