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Parent Night Program

1. Welcome - Tom Irwin, College Captain

2. Principal’s Address - Mr Ian Smith

3. From Penola’s Plains -

College Choir conducted by Mr Mathieu Couture

4.   College Captain’s - Address Rachel Perry, College Captain

5. Character Education - Mr Gary Carcarello, High School Coordinator

6. Session with teachers

Primary students’ parents meet with teachers in their children’s classrooms.  
Parents of Year 7 students remain in the Hall.



Infant of Prague Novena Prayer

O Jesus, Who has said, "Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall 
find, knock and it shall be opened," through the intercession of Mary, 

Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, I ask that my prayer be 
granted.

For our school.

O Jesus, Who has said, "All that you ask of the Father in My Name, He 
will grant you," through the intercession of Mary Your Most Holy 

Mother, I humbly and urgently ask your Father in your name that my 
prayer will be granted.

For our school.



Infant of Prague Novena Prayer
O Jesus, Who has said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away but My word shall 
not pass away," through the intercession of Mary Your Most Holy Mother, I 

feel confident that my prayer will be granted.

For our school.

Divine Infant Jesus, I know You love me and would never leave me. I thank 
You for Your close Presence in my life.

Miraculous Infant, I believe in Your promise of peace, blessings, and 
freedom from want. I place every need and care in Your hands.

Lord Jesus, may I always trust in Your generous mercy and love. I want to 
honour and praise You, now and forever. Amen.



Principal’s address

Mr Ian Smith



Servant of God - Eileen O’Connor (1892-1921)





“And here begin the work of heaven.”

J         



From Penola’s Plains
by Michael Henry

College Choir
Choir master: Mr Mathieu Couture



College Captain’s Address

Miss Rachel Perry



Character Formation

Mr Gary Carcarello



The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

“Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children 
in the faith, prayer, and all the virtues.” 

“As those first responsible for the education of their children, parents 
have the right to choose a school for them which corresponds to their 

own convictions. This right is fundamental.”

“As far as possible parents have the duty of choosing schools that will 
best help them in their task as Christian educators.” 



Intention 

• The Character Education Program seeks nothing less 
than “formation in the whole Christian life . . . during 
which the disciples will be joined to Christ their 
teacher.” 

• We intend that our students be “properly initiated into 
the mystery of salvation and the practice of the 
evangelical virtues… introduced into the life of faith, 
liturgy, and charity of the People of God.”



• As a faith community, we share the responsibility to 

ensure that each of our students have, in their time here 

at SMMC, "increased in wisdom and in stature, and in 

favour with God and man." 

• Consolidate the catechesis of each child entrusted to us

• Organic and systematic catechesis through 

• explicit instruction

• inculturation

• modelling

• Ensure that every one of our students deeper in their 

faith and devotion to Christ, his bride, the Church, and 

its teaching



Fundamental Elements 

In accordance with the College motto inspiring the pursuit 
of Truth, Beauty and Goodness, the program seeks to 
immerse students at SMMC in the edifying graces of:

Truth - Scripture, Tradition and Catechesis

Beauty - Liturgy and the Arts

Goodness - Virtue Education and Prayer



Goodness
- Character Formation 
- Prayer  

• Character Formation every Friday – Once a 
month for Years 7/8/9/10

• Each session, and hence each month, will 
focus on a particular virtue and corresponding 
saint  

• Framework and selection of resources 
developed by the Dominican Sisters of St 
Cecilia, in Nashville Tennessee 

• Reading, Discussion, Scripture, Reflection and 
Prayer

• Embedding the use of a prayer journal 



Truth
- Scripture
- Tradition
- Catechesis 

• The inspired word of God has a 
critical place 

• “Sacred Scripture is the speech of 
God as it is put down in writing 
under the breath of the Holy 
Spirit." 

• Frequently encounter and engage 
with scripture in our Virtues 
Education 

• Rooting all that we learn, seek 
and accomplish, in the Word 



Beauty
- Liturgy
- The Arts 

• uses the ineffable beauty of classical Western 
art and music to inspire an awe, fidelity and 
transcendence 

• honours the truth that “every genuine art form 
in its own way is a path to the inmost reality of 
man and of the world… a wholly valid 
approach to the realm of faith, which gives 
human experience its ultimate meaning.”



Prayer Journal 

• “Frequent solitary conversation with Him who, as we know, loves us.”

• Prompt, facilitate and honour the critical importance of giving time to 
God 

• Learning from the example of Christ who would seek time alone, and 
“went up to the mountain to pray.” 

• A personal, tangible and edifying means of engaging in prayer though 
word and deed for students  



Comprehensive and Age Appropriate

Primary School 

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

• Virtues Education and Recognition 

• Religious Education Classes with 

Fr Murphy & Fr Heffernan 

Secondary School 

• Virtues Education and Community Service 

• Prayer Journal 

• Recognition through commendation 

program

• Years 9/10: The Moral Life, with Fr Murphy 

• Years 11/12: Apologetics, with Fr Lee and 

Fr Murphy



Whole School 
Established Practice 

Prayer 
• Morning Offering 

• Angel of God Prayer 

• Grace before meal breaks 

• The Angelus 

• Weekly Masses 

• Frequent Rosary

• Faith Centered Approach to the 
Curriculum  



Classroom presentations

Primary and Year 7 teachers



Thank you!


