
 

Week 2, Term 2                                                       Thursday 5th May, 2016 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
I hope your week has been an enjoyable one. The cooler 
weather has finally arrived and I am enjoying having the 
lovely yellow box ticking away in the fire at home.  
 

Tomorrow we have our Cross Country event at the Jindera 
Golf Course. Students are to come to school dressed in their 
winter uniform and bring their sports uniform to change into 
after Mass please. If you are able to help out at all by being 
stationed at a checkpoint around the course, please let us 
know. We have a bus booked to leave SMMC at 11:30am. 
We also need some parents to transport the remaining 
children as the bus won’t hold all of us. Let us know after 
Mass tomorrow if you can help out. We will return to school 
around 2:30pm. Parents are more than welcome to run the 
course if they are feeling fit. Looking forward to a great event. 
BISSA Cross Country will be run in Griffith next Monday 9th 
May. Please see Mr Couture if your child competes well 
tomorrow and you are able to transport them to Griffith on 
Monday. The BIPSA Cross Country will be run at the Jindera 
Golf Course next Friday 13th May. 
 

Mother’s Day Raffle and Cake Stall 
We have our Mother’s Day Cake Stall coming up this 
Saturday 7th May. This is part of the first P&F fund raising 
effort for the year, so we look forward to selling lots of yummy 
cakes on the day. Plates in plastic bags have been sent 
home today with the students, so your cooking efforts would 
be much appreciated ready for the stall on Saturday. If you 
need more than one plate, please get your children to get 
some extras from the office. Cakes can be brought to the 
school on Friday afternoon or dropped off directly to the stall 
on Saturday morning. Thank you in advance. A last call for 
any Raffle Tickets also! This will be drawn at the conclusion 
of the Cake Stall. Thanks so much for your support. 
 

School Photos 
Thanks to Mrs Mott for taking our school photos on Tuesday. 
We also had a whole school photo which will hopefully be 
blown up and displayed somewhere prominent within the 
school. These photos will be available in a few weeks’ time. If 
you haven’t yet put your order form in, then please do so. 
 

Scarves  
It certainly is cooling down this week, so it’s time to prepare 
for winter and get a personalised SMMC Scarf (child’s name 
and school emblem) to counteract the chilly days ahead. 
Please let Fiona in the office know if your child would like a 
scarf and send $5 in a clearly labelled envelope. 

 
Working Bee 
Thank you to the small crew who came to help out at our 
Working Bee last Saturday. The rain held off just enough to 
allow us to do a big clean out of the shed. We envisage being 
able to set up the shed in order to run some woodworking 
classes among other things. Thanks to the hardworking team 
who scrubbed the chairs in the hall also – a huge job that is 
much appreciated. 
 
Thank you 
A big thank you to Erin Horsfall who helped out most Fridays 
in Term 1 in the Year 1/2 Classroom. Erin completed the LEM 
Phonics Course with us in January and then volunteered her 
time to support Mr Flores in implementing this Programme in 
the Year 1/2 Classroom. Erin is currently on a placement for 
her Speech Pathology Course and we wish her all the best. 
Come back any time! 
 
NAPLAN 
NAPLAN Tests will be conducted next week for our Years 
3,5,7 and 9 students. Tuesday is Language Conventions and 
Writing, Wednesday is Reading and Thursday is Numeracy. 
These assessments are not meant to cause anxiety for 
students and we only ask they get in and do their best. The 
assessments are a snapshot of the children’s skills at a 
certain point in time, not a summation of their overall 
academic ability. Please come and see your child’s teacher or 
myself if you have any questions about NAPLAN. 
 
Have a great finish to the week! 
 
God Bless 
 
Luke Burton 
Principal  

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour 

for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy 

is his Name.” Luke 1:46-49 

http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary… 

 Friday 6th May – School Cross Country at Jindera Golf Club 

 Saturday 7th May – Mother’s Day Cake Stall in Jindera 

 Monday 9th May – BISSA Cross Country 

 May 10, 11 and 12 – NAPLAN for Years 3,5,7 and 9. 

 Thursday 12th May 7:30pm – Parents and Friends Meeting 

 Friday 13th May – BIPSA Cross Country 

 Tuesday 17th May – ICAS Digital Technologies  Test 

 Sunday 22nd May – Lavington Parish Confirmation with Bishop Hanna 

 Tuesday 24th May – Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day 

 Tuesday 31st May – ICAS Science Test 

 Monday 13th June – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tuesday 14th June – ICAS Writing Test 

 Wednesday 15th June – ICAS Spelling Test 

 Friday 17th June – School Assembly 

 Friday 24th June – Term Two finishes 
 

 Tuesday 19th July – Term Three begins for students 

 Thursday 21st July – BISSA Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Tuesday 2nd August – ICAS English Test 

 Saturday 6th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner at Commercial Club 

 Monday 8th August – Saint Mary Mackillop Feast Day 

 Thursday 11th August – BIPSA Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Friday 12th August 7:30pm – Parent Evening with Dr Gerard O’Shea 

 Saturday 13th August – Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser for SMMC, 9am – 4pm. Volunteers needed please.  

 Tuesday 16th August – ICAS Mathematics Test 

 Friday 23rd September – Term Three finishes 
 

 Tuesday 11th October – Term Four begins for students 

 Saturday 22nd October – SMMC Fete 

 Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp, Harrietville 

 Friday 9th December – Term Four finishes 



 

 

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

 

 
 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families -A Catholic perspective, continued… 
 

The third “habit” is to “put first things first”.  In family life it is important to organise family 

life around those things they place as important priorities: regular Mass attendance, prayer, 

family meal and conversation times with regular one on one time with each family member. 

Just as effective business managers prioritise their responsibilities, so should we as families. 

There is a story about someone who had rocks, gravel and sand that needed to fit into a small 

jar. If the rocks (things like prayer etc.) go in first then all the small pebbles and sand will fit 

in around them. If all the smaller unimportant things went in first then none of the larger, 

more important things would fit in. 

 

The fourth “habit” is to think, “win-win”. It is easy in a competitive society inspired by the 

“rat race” to see the needs of ourselves and our own families as paramount and coming at the 

expense of others. Many times in family life we need to sit back and really listen to what the 

needs of those around us are. The best solutions to problems in family life are when 

everybody gets what they need. A bit like the family holiday where the desires of everybody 

are taken into account. “Justice is directed toward the other person” says St Thomas Aquinas. 

Justice only comes about when we begin to think about the needs of others. 

 

The fifth “habit” is to “seek first to understand...then to be understood”. Certainly we would 

like to have our own thoughts and feelings understood and listened to but it is not until we 

really seek to know and understand others that we build loving relationships. It is important 

to understand others and give them the feedback they need to feel truly loved. This habit 

sounds very much like the writings of Saint Francis of Assisi: 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 

 


