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 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Term 2 2020 

Fri 26th Jun – Last Day of 

Term 2 

Term 3 2020 

Tue 21st Jul – First Day of 

Term 3 

Tue 28th Jul – Secondary 

Parent/Teacher 

Interviews 

Tue 4th Aug – Primary 

Parent/Teacher 

Interviews 

Fri 7th Aug – Feast of St 

Mary Mackillop 

Thur 13th Aug – Elective 

Information Evening 

Sat 22nd Aug – Gala 

Dinner 

Fri 4th Sept - 

SMMC Athletics Day 

 

Fri 11th to Thurs 17th Sept 

– Yr 11 Exams 

 

Fri 18th to Sun 20th Sept – 

Mother & Daughter Camp 

 

Dear parents, 

What does success look like in God's sight? I 
started to think about this while proclaiming the first 
reading from the ambo at Mass for the Solemnity of 
the Birth of St John the Baptist. It read from the 
prophet Isaiah: 
 

He made my mouth a sharp sword,  
and hid me in the shadow of his hand. 
He made me into a sharpened arrow, 

and concealed me in his quiver. 
He said to me, “You are my servant (Israel) in 

whom I shall be glorified”; while I was thinking,  
“I have toiled in vain, I have exhausted myself for 

nothing”; 
and all the while my cause was with the Lord, 

my reward with my God. 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, my God 

was my strength. 
                                           Isaiah 49:2-4 

While the prophet was full of woe, "I have toiled in 
vain", God was honouring him. When God saw him 
as his chosen weapon, he was thinking, "I have 
exhausted myself for nothing." How often do we see 
success merely through the lens of the world? God 
sees things quite differently. 

In the past month, students have toiled on 
assessments, sweating over Maths results and 
putting the finishing touches on D&T projects, 
among many other tasks. They have not toiled in 
vain, nor exhausted themselves for nothing.  

God has seen every sacrifice; each moment they 
have pushed on when they might have wavered; 
each time they smiled when they might have 
grimaced. They are being sharpened and polished 
in order to be sent. 

I've certainly seen some polished work in the D&T 
room and, having read many of the academic 
reports that will be mailed to parents today, our 
students have applied themselves with persistence 
and skill this first semester of 2020. 
 

I particularly want to thank parents for the extra 
support they gave to their children's learning when 
so many were home during the Coronavirus 
lockdown. It was a great blessing to have the school 
functioning normally again so quickly; again, 
testament to the strength of the community. 
Enjoy a revitalising break over the holidays. 
 

Warm regards, 
Ian Smith 
Principal 
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Year 12 Students 

As our seven Year 12 students come closer to their 

last term at school, we ask that families pray for 

them as they prepare for their trail exams in term 3 

and their HSC exams in term 4. Please see the 

prayer sheet attached. 
 

Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews 

Teachers have been working hard over the last few 

weeks on your child’s/children’s reports for 

Semester 1. Reports have been mailed out today.  

If you have any questions concerning your 

child’s/children’s report, please contact the class 

teacher directly by email. 

Parent teacher interviews will take place in early in 

Term 3, giving parents the opportunity to discuss 

their child’s/children’s progress as well as any 

concerns you may have.  The interviews will take 

place on: 
   

Secondary Interviews - Tuesday 28th July 

Primary Interviews - Tuesday 4th August 
 

ICAS Testing 

Our School is once again giving students the 

opportunity to do ICAS testing this year.   More 

information in regards to the testing and parent 

payment is included on the attached page.   Please 

make note that all payments are to be made 

online through the ICAS website. 
 

Legion of Mary  

The Legion of Mary for primary and secondary aged 

children will be meeting again from the beginning of 

Term 3. The First meeting will be on Tuesday 21st 

July after school.   
 

Staff Movement  

Dr Magdalene Kaur and Mrs Emilie Wendt have 

finished working at SMMC late this term. We wish 

them both every success for their future 

endeavours. Mrs Heather Cattell commences 

maternity leave today. We wish Heather and her 

husband Pat all the best as they begin the exciting  

journey of parenthood.   
 

Term 3 Class and Subject Teachers 

Year 4 – Ms Sharon Johnson 

Year 8, 9, 10&11 Drama – Ms Narda Reid 

Year 7 English & History – Ms Narda Reid 

Year 12 Drama – Mr Kieran Williams 

Year 12 Anc. Hist – Mr Mathieu Couture 

Year 12 English Adv.  & Ext – Mr Gary Carcarello  

 

Week 9, Term 2, 2020 

Friday 26th June  

mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

For Sale – Stoves and Range Hoods 

 

We are selling four second-hand gas stoves from our old Food Tech 

room as well as four brand new Stirling Range Hoods.  

  

The stoves are disconnected and ready to go in ‘as is’ condition for 

$100 each 

 

Range hoods are brand new and still in boxes measuring;   

Height: 161mm 

Width: 595mm 

Depth: 297mm 

Depth Extended 297-463mm 

$50 each 

 

Please contact the school for more information. Email: 

office@smmc.nsw.edu.au or Ph: 6045 9422  

 

 

 

 

 

House Swap (For Upcoming Holidays)  

An Invitation to do a house swap for one week in the July School 

Holidays. 
  

The location is in South Penrith with plenty of bush walking at nearby 

Glenbrook National Park and only a 15-minute drive from Mt 

Schoenstatt at Mulgoa, which is a beautiful shrine to Our Lady. The 

accommodation is 4-bedroom house sleeping 6-10 people. 
 

The Maslak Family are hoping to do a swap so they can visit family 

in the Albury area. Contact details are: 
  

Ph. 0412 373 968 or email candtmaslak@bigpond.com 
 

Current SMMC Job Vacancies 

Music Teacher 
Applications are invited for a class Music Teacher for grades kinder 
to 7.  This is a temporary, part time position for Terms 3 and 4, 
2020.  The successful applicant will be asked to work one day per 
week and will report directly to the Principal. Please 
visit  https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/38597 for further 
information. 
 

Casual Relief Teacher Positions 
Applications are invited for suitably qualified and experienced 

primary and secondary teachers to join our pool of relief teachers. 

Please visit https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/38601 for further 

information. 
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Curriculum Corner – Mrs Heather Cattell 

What a busy and productive first half of the school year it has been. I cannot believe how quickly it has 
flown by. I would like to thank my class for how hard they have worked and like to share with you an 

insight into what their learning journey has been like so far. 

Throughout terms 1 & 2 Students 

have done a mixture of visual art 

and music. Students have been 

blessed to have Emily Wendt to 

teach them how to compose and 

perform musical pieces in a range 

of ways including xylophone, 

recorder and singing. Students 

throughout this time have been 

learning about musical concepts 

such as pitch, tempo and 

composition preparation. In visual 

arts students have been using 

various materials, looking at 

various artist, techniques and 

interpreting art in a modern way 

through the use of ICT. 

In English students have focused on 

the text styles of informative texts 

and persuasive writing. Students 

have worked tirelessly to improve 

their writing and move their little 

figurines across the ‘Bump it Up 

Wall’ (Students need to be able to 

explain how their piece of writing has 

improved enough to move to the 

next level). Year 4 in the first term 

investigated various creatures and 

created an informative poster. In 

term two, students discussed a 

range of issues important to them 

and set about expanding their 

arguments, learning to write in a 

paragraph structure and how to use 

a range of persuasive devices. 

 



 

Why We Must Have a Day of Silent Reading 

 
By Gus Cattell, Year 4 

 
I strongly believe that we should have a day of silent reading. I believe this because it teaches you; it is good 
for your mental health and helps your brain to grow. Do not delay; let us have a day of silent reading. 
 
Firstly, reading can teach children many things. Reading is a great skill to have. Students will most definitely 
work a lot better and it will increase their vocabulary. Libraries might try to get more books for children to read 
and can learn more. 
 
Secondly, reading is very fun and can calm people that are distressed or angry. If you read before you go to 
bed, it will totally, absolutely and definitely help if you want to go to sleep. Reading will fight depression 
symptoms. Reading will lower your heart rate and release added pressure. 
 
Finally, reading helps your brain to grow. Reading increases your imagination and improves brain 
connectivity. Scientists have proven that if you read your neurons will attach and your brain will definitely 
grow bigger. How would you feel if you had the smallest brain in the class and could not answer a single 
question? This is why we must definitely have a full day of silent reading. 
 
To sum up you must totally, absolutely and definitely let us have a day of silent reading. It teaches new things, 
it is good for your mental health and helps your brain to grow. Don’t delay, let us have a day of silent reading 
now! 
 

Year 4 Must Have Longer Breaks!! 

 
By Niamh Slee, Year 4 

 
I strongly believe we must have longer breaks. I believe this because it will keep us healthy, socialised and 
it enables us to do our best work. DON’T DELAY LET US HAVE LONGER BREAKS TODAY! 
 
Firstly, we must have longer breaks to keep us healthy. I believe this because in order for us to stay strong 
and healthy we need to have vitamin D, which we get from the sun. Scientists have proven that if you get lots 
of vitamin D we can all live a much longer life. This is why I strongly believe that year 4 must have longer 
breaks to help us stay healthy. 
 
Secondly, we will definitely be able to socialise more. How you ask? Well some people have friends in other 
classes and if we had longer breaks, it would allow us more time to talk to each other. Statistics show that by 
talking to others it can release endorphins. This is why I believe that having longer breaks will enable us to 
be more socialised. 
 
Lastly, it will help us all to co-operate more and do our best work. If we have longer breaks we will be able to 
eat all of our food provided. This is important because studies show that if you eat all your food it enables 
you to co-operate, concentrate and do your best work. This is why I am certain that having longer breaks will 
help us all to do our best. 
 
In conclusion, we must have longer breaks so we can stay healthy, socialised and do our best work. This is 
why I strongly believe that we should most definitely have longer breaks. DON’T DELAY LET US HAVE 
LONGER BREAKS TODAY!   
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN  

                 FAMILY LIFE 

 

 

 
 
 

Marriage - Your Path to Holiness 
 

 

Saint Thomas More, the “Man of All Seasons”, said that one could argue that marriage is the most difficult of vocations. 
I'm sure that we have all had moments when we have found our vocation difficult. Your perseverance in these times is a 
sign of hope in the world. Even if your spouse has left you through no fault of your own, you can remain faithful to your 
vocation by remaining chaste and always having a respectful attitude to your spouse. 
 
 

For those who have made those vows of remaining faithful in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, show 
heroic virtue by persevering on this path. The example to children of parents living out their promises enables them to 
go forth and do the same when their time comes. Marriage though, is not about just giving of yourself and staying 
married to the person you promised, it means laying down your life for that person each day. 
 
 

“Today's world... is in need of saints, that is, men of integrity who fulfil the will of God with fidelity, full of the spirit of 
service and concern for man; of honest men who love the truth, who give themselves in service of the common good, 

even paying the price of generous renunciation of their own interest.” John Paul II 
 
 

Think back to when you first knew your spouse was just right for you and that somehow you couldn't go on in life without 
them. Romance is not something new. Read about the meeting of Isaac and Rebecca in the Old Testament. Romance is 
that special gift from God that delights in another person who reflects in his or her own unique way the image and 
likeness of God and of his love. Marriage may begin with romance, but is continued with day to day living out of virtue. 
Daily acts of self-denial and service of spouse and family. 
 
 

There are stages in married life. The first stage, according to Dr Anna Maria Araujo de Venegas, is the infantile or 
egocentric stage. This stage is usually the first one to five years of marriage. This coincides with the many firsts in their 
marriage life e.g. first house, first baby etc. The main conflicts come from the relationship such as the wife's jealousy as 
to the amount of time her husband spends on work pursuits. The wife may be absorbed in having babies and being a 
mother. This is a time of growth as the dreams of youth give rise to the realities of family life. 
 

In the second stage, the 'adult couple' become concerned about their growing children. It is easy in this stage to just live 
parallel lives and not really communicate as loving spouses. It is a time to really work on creating unity in the marriage. 
Spouses need to plan time to go out for dinner or away for a weekend to maintain their unity. Conflicts need to be 
handled as they arise so that they are not buried in the business of life. This stage needs to see a maturing of love in the 
marriage. It is easy to take each other for granted and show a lack of tenderness to the other spouse. Beware the mid-
life crisis! 
 
 

Maturity eventually comes. At this time, there is no temptation to avoid the reality of life. The mature couple are faithful 
to their commitments despite difficulties that may have arisen over the years. This sort of couple are able to give the 
example that society needs. Marriage is a lifelong commitment to stay together with one person, until in death they do 
part. 
 

 

 
 
 


