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Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 

Happy and Blessed Holidays 
On behalf of the staff of Saint Mary MacKillop 
College I would like to wish all our families, 
students and friends a holy and safe holiday 
period. I look forward to seeing you all in the New 
Year. 
A big thank you to our dedicated staff who always 
put in one hundred percent. We are very grateful 
for your efforts. 
 

Friday 4th December 
Adoration and confessions this Friday from 
10.30am - Benediction 12.50pm. 
 

University Medal Recipient  
Congratulations to Therese Horsfall 
who received a University of NSW 
Medal for achieving the highest 
score in ICAS English in 
NSW/ACT. Well done Therese! 
 

 

The Jesse Tree 

Each morning students have been placing a 
symbol on the Jesse tree. It reminds us of the  
ancestry of Jesus as we await his coming. Jesse 
was the father of King David and Joseph, the 
foster father of Jesus, was a direct descendent of 
this line. 
 
Land in Jindera For Sale 
Large Building block (1600sq metres) in a quiet 
street in Jindera. More information- contact Vera 
Galvin ph: 0421652564. 
 
School Productions DVDs for sale $5 each 
‘Asterix and the Normans’ and ‘It’s a Wonderful 
Life’ are available from the office if you would like 
your own DVD copy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jindera Carols  
Jindera Christmas Carols will be at the Jindera 
Village Green from 6.30pm (food) 7.30pm (carols) 
Friday 18th December. Students are invited to be 
part of the Nativity scene and to sing Christmas 
Carols.  
 

Mandatory Technology 
The 'Stylish Stumps' exhibition was enjoyed by 
students in the garden today. The 7/8 class 
designed and created vegetables and fruit on 
garden stumps.  Many hours were put into the tiling 
and grouting and lots of new skills learnt. 
 

Farewell! 
We wish Miss Vieira and Mr Miller well as they 
begin new chapters of their lives. The school has 
been blessed to have Miss Vieira and Mr Miller as 
full time teachers since the school started. Miss 
Vieira has done an outstanding job in the 
educational and faith development of the K-2 
students. She has had an integral role in the 
school’s success and is a much loved teacher. Mr 
Miller has been a wonderful and inspiring role 
model for our primary and secondary students. His 
exceptional talents in the arts and engaging style 
with the students will be greatly missed by both 
staff and students. God bless them in their future 
endeavours. 
 
 

 
God bless, 
 
Kevin Tingle 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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Jindera Christmas Carols – Fri 18th Dec 6.30pm 
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LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

Memories that last a lifetime. 

 
As the school year draws to a close, children will 

have more time to spend with their families. Now that 

their formal education has finished for the year it is 

time to spend time educating them in the tremendous 

joy of family life, filling them full to the brim with 

memories to last a lifetime. Memories for them to 

draw upon for the rest of their lives. The Christmas 

season is the perfect time for this. Even if Christmas 

can be a sorrowful time because a loved one is not 

there, think about what they would have wanted, the 

ways in which they would have brought joy. 

 
The time from now until Christmas is a time of 

preparation and waiting. Involve children in 

preparing the home for Christmas. Have a list of jobs 

that need doing around the home with mission money 

attached to each job. In this way they are able to help 

a poor family better celebrate Christmas. This way 

the home and garden are prepared for the rest that the 

family will have on the Holy days of the Christmas 

season. Children love helping to make special 

Christmas craft items to decorate the home and the 

Christmas tree, making the home more beautiful to 

receive the Christ child. Make cards to send to 

relatives to share the joy. A special delight is 

preparing Christmas food in readiness for the great 

feast of Christmas. Much of this preparation would be 

easier to do without the help of children but it would 

not be nearly so joy filled.  

 
Put off decorating the Christmas tree until Christmas 

eve. This is the time traditionally in Europe when this 

was done. The Christmas crib should be in every 

home as a symbol of Christ coming into every family 

as he did into the holy family at Christmas. Perhaps 

set the nativity set up but leave Our Lord out until 

after the Christmas Eve Mass. The children can help 

prepare by placing a piece of straw in the crib for 

each sacrifice or act of service they performed. Have 

a ready supply of pieces of straw near the nativity set. 

Read or act out the Christmas story on Christmas 

Eve, even very young children love being angels or 

shepherds. Put lots of effort into making Christmas a 

joy filled time for all to remember for years to come. 
 

Spiritual preparation in readiness for Christmas is the 

most important. John Paul II was speaking to a group 

of children about how best to prepare for Christmas. 

His recipe was confession, telling them they all had to 

go and that he himself was going to go. Prepare your 

hearts, ridding them of anything that may offend Our 

Lord so that we are fully open to him, the long 

awaited saviour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas and Holy days are a time to be full of 

joy."Rejoice, rejoice!  Emanuel, shall come to 

thee, O Israel." 

 

The Advent Wreath (continued) 
 

The Third Week:  The first and second 

purple candles are lit as well as the rose 

candle. 
 

Father: O Lord, we beseech Thee, incline 

Thine ear to our prayers and enlighten the 

darkness of our minds by the grace of thy 

visitation.  Through Christ Our Lord.   

All: Amen. 
 

The Fourth Week: The four candles are all 

lit. 
 

Father: O Lord, we beseech Thee, stir up Thy 

power and come; and with great might 

deliver us, that with the help of thy grace, thy 

merciful forgiveness may hasten what our 

sins impede. Through Christ Our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 

Virtue for the Month of December - 

Patience 

“Patience is ever alert to new vistas. When 

one door is closed, patience finds a new one 

to open. If something appears without 

fanfare, patience will take the time to find its 

inner glory. When the moment seems 

unpromising, patience will discover some 

surprising benefaction.” 

- De Marco, The heart of Virtue 
 

 

Curriculum Corner –  Year 9/10 Science 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9/10 have been studying electrolysis. Here the 

boys are making electricity out of lemons and 

measuring the amount of charge on a voltmeter. 


