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Good evening Mr Smith, parents and teachers. I have attended SMMC since its 
beginning in 2009 and throughout my time here I have seen the school grow from 14 
students and three demountables to what you now see and are apart of. Something 
that I’ve grown to really appreciate within our school is how it promotes the virtues of 
truth, beauty and goodness and encourages the teachings of our faith in all we do. 
While the parents role is that of our first formators, SMMC has endeavoured to 
continue this formation. 
 

Parents, as I said, are the first formators of children in the faith. You do this in the 
way you carefully prepare children for the sacraments and by encouraging your 
children and praying the family Rosary together, as the old saying goes “the family 
that prays together, stays together”. Also attending Mass and going a step further to 
daily Mass which has been very important in my life. 
 

The school then backs up the family and continues on the formation by encouraging 
attendance to Friday Mass as part of our school day. Religion is taught all the way 
from Kinder to Year 12, giving us the knowledge of the faith to head out into the 
world. But not only that, by having the Priests involved with the school, teaching 
religion, and having visits by seminarians which encourages the boys and fosters 
vocations.The same can be said with the girls by having visits by the nuns such as 
the Missionaries of Charity, the Dominicans and also the Immaculata Sisters, they 
are encouraging and inspiring and so vocations can be fostered. We’ve also had 
some inspirational speakers over the years, such as Sam Clear, who shared with us 
his experiences from his “Walk For One” which was a walk he did across the world to 
bring awareness to and to pray for the Unity of Christian Churches. All of these help 
students in some way or another to grow in their faith and to be able to realise the 
presence of God in their lives 

 

Recently I went away overseas on a family Pilgrimage where I visited many inspiring 
places, and was able to learn more about the many different saints that lived there. 
The highlight of the trip for me was when we went to Lourdes. The simplicity in which 
Saint Bernadette lived her life and the message that Our Lady gave her of Prayer 
and Penance were a big inspiration for me. As my younger sister told me over there 
“you can’t just pay to go to Heaven”. At first I found it kind of funny that she would 
say something like that, but later while pondering over her words I realised that there 
was a lot of truth behind them. Heaven isn’t something you can just get into by doing 
a few good deeds here and there, it's really something you’ve got to work hard for. 
As Bishop Umbers says “we all have to become canonisable saints” This means we 
have to not just know the saints but become them, after all isn’t the goal everyone 
should be striving to reach is to become saints in Heaven with God? I believe that 
this is something my parents have instilled in me and the school helps promote this 
as it provides many occasions for students to find ways to become closer to God, 
through as I’ve said the visits by seminarians, nuns and different speakers. The 
school helps to lay the foundation through which students can become the saints 
God created them to be.  
 

I just want to finish by saying this school has given a lot to me over the years and 
taught me so many valuable things that I will be able to use in my life outside of 
school. It really has been great to have been part of this Catholic environment where 



everyone can freely live out the faith and strive for our heavenly goal, without 
receiving criticism for it. I think we’ve been quite blessed to have a strong Catholic 
community that can gather together and be able to pray for those in need, but I also 
believe that we will be able to become stronger in our faith and closer to God if only 
we listen to his message and strive to become canonisable saints. 
 

Thank you. 
 

 


