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Dates for your
Diary:
Term 1 2020
Saturday 14th March –
School Working Bee
10:00am – 1:00pm
Tuesday 17th March –
Wagga Seminarian Visit,
St Patrick’s Day
Wednesday 18th March –
SMMC Athletics Carnival
Thursday 19th March –
Cupcake stall, Feast of St
Joseph
Friday 3rd April – Whole
School Assembly
Thursday 9th April – Last
Day of Term 1
Saturday 25th April –
ANZAC Day
Term 2 2020
Tuesday 28th April – First
Day of Term 2
Friday 8th May – RAS
Cross Country
Monday 11th May –
BISSA Cross Country

Dear parents,
Tripadvisor advises that the tiny village of Dripsey
in Ireland hosts the world's shortest St Patrick's
Day procession. It starts and ends at the two
village pubs, 100 metres apart.
Many Australian Catholics feel culturally like they
are a short distance from Ireland. And while the
Church has undergone a recent battering in the
Emerald Isle, we give thanks to God for the Irish
missionaries who have brought the Faith to the
world, including our corner of it.
On Tuesday, 17th March, SMMC will celebrate
the solemnity of St Patrick in grand style with a
visit of seminarians and staff of Vianney College,
the diocesan seminary of Wagga Wagga.
Thanks be to God, Bishop Brennan's vision of a
local diocesan centre of formation for clergy
continues to bear fruit. May it also be pleasing to
God that many SMMC graduates will hear the call
and follow the Lord wherever he leads.
Warm regards,
Ian Smith
Principal
Working Bee
The school working bee is taking place this
Saturday 14th March from 10:00am to 1:00pm.
A BBQ lunch will be supplied for all volunteers on
the day. A list of jobs we hope to achieve has
been emailed to parents this week. Any help
given on the day will be much appreciated as we
aim to make the school a pleasant environment
for our students.
Seminarian Visit & St Patrick’s Day –
Tuesday 17th March
Students may wear a green accessory, in
addition to their normal school uniform. Mass will
be celebrated at St Mary's Church at 10.00am
and there will be a full school assembly in the
Hall at 12.30pm. Parents are invited to join
SMMC students and seminarians at Mass and
assembly. There will be extended recess and
lunchtimes. Seminarians will visit each classroom
and the Serra Club is providing a BBQ lunch for
all students. The school day begins and finishes
at the normal times.

SMMC Athletics Carnival
The annual SMMC Athletics Carnival is being
held next week on Wednesday 18th March at the
Les O’Brien Precinct (Alexandra Park). Students
are asked to be dropped off by 8.45am for roll call
with events commencing at 9.00am. The day will
finish at 3.15pm and parents are asked to pick
their children up directly from the park. Parents
and family are encouraged to attend the day.
Students must be dressed in their sports uniform,
including their hat but may substitute their polo
top for a top in their team colour of green or gold.
Students will need to bring their recess, lunch
and bottle of water. There will also be a kiosk
open from 11am to 1pm on the day. Permissions
for the event have been sent to parents’ PAM
accounts. Please let the school office know if you
are able to volunteer on the day.
St Joseph’s Feast Day Cup Cake Sale
There will be a Cupcake Sale Fundraiser on
Thursday 19th March at recess. Prices are $1
for cupcakes and 50c for crackles and honey
joys. If you are able to bake some cupcakes or
other items for the stall, please contact the school
office or email Mrs Vera Galvin at:
vera.galvin@smmc.nsw.edu.au.
Parent Notified Absences
Parents and caregivers are required to provide a
reason for student absences by 10.30am on the
day of absence. The easiest way to notify an
absence is through your PAM account by clicking
on the Parent Notified Absences in the top right
hand corner of the PAM home screen and then
simply follow the prompts. For planned absences
of more than 5 days, an application for extended
leave needs to be organised through the school
office where the application must be approved by
the Principal. We thank parents for helping the
school to fulfil its requirements regarding student
attendance.
RAS & BISSA Swimming
Well done to all our students who represented the
school at the RAS & BISSA Swimming carnivals
in Wagga last week. A special mention to Xander
Saliba who won second place in 4 races. He will
now go on to represent our school at the CIS in
Sydney. Congratulations Xander!

Curriculum Corner – Mr Gary Carcarello

STAGE 5 BOYS ENGLISH
This term, our Stage 5 English Boys class have been relishing the cinematic genius of Elia Kazan’s classic 1954 film:
On the Waterfront, portraying the fight for justice on the corrupt Hoboken Harbour. Starring Marlon Brando, Eve Saint
Marie and Karl Malden, we’ve explored the techniques used to bring a colourful cast of characters to life, including
the down and out ex-boxer, Terry, who is drawn to personal repentance and conversion by the uncompromising
Father Barry, and the virtuous and courageous Edie Doyle, who lost her brother to the villainous mobsters ruling
waterfront with an iron fist.
Our study and analysis has incorporated all manner of shots, angles, lighting, soundtrack and symbolism, to see just
how filmmakers construct their texts to generate audience responses, tapping into tropes and motifs that have been
with us for generations. We’ve explored the key themes of silence, truth, transformation, redemption, power,
corruption, faith and virtue, with a newfound appreciation of how the historical context shapes a narrative. Our insights
will be brought together in the coming weeks, in an analytical essay exploring a challenging question about the film.
Finally and fundamentally, our crew of scholarly gentlemen have explored how narrative, film and art can give
reverence to our Lord and Saviour, with the climactic moments of the film paying homage to the passion of Christ as
he approached Calvary. Kazan’s film teaches us, through Father Barry, that a critical mistake we make, allowing evil
to flourish, is “ forgettin’ that every fellow down here is your brother in Christ! But remember, Christ is always with
you.”

What’s Happening Around the School

Xander Saliba, BISSA Swimming Carnival, Wagga – Go Xander!

RAS Primary Swimming Carnival, Wagga

Kinder Class Visit to Jindera Museum

Kinders at Jindera Museum

Playing Quoits, Jindera Museum
I am certain in my heart that
all that I am, I have received
from God.
Saint Patrick

Patrick Chandrasegaran,
Received a 2019 NSW young
Scientist Award Commendation

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN
FAMILY LIFE

Kindness in everyday life.
Kindness is a gift of oneself to others. It is love in action. Parents as the primary educators of their children have an
important role to play in transforming the world for the better. Kindness is shown by small acts of service and courtesies
shown to others. Parents, by the nature of their relationship with their children, show them first hand many acts of loving
kindness. Especially for children this is giving them your time. I read somewhere that to children love is a four letter word
spelt T-I-M-E.
There are a wealth of beautiful stories for children which teach them about the power of kindness. One of my favourite
stories is the story of Saint Lawrence who saw a poor beggar on the side of the road. He was moved with pity for the
man and tore his cloak in two giving half of it to the poor man. Later Our Lord appeared to him. He was that poor man
whom Saint Lawrence had cared for. Another story to touch your child's heart is the story of “The Selfish Giant” by Oscar
Wilde. This story gives a lesson in selfishness and promotes the opposite virtues of love and kindness. Two more stories
to look out for are “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery Williams and “Rocking Horse Land” by Laurence Housman.
Children will cherish these stories and ponder the moral lessons long after.
Elizabeth Leseur was a French lady who lived from 1866-1914. Most of her life she was an invalid. Her husband Felix
was an atheist and she was forbidden to speak about her faith to him or any of his atheist academic friends who
frequented their home. The only way she was able to show the great depth of her faith was with her small constant acts
of kindness. She wrote in her diary: “To give myself generously, and not to expect or calculate on the least return for the
gift or the faintest satisfaction; not to desire affection, or esteem, or sympathy or, still less, praise.” This inner goodness
that was revealed in her small deeds eventually changed her husband from atheist to priest. After her death he lived
until 1950. He spent the rest of his life spreading the message of her life and writings which is known as “The secret
Diary of Saint Elizabeth Leseur.” There is presently a cause for her canonisation. Kindness is powerful in touching those
people close to us and also in those we come across in everyday life.
There was a time when I lived in a little country town. I used to take the kids to the library on Friday afternoon after piano
lessons. It was about the only time I had to visit the library with all of them with me in the car. We would arrive about
5.15pm and the library closed at 5.30pm. As it was a small town it wasn't open on Saturdays or Mondays. We would
usually arrive and dash around quickly for 5 minutes or so picking out a few books (only 30 or so). I could tell we were a
real nuisance to the librarian so I decided to go out of my way to be kind to her and to encourage the children to do the
same. I would always smile and make an effort to exchange pleasantries with her and ask after her family members who
(since it was a small town) I also knew. We eventually got to be great friends and she became so helpful and supportive
of my children's education, I don't think I could have done without her. A few years later after moving away, I returned to
visit and delighted her with a hold of my new baby which of course she didn't know I'd had. Kindness is a great gift and it
is we, who in giving, receive.

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH – TEMPERANCE
To seek the greatest good is to live well, and to live well is nothing other than to love God with the
whole heart, the whole soul, and the whole mind: It is therefore obvious that this love must be kept
whole and uncorrupt, that is temperance.
Saint Augustine

