
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
What a wonderful night our school concert was last 
Friday evening! Thank you to all those who braved the 
limelight to showcase their talents. Your performances 
brought much joy to our school. The teacher 
performance was particularly noteworthy – they’ve been 
watching! This coming Friday we have a night of fun with 
Trivia organised by the Yr.12 students to raise funds to 
purchase their parting gift to the school. The night 
begins at 6:30pm in the SMMC Hall. See you there! 
 
We have been focussing in on courtesy this week at 
SMMC, encouraging the students in little things such as 
saying good morning to teachers and fellow students, 
and using manners such as pardon me (not ‘what’), 
excuse me, please and thank you. These little ‘one 
percenters’ (to use a footy term) really do make a 
difference to everyone’s day and will hold the students 
in good stead for their interactions with all people and 
when they end up in the work force one day. Anna Krohn 
wrote a great article in the Catholic Weekly recently, 
quoting someone who said that ‘Courtesy is applied 
Christianity.’ She went on to say that “Courtesy towards 
others is a small sacramental way of showing that we 
believe in charity towards others, even if at times we do 
not feel it”. 
 
Congratulations 
The Cattell Family had a baby girl on Saturday, Faustina 
Magdalene. A big congratulations on behalf of the 
SMMC Community! The joy a new born baby brings is 
irreplaceable. From all the sibling reports, she is going 
well and getting lots of love and attention. A big 
congratulations also to Angelus Saliba who made his 
First Communion at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in 
Thurgoona. Receiving Jesus in the Eucharist is a 
beautiful gift and one that Angelus can now partake in at 
every Mass. He said he felt a lot of peace inside during 
the day. 
 
Uniform 
With Term 4 approaching quickly, don’t forget to get in 
touch with Anastasia Byrnes if you require any Summer 
Uniform items, which are required to be worn in Term 4.  

 
We continue to keep the Year 11 Students in our prayers 
as they sit their exams across this week. Please also 
continue to use the Yr.12 Prayer that was sent as they 
prepare to sit their HSC Exams early next term. Next 
week we will hold a number of activities for our Yr.12 
students, who finish up with us next Friday 22nd 
September. A retreat is planned, breakfast with the 
teachers, sports competition, Nursing Home visit and a 
final assembly on Friday morning run by the Yr.12 
students. The Yr.11 Students will also take part in some 
of these activities as they transition to Yr.12 next term. 
They have been a wonderful group of students to work 
with and we look forward to enjoying our last week 
together at SMMC.  
 
Thank you to all those parents who have sent in the slip 
for this Saturday’s P&F Cake Stall. Please drop off 
your goodies either on Friday at school or early on 
Saturday morning directly to the cake stall outside the 
Jindera Post Office. Our Annual School Fete is fast 
approaching and we need everyone’s support to sell all 
our Raffle Tickets. There are great prizes to be won!  
 
Please note there will be no Legion of Mary meeting 
on Tuesday of the first week of Term 4. Legion will 
resume on Tuesday October 17th and will be the 200th 
meeting of Legion of Mary at SMMC. 
 
There is only one week left to collect as many Earn & 
Learn stickers as you can. Please send stickers into the 
office and we can put on sheets for you! 
 
A reminder to please get your family details sheet back 
to the school ASAP with changes marked in red pen. We 
need these in order to keep an up to date data base. 
 
In our Living Out the Faith In Family Life I have included 
an excerpt of an article by Dr Gerard O’Shea on the 
Developmental Stages of Children. I will continue to put 
in an excerpt each week to outline the main 
characteristics of children at different stages and how 
we can meet their needs. If you would like a copy of the 
full article please let me know.  
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  

Week 9, Term 3                                                       Wednesday 13th September 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

Let us always meet each other with a smile, 
because the smile is the beginning of love.” 

                                      Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
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Dates for your diary… 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 Thursday Lunchtime –Secondary Reading Club with Miss Costello 
Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Monday September 11th – Friday September 15th – Year 11 Exams 

 Thursday 14th September 7:30pm – School Council Meeting 

 Friday 15th September 6:30pm – Yr.12 Trivia Night Fundraiser in the SMMC Hall 

 Saturday 16th September – P&F Cake Stall in Jindera outside Post Office 7:30am-10:30am. 

 Thursday 21st September – SRC Breakfast from 8:30am 

 Friday 22nd September – Assembly after Mass run by Year 12s 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Thursday 12th October – P&F Meeting 7:30pm 

 Saturday 14th October – combined School and Parish Working Bee (2-5pm) with BBQ Dinner 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 

 Saturday 4th November 6pm– Yr.12 Graduation Dinner, Banksia Room @ Commercial Club 

 Wednesdays 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th November and 6th December – Secondary Swimming 1:45 – 2:45pm 

 Monday 6th November – Thursday 9th November – EXAM WEEK for Yr.7-10 

 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

 Monday 13th November – Friday 17th November – Work Experience for Yr.9/10 16+ Students 

 Tuesday 14th November 6pm – 2018 Kinder Information Session 

 Fridays 17th, 24th Nov and 1st December – 2018 Kinder Orientation 9:15am – 12:00pm 

 Monday 20th November – Friday 24th November – Primary Swimming Program 

 Friday 24th and Saturday 25th November – SMMC Production of Fiddler on the Roof @ St John’s Jindera 

Curriculum Corner – Hockey 

Throughout this term, our Primary Students have been fortunate to be involved in Hockey lessons, 
which we have been able to fund through a Government Grant from Sporting Schools. The students 

have really enjoyed the challenge of learning new skills and putting them into practice. We thank 
Jacob who has visited for the four sessions and worked with the children. Pictured here are our 5/6 

Hockey Team with Miss McCormack and coach Jacob. 



  
 

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

Human Developmental Stages: Montessori/ Cavalletti  
by Dr Gerard O’Shea  

 

Introduction: The Preliminary Work of Maria Montessori  

It is now more than a century since the “Montessori Miracle” was first reported from the slums of the San 

Lorenzo quarter in Rome in 1907. “Here flourished unchecked all the evils of subletting, overcrowding, 

promiscuous immorality and other crimes.” Among a group of children who were considered beyond help 

by educational authorities of the time, a young female medical doctor had achieved results that astounded 

the world. The background is described in a comprehensive biography written in 1957 by E.M. Standing. 

The application of Montessori’s principles had immediate and dramatic effects, which she describe this way:  

I set to work… like a peasant woman who, having set aside a good store of seed corn, has found a fertile 

field in which she may freely sow it. But I was wrong. I had hardly turned over the clods of my field, when I 

found gold instead of wheat: the clods concealed a precious treasure. I was not the peasant I had thought 

myself. Rather, I was like foolish Aladdin, who, without knowing it, had in his hand a key that would open 

hidden treasures.  

 

In his biography, Standing cites a variety of contemporary sources expressing amazement at the results 

achieved. Typical of these was one provided by a delegate sent to investigate the phenomenon from the 

London County Council, Mrs Hutchison. She returned to report so enthusiastic that one of the Council, Sir 

Edward Garnett remarked: “Gentlemen, this is not a report, it is a rhapsody!” 

 

Sensitive Periods  
Essentially, Montessori’s discovery was based on a careful observation of human development and a serious 

attempt to match the needs of the child with their particular developmental stage. She went on to describe 

these stages as “sensitive periods”. Montessori explained this term with reference to the Prothesia butterfly, 

whose egg is laid on the bark where the branch joins the trunk of a tree. The caterpillar, immediately after it 

hatches, is “light sensitive” and this characteristic drives it towards the soft shoots at the end of the branch; 

these leaves are the only ones that it is strong enough to eat at this stage of development. As it grows, the 

light sensitivity fades and at the same time, the caterpillar becomes capable of eating the tougher leaves 

found anywhere on the tree. Montessori’s observations lead her to believe that human development has 

similar characteristics. She claimed that there are particular moments in which some developmental tasks 

can be undertaken with minimal effort and connect with an underlying drive – exigencies. Based on this 

insight, through long and careful observation, Montessori attempted to identify the sensitive periods for 

various necessary stages of learning. Once she had arrived at these broadly consistent constructs, her 

educational method was relatively simple. Identify the child’s current needs and the sensitive period in 

which they found themselves, and attempt to harness this in the education process. Whatever the child 

currently needed should be met with suitable materials and practices to enhance their learning. In 

Montessori’s view, once a sensitive period had passed, it would never return; the chance to learn something 

with ease was gone for good. For example, the sensitive period for the acquisition of languages was said to 

occur before the age of six. This did not mean that languages could not be learned after this time but the task 

would be difficult and laborious by comparison.  

 

Virtue for the Month of September - Industriousness 
“Happy the youth who takes charge of his life in time, makes worthwhile decisions about the loyalties, 

purposes and ambitions that shall control him, finds his work in the world and masters it!” 

Twelve Tests of Character-Harry Fosdick 

 

 


