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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Tue 5th Apr: 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

Fri 8th Apr: 

Last Day of Term 1 

Primary Assembly 

 

Fri 15th Apr: 

Good Friday 

 

Sun 17th Apr: 

Easter Sunday 

 

Mon 25th Apr: 

ANZAC Day 

 

Tue 26th Apr: 

First day Term 2 

 

Mon 9th May: 

BISSA Cross Country 

 

Tue 10th-Thu 12th May: 

NAPLAN testing 

Dear parents, 
 

The capital of Australia could have been 
Albury. So said our guide at the National 
Museum of Australia during the Year 11&12 
trip to Canberra last week. Apparently the 
suggestion was given serious consideration, 
but I must confess to quietly breathing a sigh of 
relief that the idea didn't take off. 
 

Growing a heart for our nation and its people 
was the thing that did take off, as our senior 
students learned about the great events and 
characters, legal and parliamentary processes, 
native flora and dedicated service to Australia's 
establishment, defence and growth. 
 

Not wanting to miss out on the fun, Year 9&10 
students, along with some 11s&12s, attended 
the open day at Charles Sturt University this 
week. The purpose of the visit wasn't to sign up 
every student to a university course, but to 
raise eyes to a horizon of possibilities. At this, 
it certainly delivered. 
 

Congratulations to all students on their efforts 
at today's House Cross Country Carnival, run 
in frustratingly windy conditions. They strained 
to the finish line like they were coming to the 
end of Lent. Thanks especially to Mr Griffin for 
his expert organisation of the event and to all 
staff for nursing the students around the track. 
 

Warm regards, 
 

Ian Smith 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

New Roundabout 

Scheduled drainage and roundabout 

construction at the intersection of Pioneer Drv, 

Urana Rd and the school carpark exit are now 

underway.  Council will make every attempt to 

minimise disruption during morning and 

afternoon peak periods but may at times be 

required to divert traffic and pedestrians during 

construction. We thank you for your patience. 
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Primary Assembly 

The primary classes will be holding an end of 

term assembly on Friday 8th April at 10.00am 

in the school Hall after morning Mass.  Parents 

are more than welcome to attend. 
 

Term One Holidays 

The last day of Term 1 is Friday 8th April.  Term 

2 commences on Tuesday 26th April.  We wish 

all families a happy and holy Easter as well as 

a relaxing and safe school holiday break. 
 

Lost Property 

The Griffin family have been unable to locate a 

school winter jacket and have asked for 

families to check if they may have it at home.  

Their family name is written on the jacket tag. 
 

Please check the lost property baskets located 

near the side door to the hall for any lost 

property or uniform items.  The lost property 

baskets will be cleared out at the end of term.   
 

ICAS Testing 

SMMC will be holding ICAS testing again this 

year for those students who wish to participate.  

ICAS is an online academic competition 

designed to assess student’s higher order 

thinking and problem-solving skills.  Please 

see the attached letter for further information. 
 

New Arrival  
Congratulations to our Year 5 teacher, Ross 

Hayward, and his wife, Bridget, on the recent 

birth of Alexander James.  May God’s 

blessings be with you at this special time. 
 

Unwell Students and Good Hygiene 

A friendly reminder that unwell children must 

not be sent to school.  We also ask parents to 

please remind their children about the 

importance and practice of good hygiene. 

Please notify the school in the event that a 

family member is diagnosed with an infectious 

disease, such as Covid-19, chicken pox, 

influenza, pneumonia, diphtheria, mumps, 

gastroenteritis, measles, meningococcal and 

pertussis (whooping cough). Thank you. 

 

Week 10, Term 1, 2022 

Friday 1st April 

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the National Botanic Gardens to the War Memorial and Parliament House, our senior students encountered 

Australia's politics, history, art and nature on their overnight excursion to our nation’s capital, Canberra. 

After an early departure from Jindera, the students 
embarked on a whirlwind tour that saw them immersed in a 
learning experience intended to deepen their understanding 
of Australia’s history, the political and legal system, art and 
culture. After a visit to the High Court of Australia, students 
enjoyed a range of idyllic walking trails at The Australian 
National Botanic Gardens. Having refuelled with a break and 
lunch, we moved on to a fantastic tour of the National 
Museum. Our guide had gone to great lengths to personalise 
the experience for us, with both the city of Albury and our 
patron saint integrated into the experience. Not only did we 
learn that Albury was considered (for a short time) as a 
possible candidate for the location of our nation’s capital, but 
on display was a pair commemorative rosary beads from the 
beatification of Saint Mary Mackillop 1995. A trove of some 
of Australia’s greatest historical treasures, we left with a 
renewed appreciation of our forebears and a wealth of new 
knowledge that will yield dividends far beyond the 
classroom.  

After dining alfresco, we indulged in post sun-set panoramic 
views from the spectacular heights of Mount Ainslie. We 
were lucky enough to have the excursion coincide with the 
feast of the Annunciation. We attended a special 12:15pm 
Mass at St Christopher’s Cathedral where we joined in 
prayer led by Archbishop Prowse in consecrating Russia 
and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Corner – Yr 11&12 Canberra Trip 

Mr Smith and Miss Williams 

& Miss Noll 

 



 
 
Some highlights of the trip included a grand tour of Parliament House, and the Australian War Memorial where students 
saw the WWI and WWII galleries, the Honour Roll, and the Hall of Memory. Provided by the Parliamentary Education 
Office, students were invited to role play and debate a bill in a model of the House of Representatives which afforded 
them an engaging, fun and practical understanding of the role of the Australian Parliament and the work of members of 
Parliament. 
 
These types of experiences are just a small snapshot of the valuable academic immersion and focus on civics and 
citizenship that took place on this trip. Being able to integrate these experiences beyond the classroom contributed to our 
Year 11 & 12 students’ development as strong, independent, and informed citizens of Australia and the world. Absorbing 
these experiences, interacting with the guides, and learning about our nation’s capital and Australia’s history showed the 
students that some of the best learning can take place outside the walls of the classroom. 
 
The students fully embraced all aspects of the Canberra experience and returned from their visit in high spirits, 
reinvigorated by the alternative approach to learning they experienced during their time away.  (Rosheen Williams) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN 

FAMILY LIFE 

 

 

 

How do we maintain our Christian focus in a hedonistic society? 

Hedonism is total unbridled pleasure seeking. This notion is prevalent in our society, the only thing that 
matters is having a good time, enjoying yourself as much as possible and totally self-indulging without 
thinking of the consequences. Anyone that has looked at a new project home lately would be amazed 
at the size of the parents' area. It usually takes one third of the house and is right at the other end of the 
home away from the children's bedrooms. It has the essential enormous spa bath located in the ensuite 
which generally isn't separated from the parents’ bedroom. No expense or luxurious appointment is 
spared. There are lots of other examples of this excessive pleasure seeking, everywhere from monstrous 
plasma screen televisions to overeating. 
 
But what has all this got to do with 
children? It is just as much part of 
the child’s culture as well. Children 
quite often in modern society are 
allowed to play whatever they like 
on the computer and for as long as 
they like. One mother told me she 
eventually had to limit her son's 
computer time to 3-4 hours per 
day! What ever happened to kids 
playing outside? Other hedonistic 
child culture features can be 
children's birthday parties, where 
because it is their birthday they can eat or have whatever they like. Some have parties with friends 
staying over where they stay up all night at the other end of the house so as not to disturb anyone. Any 
time kids are allowed to have or do anything they like with the pleasurable things of life, without some 
sort of moderation, they are practising hedonism. 
 
What is the solution? Perhaps hedonism isn't part of your home or lifestyle, however because it is so 
prevalent in our culture, we have to foster the virtues our children will need to counteract this lifestyle. 
Temperance is the virtue required, which is enjoying the good things in life in moderation. As a parent 
give children limits on pleasures. With food, have a rule of no unauthorised snacks and no dessert until 
dinner is finished. Computer time needs to be monitored and restricted to say no more than 30 minutes 
at a time unless it is a school project. Have Fridays as a day “on guard” where the children make food 
sacrifices, such as the traditional no meat and maybe no sweets or no snacking at all. Birthday parties 
should be lots of fun, but with limits, such as ending at a reasonable hour. The food at parties needs to 
have some sort of limit also. Set a good example yourself by enjoying alcohol and other adult pleasures 
in moderation. Always remember as a parent that you are bringing up your children to be fine 
upstanding men and women and try to keep this vision in the forefront of your parenting. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albury Wodonga Table Tennis 

Grading & Registration Night 
Wednesday 27th April 

7.00pm to 9.00pm 
471 North St, Albury 

 
New Season commences the following week.  Come 

along and join a team. 
 

Ph: Ian 0408 154 381 for more information. 

JP Sweeney Music 

Instrumental Tuition for all ages 
• Violin/Fiddle (beginner to advanced) 
• Piano (beginner to intermediate) 
• Guitar/Ukulele (beginner) 

Music Theory, Composition, Music Technology, and HSC Music Exam Preparation Lessons. 

Individual / group lessons at home / online. Competitive rates. 

Contact 0466 123 788              jpsweeneymusic@protonmail.com 

The Maker’s Table 

Dear lovely creative ladies, 

I would like to invite you to the first ‘mid-week’ 

Maker’s Table.  Come and share some prayerful 

and creative time while we learn to paint a 

beautiful wreath.  I would just love you to join 

me. 

Peta Evans is going to break down the painting 

project step by step.  The project is suitable for 

beginners because she is such a gifted teacher. 

When: Wednesday 6th April from 12pm to 3pm 

Where:  65 Mulgrave Rd, Jindera 

Cost:  $25 

You will go home with a beautiful board which 

will become a delightful piece of Easter décor to 

bring out year after year. 

 

Please let me know if you would like to join us as 

I would love to set a special place for you - 0451 

786 471. 

God bless, Janet Smith x 



 


