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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

 

Tue 4th May –  

Athletics Carnival 

 

Thu 6th May –  

Primary Parent 

Teacher Interviews 

 

Mon 10th May –  

BISSA Cross Country 

 

Tue 11th to 

Thu 13th May –  

NAPLAN Testing 

 

Fri 14th May –  

RAS Cross Country 

 

Mon 24th May –  

Mary Help of 

Christians Feast Day 

 

Wed 26th May –  

Deadly Australians 

(Animals) Incursion 

 

Thu 27th May –  

School visit by Bishop 

Mark Edwards 

 

Thur 27th May - 

Parent Night 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

In the lead up to Anzac Day, I spoke to the Year 
6-12 students about the sacrifice of Teddy 
Sheean VC. 18-year-old Teddy was a sailor 
aboard HMAS Armidale, which came under 
sustained attack by Japanese warplanes on 1st 
December 1942, ultimately leading to her sinking. 
 

When the call to abandon ship came, Teddy 
worked with his shipmates to launch the lifeboats, 
but when the enemy fired upon men in the water, 
Teddy manned an anti-aircraft gun and, though 
wounded in the back and chest, returned fire until 
he sank beneath the waves along with the 
Armidale. 
 

Teddy's actions downed at least one enemy 
aircraft and warded off other attacks, giving the 
49 men who  
escaped the  
ship their  
chance for  
survival. In  
2020, Teddy 
was  
posthumously  
awarded the Victoria Cross.  
 

The image of Teddy going down firing 
reverberated in my mind while listening to Phil 
Bell read the Ode at the Jindera Anzac Day 
Service. The words - They fell with their faces to 
the foe - seemed more evocative than ever. 
 

Many Saint Mary MacKillop College students 
and their families were present at this and other 
commemorations around Albury, paying 
respects to those who gave to the cost of  
their lives. While the Anzac Day Service was  
a civil ceremony, it was by no means secular.  
Life is a gift to be received and given. Teddy 
understood that. 
 

Warmest regards, 
Ian Smith 
Principal 
 

NAPLAN Testing 

NAPLAN Testing will take place on Tuesday  

11th to Thursday 13th of May for all year 3,  

5, 7 and 9 students.  Tests will be done in  

paper form and will cover the areas of  

reading, writing and mathematics. Friday the 

 14th will be a catch up day for any students 

 who missed testing earlier in the week. 

 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 
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Athletics Carnival 

The Athletics Carnival is almost here! 

The carnival will take place at the Les O’Brien 

Precinct (Alexandra Park) on Tuesday 4th May 

from 9.00am. Parents must log into their PAM  

account to give permission for their children to 

attend.  This is a whole school event and all 

students are expected to attend.  A flyer with 

further details about the carnival was sent home 

last week.  Further details can also be found on 

the PAM permission request. 
 

Uniform Shop News 

Carmen Price will be temporarily running the 

school uniform shop from Monday 10th May to 

Friday 9th July while Karen Murphy has a well-

earned break.  If you need to contact Carmen her 

number is 0418 637 707. 
 

If you have any second-hand uniforms items in 

clean, wearable condition that you would like to 

donate to the uniform shop, you are most 

welcome to drop them off at the school office.  

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Congratulations 

A big congratulations to Esther McFarland (Yr 1), 

Lily Hayward (Year 2) Isaac Williams (Yr 2) and 

Edmund Gunn (cousin of Esther) on making their 

First Holy Communion last Sunday at St Mary’s 

Church, Jindera.  May our Lord bless and keep 

you all as you grow and walk with Him. 

Week 2, Term 2, 2021 

Friday 30 April 

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner - Mrs Kathleen Horsfall 

Year 11 Chemistry & Year 9 Science 

In Year 11 Chemistry 
students have been 
learning about dilution 
and concentration of 

solutions. They made up a 
solution of deep purple 
coloured potassium 
permanganate and diluted 
it by one in ten and one in 
25. They were given an 

unknown solution and had 
to approximate the 
concentration based upon 
the colour of the solution. 
They have also been 
learning about 

concentration calculations 

In Year 9 Science students 
have been studying a unit of 
work on Biology with a focus 
on health and nutrition. 
Students have been learning 
about enzymes which are 
biological catalysts. They 
have been conducting 
experiments using the 
enzyme rennin, which 
coagulates milk.  Students 
have studied the impact of 
changing temperature and 
concentration on the 
effectiveness of the enzyme to 
work. 
 



ANZAC Day 

Sunday 25 April, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Jindera Community ANZAC Day ceremony was sponsored by Saint Mary MacKillop College.  The 

ceremony held last Sunday was well attended by the local community. 

 

We would like to thank Councillor Jenny O’Niell for taking on the role of Master of Ceremonies and guest speaker 

Cadet Under Officer Isaac Dawson.  From our own school community we would particularly like to thank Fr Peter 

Murphy for his ANZAC Day address and leading of prayers, Retired Sergeant Philip Bell for the reading of the 

Ode, Mr Mathieu Couture who directed the school choir as well as the students who sung in the choir and last but 

not least our School Captains Anna Bell and Joshua Wright who laid a wreath at the Memorial on behalf of the 

SMMC community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ode 

 

They went with songs to the 

battle, they were young, 

Straight of limb, true of eyes, 

steady and aglow, 

They were staunch to the end 

against odds uncounted, 

They fell with their faces to the 

foe. 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that 

are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the 

years condemn 

At the going down of the sun and 

in the morning 

We will remember them. 

LEST WE FORGET. 

 

From ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon (1869 – 1943) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Humility is the true evaluation of ourselves with all our limitations.  If we’re truly humble, we’ll admit our 

shortcomings. But we’ll also recognise our God-given qualities and abilities.  As we grow in self-knowledge 

and humility, we should desire to serve God and others in ways best suited for our talents.  Humility urges 

us to do good for others without attracting attention or expecting applause; a realistic opinion of ourselves 

prompts us to give credit for gifts and successes to God.  The secret to winning Heaven? Losing our self-love 

in the virtue of humility.   

 

“Whoever, therefore, shall humble himself as a little child will be 
greatest in the kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 18:4) 

 

Saint Pius X once called St Therese of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face the greatest saint of modern times, 

even before she had been canonized.  In 1997, Saint John Paul II declared St Therese a Doctor of the Church 

for her teaching on spiritual theology, an honour given only to 34 other saints.  Of herself, St Therese only 

said, “What beauty?  I don’t see my beauty at all; I see only the graces I’ve received from God….I’m only a 

little seedling….”  (Therese, Her Last Conversations).  How did a young girl from a middle-class family in turn-

of-the 19th century France attain the heights of holiness before dying of a long and painful illness when she 

was only 24 years old?  Humility. 

In her short life, St Therese was none of those things usually associated with ‘great’ saints; she was not a 

martyr, a missionary, an evangelist, a theologian, or a foundress.  She entered a Carmelite convent at the 

age of 15 and spent the next nine years in complete obscurity doing all of the ordinary, daily things that 

convent life required.  But from moment to moment, St Therese offered her weaknesses and limitations to 

God, accepted His will in all things, and persevered with child-like trust.  One of her sayings was, “Our Lord 

needs from us neither great deeds nor profound thoughts.  Neither intelligence nor talents.  He cherishes 

simplicity.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtue of the Month 

HUMILITY 

-Accepting Your Limitations and God-Given Talents- 



 

 

 

 

 

 

As we enter the month of May, the Church asks us to 
draw close to Mary.  It is a time to renew devotion to 
our heavenly mother and to lead our children to do 
the same.  How do you honour Our Blessed Mother in 
your heart and your home? 
 

God the Father must have truly valued motherhood to 
have given the world His only begotten Son, made 
flesh in the womb of Mary.  Jesus could easily have 
appeared in the world as a man in much the same way 
as the angel Raphael appeared as a man to help 
Tobias.  He who then went on to travel with him on his 
journey.  He chose instead that this humble virgin from 
the town of Nazareth should be the mother of God.  
This month of May, ponder on these mysteries that 
surround Mary.  He chose to be vulnerable in the 
womb of Mary and to be a tiny human baby to teach 
us the value of life from its very conception. 
 

Encourage devotion to Mary in your family and especially with your children.  Wearing a scapular 
or miraculous medal is a great sign of consecration to Her.  Our duty as parents is to assist and 
lead our children to be saints in Heaven.  What could be better than having them wear the 
garment of Our Lady, the scapular, that brings with it the promise of Heaven for those who die 
wearing it.  May is a time to step up your devotion to Mary in the home.  Start praying the Rosary 
more often as a family and place flowers next to her statue or picture this month.  Recite the 
consecration prayer to our Heavenly mother as a family.  No matter what you already do to 
honour Mary in your home, keep love for her alive by finding more ways to devote your family to 
Her.  The rewards will be eternal! 
 

This gentle loving mother travelled with her Son on the road to Calvary, isn't that what you desire 
for your children?  As a parent you only have a short time when you journey alongside your 
children. 
 

Renew your devotion to Mary today and she will intercede for you before the throne of God for 
all the graces you may need for this earthly pilgrimage.  She will pray for us, “now and at the  
hour of our death” that we will one day be in Heaven with her! 

 

Living Out the Faith in Family Life 


