
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Welcome to Week 2 and a steady increase in 
temperature as we enjoy some beautiful spring weather. 
Amazingly I can still see some snow clinging to the 
mountains on my way home from work each evening. 
What a great season they’ve had.  
 
Thank you to the wonderful 
families who attended the 
Working Bee last Saturday. It 
was great to walk in on 
Monday morning and see the 
school looking so neat and 
tidy. Your efforts are very much 
appreciated. I am sure you’ll 
be pleased to know the new 
BBQ is due to arrive this 
Friday, so no more flame 
grilled sausages! 
 
School Fete 
Well it is finally upon us. After many months of 
preparations, this coming Saturday 21st October the 
school will be abuzz from 10am – 1pm for our annual 
fete. Thank you to everyone for their incredible efforts in 
preparing for this great day in the school’s calendar. A 
few last minute reminders: Any further bric-a-brac items 
can be dropped off at the school hall before the fete. 
Please return any raffle tickets, sold or unsold. Get your 
chef’s hats on and cook up something for the ever 
popular cake stall. Don’t forget to volunteer to sell tickets 
for the wheel spins if you have some free time on fete 
day. Anyone who has unwanted pot plants or plants they 
would like to give to the fete please leave at school 
behind the 3/4 classroom. Heavy pots can be collected. 
All donations gratefully received. Enquiries to Mrs Tingle 
0417685720. The weather is looking positive, so get 
along for what will be a really enjoyable day. 
 
Work Experience for Yr.9/10 
Our Yr.9/10 Students who are 16 will take part in Work 
Experience during the week following exams. Please 
contact Mr Williams to ensure you are organised for this 
to take place during this period.  

 
Legion of Mary 200th Meeting 
Junior legionaries celebrated the 200th meeting of the 
original praesidium - Mary Help of Christians - on 
Tuesday. Legionaries celebrated with prayers together, 
a talk from the Spiritual Director, Fr Lee and special 
afternoon tea afterwards. Mrs Clare Ryan is the 
president, Darcy Simpson vice president, Clare O'Brien 
secretary and Patrick Chandrasegaran treasurer. Fr Lee 
congratulated all the members on their perseverance in 
regularly coming to the Legion meetings. 
 

 
 
 

A reminder that October is a special month dedicated to 
the Rosary. Our Lady has asked us specifically at 
Fatima to pray the Rosary daily and to do penance. We 
are living in times of intense spiritual battle that need 
spiritual arms.  
 
I will be taking Tuesdays off for the next three weeks as 
my paternity leave and enjoying some time at home with 
Lucy, Matthew and Gen. Thank you to everyone for their 
well wishes on the arrival of Lucy. If you need to contact 
me on these days please just email or leave a message 
with Fiona in the office. 
 
See you all on Saturday for a great day of fun! Keep up 
the prayers for some great weather and a successful day. 
 
God Bless,  
 
Luke Burton (Principal)  

Week 2, Term 4                                                       Thursday 19th October 2017 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“The greatest method of praying is to pray 
the Rosary.” – Saint Francis de Sale 
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2017 Dates for your diary… 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 Thursday Lunchtime –Secondary Reading Club with Miss Costello 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 10am – 1pm 

 Wednesday 1st November – All Saints Day. Student Dress Up and Salad Roll Lunch 

 Thursday 2nd November – All Souls Day. 12:30pm Mass and Procession to the Cemetery 

 Saturday 4th November 6pm– Yr.12 Graduation Dinner, Banksia Room @ Commercial Club 

 Wednesdays 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th November and 6th December – Secondary Swimming 1:45 – 2:45pm 

 Monday 6th November – Thursday 9th November – EXAM WEEK for Yr.7-10 

 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

 Monday 13th November – Friday 17th November – Work Experience for Yr.9/10 students Age16+ 

 Tuesday 14th November 6pm – 2018 Kinder Information Session 

 Fridays 17th, 24th Nov and 1st December – 2018 Kinder Orientation 9:15am – 12:00pm 

 Monday 20th November – Friday 24th November – Primary Swimming Program 

 Friday 24th and Saturday 25th November – SMMC Production of Fiddler on the Roof @ St John’s Jindera 

Curriculum Corner – Miss Julie McCormack 

On Monday afternoon, the Yr 5/6 students put their green thumbs to use as they assisted the 
"Friends of Jindera Wetlands" with a tree planting initiative. The class had visited the wetlands 

earlier in the year for a Geography excursion so it was great to be invited back to make a 
positive contribution to the local environment in a fun and worthwhile way! The students were 

responsible for planting a range of native trees on a section of vacant land that adjoins the 
housing estate. Despite the heat, our students toiled with enthusiasm and were complimented 

on their work ethic and attitude. It will be a pleasing sight for our students to observe the 
growth of these trees in the years to come, knowing they helped to establish the flora many 

moons ago! 



  

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 

Human Developmental Stages: Montessori/ Cavalletti  
by Dr Gerard O’Shea  

 

PART 4 

 

 

 

 

 

The three to six year old child. 

“The Data Gatherer” 

 
1. The Absorbent Mind  
Montessori used the term absorbent mind to describe the first plane of development from birth to six years of age. In 

keeping with her general theory, children working on this plane go through two sub-planes. The first one, ending at 

about the age of three years, is simply based on experiencing physical reality and classifying these experiences with 

basic labels. Anyone who has paid attention to a very young child will be aware of this – what they most want to do is 

to explore their immediate environment. This involves using their all of their senses – but particularly touch. Objects 

which can be held are of particular interest to the youngest children. They will also try to taste most things as well – 

including flowers and beetles from the garden and dirt from the sandpit, or anything else that those responsible for 

looking after them are not attentive enough to notice before the deed is done. It can best be described as a data 

gathering stage. The richer these experiences are at this point, the more material will be available for making “big 

picture” links later on. The next sub-plane, roughly three to six years of age, is the period during which most children 

enter the formal education system, and the point at which explicit religious education begins – for most, somewhere 

between the ages of five and six years. These children are still in a stage where the absorbent mind is operating, but 

they have passed onto a more refined capacity for complex labelling of objects and experience. Some elements of the 

next plane are also becoming evident. In terms of the way in which the absorbent mind operates at this level, it is still 

the case that they will learn best by encountering specific objects which allow them to be absorbed in what is real. 

This goes hand in hand with another characteristic of this age – a sense of wonder. Cavalletti noted that wonder is 

actually brought about by “an attentive gaze at reality.” Children will be captivated with simple but real things, 

especially in the natural world. They will stop and stare for a long time at a spider spinning its web, a snail leaving a 

trail on a path or a bird feeding its young in the nest.  

 

2. The Need for Love, Care and Protection  
Of all the needs and desires felt by the youngest children, one of these is absolutely foundational: the need for love, 

care and protection. Before all else, human beings need to experience genuine love from someone in their lives if they 

are to understand what it is to love. Without this, no human being can thrive or feel comfortable. Typically, this need is 

met, in the first instance, by the child’s parents. The theologian, Hans Urs von Balthasar, has developed an insightful 

theological reflection of the place of the mother’s smile in drawing forth comfort and joy in the infant. This need is so 

fundamental that those who do not have it met will continue to seek it all through their lives. Blessed Teresa of 

Calcutta well understood the importance of this foundational experience, and made it an important part of her work to 

seek out those who had been deprived of this love and to make up for what was lacking. It seemed useless to many 

who watched her that she would “waste her time” lovingly caring for outcasts who were at the point of death. She was 

not deterred, and did all that she could to give these people at least one experience of love in their lives. Perhaps this 

does not need to be stated – but no Religious Education is possible if there is a complete absence of this kind of love. 

It is something that teachers continually report in their classrooms too. There are now more and more students who do 

not appear to have experienced natural parental affection and care in the early stages of life – even though they have 

access to many of the material goods that our society has to offer, they can seem desperate for personal attention. Such 

children will go to greater and greater lengths to be have this need met – even to the extent of serious misbehaviour 

which will at least give them access to “one to one” experiences with an adult who tries to work with them and solve 

their problems. The need for this love does not abate even in adulthood, where the primary need remains – human 

beings cannot become properly human unless there is someone to love them. 

  



 

FETE STALLS 2017             

                                                                                   

CHOCOLATE WHEEL Phil & Donalee Murphy & helpers 

BBQ & DRINKS Tocher Family    Gerard Murphy 

CAFE Marcia Saliba & helpers 

DOUGHNUTS Kevin Tingle, Mathieu Couture 

MILKSHAKES & ICE CREAMS Perry Family 

CAKE STALL A team effort 

PLANT STALL Chris Tingle 

CRAFT STALL Cathy Moriarty 

BRIC-A-BRAC Kathleen Horsfall, Terry Josephs 

MYSTERY BOTTLES Tania McLean 

RAFFLE TICKET SALES Julie McCormack, Karen Murphy 

LEGION OF MARY Students 

FACE PAINTING Victoria Costello 

MINI GOLF Fr Murphy 

PAELLA Kieran Williams 

TUG OF WAR Paul McAlister, Andrew Flores 

FRUIT STICKS Clare Ryan 

CHOCOLATE STALL McAlister & McCrohan Families 

COIN TOSS Paul McAlister, Andrew Flores 

JUMPING CASTLES SRC & parent helpers 

FAIRY FLOSS Nicola Kite 

MINER’S RIGHTS  

MONEY Vera Galvin, Therese Mott-Pekolj 

EXTRA HELPERS Luke Burton, Louise Wright, Tanya 

O’Brien, Caroline Barber, Miss Costello 
 


