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FORWARD 

 
Saint Mary MacKillop College aims to provide an educational environment that recognises 
the dignity of the individual and the social responsibilities of all. To this end, we provide 
learning opportunities to cater for a wide range of abilities and interests. 
 
The compulsory courses in Religious Education recognise the centrality of the Catholic Faith 
to all that happens at SMMC. All courses aim to encourage the development of individual 
potential and recognise the different rates of development of each student. 
 
I wish to express my appreciation to the school staff for the talent and skill they have 
brought to bear in devising and implementing this program for our students. 
 
 
Mr Kevin Tingle  
Principal 

 
  

A MESSAGE TO YEAR 10 STUDENTS  
 

Year 10 is the year that represents the completion of your Junior High School years. It is a 
most important year both for those who may be leaving and for those progressing to the 
Higher RoSA.  
 
This booklet has been prepared to inform all students of the full requirements for the 
Record of School Achievement (RoSA). The grading system and the role of performance 
descriptors for each subject are explained.  
 
Take time to read the booklet carefully and make sure you understand the assessment 
procedures in each of your subjects.  
 
It is important that you apply yourself throughout the WHOLE year and meet ALL subject 
requirements.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the information presented, please see me for further 
explanation.  
 
Therese Mott-Pekolj 
Year 10 Coordinator 
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THE AWARD OF THE RECORD OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT  
 

PATTERN OF STUDY  
 

To qualify for the RoSA a student must have attended a NSW Secondary school for four 
years and successfully completed a program of study from the pattern below which includes 
all the mandatory subjects, and one elective subject (three are offered in Saint Mary 
MacKillop College).  
 
Failure to meet requirements in any of the mandatory subjects or any one of the general 
experience subjects will mean a non-award of the RoSA.  
 
Mandatory Subjects: Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, Mandatory 
History, Mandatory Geography and PD/Health/PE.  
 
Elective Subjects: Drama, Visual Arts, Italian, Elective History, Information and Software 
Technology, Chinese and Food Technology.  
 
For students from interstate or overseas, the Principal decides if past secondary schooling 
qualifies for the RoSA. The Board of Studies has qualification guidelines for interstate and 
overseas students that allow them to blend in with NSW students.  
 

 

SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF A SUBJECT  
 

The Board of Studies has provided the following definition of satisfactory completion of a 
course:  

“a student will be considered to have satisfactorily completed a course, if, 
in the school’s view, there is sufficient evidence that the student has, by 
effort and achievement, indicated that he/she has followed the course laid 
down by the Board”. If such evidence does not exist, the Principal will 
apply the “N” indicator. 
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ATTENDANCE AND APPLICATION  
 

In addition to meeting satisfactory effort and achievement in the study of RoSA courses, a 
student must have a satisfactory record of attendance and application up to and including 
the final date of attendance for Year 10 as determined by the NSW Department of School 
Education.  
 

Attendance  
 
Students, who have a record and/or pattern of attendance that, in the Principal’s 
judgement, warrants the withholding of a RoSA, will be required to justify the award of a 
RoSA to the Board’s satisfaction.  
 
Students whose overall attendance is deemed unsatisfactory will not receive a Record of 
School Achievement.  
 

Application  
 
Satisfactory application is essential for the award of a RoSA. The Principal will make a 
judgement as to whether students have applied themselves at school to a degree, which 
warrants the award of a RoSA. In making this judgement, Principals will take into account 
the degree of effort shown by students and their attitude to their studies.  

 

EXTERNAL TESTS  
 

There will be no more School Certificate Examinations in NSW.  
 
There is a new credential for students who leave school after completing year 10 but before 
receiving their Higher School Certificate. Students entering year 10 in 2012 will be eligible 
for the new credential when they have completed Stage 5. 
 
At the end of 2012 student grades will be submitted to the Board of Studies using the 
results of school-based assessments. The end date for year 10 will not change. Students will 
be expected to maintain a satisfactory attendance record as defined by the Board of 
Studies. 
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REPORTING the Record of School Achievement RESULTS  
 
The Board of Studies has devised the Report of School Achievement system of reporting 
with the aim of providing students, parents, employers and the general community with the 
best information possible on a student’s level of achievement.  
 
A student will need to have completed the mandatory requirements for Stage 5 to be 
eligible to receive A Record of School Achievement. Those eligible students who choose to 
leave school prior to receiving their HSC, will receive a RoSA. 
 
A RoSA will show grades earned for all the courses a student has completed up until the 
point they leave school – including those completed in year 10, year 11 or even year 12. 
These grades are based on the school-based assessment of the student’s achievement with 
reference to Course Performance Descriptors.  

 
Giving grades in courses completed after year 10 will mean that every student gets 
acknowledgement for all the work they have done, right up to the time they leave school. 
 
In addition to the above documentation Saint Mary MacKillop College will issue each 
eligible student who is leaving school with an official school reference. 

 
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF YEAR 10 STUDENTS  
 

 Attending school and school sport regularly.  

 Doing each assessment task to the best of their ability.  

 Ensuring that any questions they have about the marks/grades/comments awarded for 
an individual piece of work are resolved at the time the work is handed back.  

 Demonstrating that through effort and achievement they have met all the requirements 
of their courses. 
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SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT - ALLOCATION OF GRADES  
 
In English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, PD/Health/PE, and the elective 
subjects the school-based assessment component will be reported using grades A, B, C, D, E 
based on Performance Descriptors issued by the Board of Studies.  
 
The Board of Studies has developed General Performance Descriptors describing varying 
levels of student achievement. These descriptors are grouped into five different levels, 
ranging from “elementary” to “excellent”. Schools will match students to the descriptor that 
best fits their overall achievement. The grade that corresponds with that descriptor is then 
awarded to the student.  
 
The General Performance Descriptors have been used by Syllabus Committees in each 
subject area to develop Course Performance Descriptors. These Course Performance 
Descriptors are used to describe student attainment of objectives specific to each subject. 
Students’ grades in each subject will be based on the school’s assessment of their 
achievement in terms of the Course Performance Descriptors.  
 
A student who does not meet one or more of the Board of Studies requirements for 
satisfactory completion of a course will receive an “N” award. An “N” award in one of the 
mandatory subjects will prevent a student gaining the RoSA.  
 
This method of grading reflects both national and international trends in assessment and 
reporting. It is generally reconsidered a more positive approach to assessment because it 
focuses upon student achievement and reports on what a student actually knows and can 
do.  
 
A copy of the internal assessment programs for all subjects has been included in this 
booklet.  
 
The performance descriptors for specific subjects are included at the end of this booklet. 
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SMMC RoSA ASSESSMENT POLICY  
 

The Saint Mary MacKillop College, RoSA Assessment Policy is intended to provide a 
framework within which all faculty policies operate. The following conditions apply to the 
administration of assessment policies in all faculties:  
 

• Students must be given adequate notification of the timing and weight of components 
to be included in the assessment for each subject.  
 

• Conditions relating to the completion and submission of assessment tasks are as follows:  

 Notified Assessment tasks that are not attempted or not submitted (without 
satisfactory explanation) will receive zero marks.  

 Late submission of assessable assignment work without satisfactory explanation may 
be deemed to provide unfair advantage. In this case a mark reduction of 20% of 
available marks for each day beyond the due date will apply. i.e. weekend = 2 days.  

 Any variation from normal completion requirements must be discussed with and 
approved by the subject teacher and the Head Teacher of the faculty.  

 Complex decisions regarding assessment issues must be discussed with the Principal 
to ensure consistency of interpretation.  

 If a student misses an assessment task for an acceptable reason, several alternatives 
are available. Where possible, alternatives (a) or (b) should apply:  

 Task completed at first appropriate opportunity  

 Substitute, equivalent task completed  

 Estimate based on student’s performance in equivalent tasks is applied  

 Final assessment grade is determined excluding the missed task and 
increasing the relative importance of remaining components.  

 Any student found cheating or taking unfair advantage over others will receive zero 
for that task.  

 

Parents must be informed in writing where a student’s progress is deemed to be 
unsatisfactory. This information will be of two types: 

 A letter of concern signed by the Principal expressing concern relating to a 
student’s attitude and/or progress  

 The official Board of Studies Notification to parents regarding “Unsatisfactory 
Completion of RoSA Requirements”. A student who does not respond to 
letters of warning and who still does not meet requirements will receive no 
grade for that subject “N”, and may not be eligible for the award of a RoSA.  
 

• Students who are deemed by the school to have not met SC requirements have the right 
of appeal to the Board of Studies who will determine the final outcome.  

• All instances of dispute concerning the application of subject rules and policies should be 
referred to the Principal who will attempt to arbitrate and to apply consistency of 
interpretation of school and Board of Studies requirements.  

• The Principal shall be the final arbiter in all matters involving satisfactory completion of 
the RoSA Course.  

• Notification of difficulties in submitting or completing assessment tasks should be, 
wherever possible, discussed with the classroom teacher.  
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THE GENERAL PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTORS - SIMPLIFIED  
 

No pre-determined percentage of students is allocated to any grade.  
These apply to all courses however more specific Course Performance Descriptors apply to 
each individual subject.  
 

GRADE A  Excellent Achievement  
o extensive knowledge and understanding  
o application of knowledge  
o high level of competence  
o applied in new situations  

 

GRADE B  High Level of Achievement  
o thorough knowledge  
o competence in processes and skills  
o applied in most new situations  

 

GRADE C  Substantial Achievement  
o attainment of main knowledge and skills  
o sound level of competence in process and skills.  

 

GRADE D  Satisfactory Achievement  
o acceptable level of knowledge and understanding  
o basic level of competence in processes and skills  

 

GRADE E  Elementary Achievement  
o elementary knowledge and understanding  
o limited competence in process and skills  

 

GRADE N  Not satisfactorily completed in one or more of:  

(a) attendance  
(b) participation  
(c) effort and achievement  
(d) goals 
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COURSE OUTLINES FOR EACH SUBJECT 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

In order to prepare students to take ownership of the Catholic Faith and be prepared to 
defend it, the Religious Education of student in Year 10 will focus on Apologetics, Philosophy 
and Church History. 
 
In previous years students will have increased their knowledge of the Creed, the 
Sacraments, the Commandments and Prayer as well as learning about the Christian virtues 
and studying Bible History. 
 
Students in Year 10 will continue to take part in the practice of the Catholic Faith within the 
school through their participation in the weekly school Mass, daily prayer and reading about 
the lives of the Saints. They will also take part in any other celebrations of our Catholic Faith. 
 
Students will also continue to have as their role models and mentors the priests, sisters and 
teaching staff who are all believing and practising Catholics. 
 
 
 
Introduction to Catholicism – A senior Text covering all areas of the faith in depth. 
 
Mass and the Sacraments – Father Murphy will teach this strand. 
 
Church History – Students will learn about the history of the Catholic Church from its 
beginning to the present day. 
 
Assessment – Each area of the Religious Education program will be internally assessed by 
means of assignment work and examinations. 
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DRAMA  
 

The assessment mark for year 10 Drama is an accumulated mark derived from the core 
areas Making, Performing and Appreciating. Assessment tasks include group and individual 
performance, research, design and style study. Drama is a subject that requires creative 
collaboration, teamwork and participation.  
 
 

 

Item Assessment Weight 

Individual movement piece Week 10 Term 1 25% 

Theatre of the World Performance Week 6 Term 2 25% 

Playbuilding Performance Week 10 Term 3 25% 

Mask Performance Week 9 Term 4 25% 

Total   100% 

 
 
 

 

ENGLISH  
 

Students in year 10 English at SMMC will continue to develop and consolidate the skills they 
have been introduced to in stage 4 and year 9. They will read, listen to and view a variety of 
texts that are appropriate to their needs, interests and abilities. These texts will become 
increasingly sophisticated as they move towards stage 6. 
 
Students will complete units on poetry, fiction, visual texts and mass media texts learning a 
variety of ways to respond to and create their own examples of such texts. 
 

Item Assessment Weight 

Essay and Play concept Week 10 Term 1 20% 

Oral Presentation Week 10 Term 2 20% 

Essay Week 6 Term 3 10% 

Film Review Week 10 Term 3 10% 

Comedy Script Week 9 Term 4 20% 

Exam Week 5 Term 4 20% 

Total  100% 
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MANDATORY HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY  
 

Grades will be awarded from A, B, C, D, and E, and will be based on student performance on 
assessment tasks conducted throughout year 10. 
 
The aim of Geography in stage 5 is to further develop students’ knowledge, understanding, 
skills, values and attitudes essential to an appreciation of geographical phenomena and to 
prepare students for informed and active citizenship in a changing world. 
 
History is the process of enquiry into questions of human affairs in their time and place. It 
explores the possibilities and limits of comparing past to present and present to past. It 
allows students to develop their critical powers and to grasp the superiority of thinking and 
evaluation over an impulsive and uninformed rush to judgement and decision. 
 

Item Assessment Weight 

Australian 1900s Portfolio Week 10 Term 1 25% 

Oral Presentation Week 10 Term 2   25% 

Research Assignment Week 10 Term 3 25% 

Examination Week 5 Term 4 25% 

Total  100% 

 
 
 
 
 

ELECTIVE HISTORY  
 

Studying History is essential to the development of informed and active citizenship, while 
enabling students to acquire knowledge and understanding, historical skills and values and 
attitudes essential to an appreciation of the past. 

 

Item Assessment Weight 

Historical Fiction Piece Week 10 Term 1 20% 

Romanticism Portfolio  Week 10 Term 2 20% 

Research Project Week 8 Term 3 10% 

Test Week 10 Term 3 10% 

Oral Presentations Weeks 4-9 Term 4 20% 

Examination Week 5 Term 4 20% 

Total  100% 
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INFORMATION AND SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY 
 

The study of Information and Software Technology assists students to develop the 
knowledge, understanding and skills to solve problems in real life contexts. Students engage 
in the process of analysis, design, production, testing, documentation, implementation and 
evaluation of information and software technology-based solutions. Creative, critical and 
meta-cognitive thinking skills are developed through students’ practical involvement in 
projects. 

 

Item Assessment Weight 

Web Page Design Week 8 Term 2 30% 

Database Project Week 9 Term 3 20% 

Digital Media Project Week 8 Term 4 20% 

Examination Week 4 Term 4 30% 

Total  100% 

 
 
 
 
 

ITALIAN 
 

This course builds on the mandatory 100-hour introductory course completed in stage 4. 
Students will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of Italian vocabulary 
and grammar as they engage in listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. They will 
also learn more about Italy and its culture. 

 

Item Assessment Weight 

Tourist Brochure and Postcard Week 8 Term 1 20% 

Listening/Reading/Writing/Speaking Exam Week 6 Term 2 30% 

School Timetable and Report Week 9 Term 2 10% 

Letter Week 10 Term 3 10% 

Examination Week 6 Term 4 30% 

Total  100% 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

There are 9 grades awarded in Mathematics (A10, A9, B8, B7, C6, C5, D4, D3, E2). During 
Year 10 there will be six (6) items (as listed below) in each level (Stage 5.3, Stage 5.2 and 
Stage 5.1), which will aggregate toward each student’s final award Grade. 

Each unit of work is drawn from the syllabus which is structured using one process strand: 
working mathematically and five content strands: geometry and space, number, 
measurement, chance and data and patterns and algebra. 

 

Item Assessment Weight 

Number Week 5 Term 1 13% 

Algebra Week 4 Term 2 13% 

Measurement Week 9 Term 2 13% 

Geometry Week 4 Term 3 13% 

Chance and Data Week 9 Term 3 13% 

Examination Week 2 Term 4 35% 

Total  100% 

 
 
 
 
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT/HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

PDHPE develops students’ capacity to enhance personal health and wellbeing. It 
promotes their enjoyment of and commitment to an active lifestyle and helps them to 
achieve confidence and competence in a wide variety of activities. 
 
Through PDHPE students develop knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes 
that enable them to advocate lifelong health and physical activity. 

 
 

Item Assessment Weight 

First Aid Theory and Practical Test Week 10 Term 1 20% 

Saint Research Project Week 9 Term 2 20% 

Implementation of Activity Week 10 Term 3 20% 

Essay Week 8 Term 4 20% 

Examination Week 10 Term 4 20% 

Total  100% 
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SCIENCE  
 

The aim of the Science syllabus is to provide learning experiences through which students 
will: 

 Acquire scientific knowledge and skills and develop understanding about 
phenomena within and beyond their experience. 

 Develop an appreciation of science as a human activity and applying their 
understanding to their everyday life. 

 Develop positive values about attitudes towards themselves, others, lifelong 
learning, science and the environment. 

 
In Science, students will also complete a number of assessment tasks that will be used to 
determine the RoSA Grades (A to E).  
The following assessment schedule will apply: 

 

Item Assessment Weight 

Human Disease Research Task Week 8 Term 1 25% 

Semester One Exam Week 8 Term 2 20% 

Practical Exam Week10 Term 3 25% 

Examination Week 7 Term 4 30% 

Total  100% 

 
 
 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
 
The stage 5 Visual Arts Course builds on skills developed in years 7 and 8 across a range of media. It 
includes explorations in drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, mixed media and digital 
imaging. Students will be required to keep a visual diary. Students will study the practices of Art 
History, Art Criticism and Art making looking at a range of artists and artworks that are relevant to 
the theme or forms being experienced at the time. Relevant technologies will be introduced and 
explored. 

 
 

Item Assessment Weight 

Exhibition of 2 design pieces Week 10 Term 1 25% 

Painted Portrait Week 9 Term 2 25% 

Sculpture Week 10 Term 3 25% 

Photography and Video Performance Week 7 Term 4 25% 

Total  100% 

 
 


