
 

Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Welcome to the final newsletter for 2018. The year has gone 
so quickly and it is hard to believe we are at the end of 
another academic year. It was wonderful to celebrate the 
many achievements of the students and the whole SMMC 
Community at our first outdoor presentation evening last 
night. And God blessed us with perfect conditions! Thank 
you to everyone who came along. A special mention to Mrs 
Mott for her tireless organisation of this event, to Michael 
Green for providing the sound system and to all who helped 
out to make the night a great success. 
 
Next year will see the school looking a lot different with the 
new classrooms and other buildings in operation. It certainly 
is exciting times for our school. We will begin next year with 
a little over 180 students and many new families. 
 
Thank you to the year 5/6 class who baked cupcakes to sell 
to raise money for Aid to the Church on Wednesday. Thank 
you to all who helped raise money for Aid to the Church by 
buying a red ribbon or a cupcake. Due to this support we 
were able to raise a total of $510. 50 which has been sent 
off to Aid to the Church in Need. 
 
This term the year 7/8 girls have enjoyed creating some 
decorative flower 
pieces in their 
hobby class. 
Thank you to Mrs 
Lorraine Morgan 
who has come in 
to teach the girls 
some wonderful 
new skills 
throughout the 
year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time to come 
along and help at our P&F Bunnings BBQ last Saturday. We 
made a healthy profit of approximately $1200 and no one 
slipped on any onions! A great effort. 
 
A huge thank you to Mr Williams and the SRC for putting on 
another wonderful breakfast for the whole school on 
Tuesday. It was a terrific way to finish up the year. 
 
 

We have mostly finalised classes and structures for 2019. I 
have outlined our staff for 2019 below and some of their main 
roles (not an exhaustive list). A very warm welcome to the 
new staff we will have with us next year at SMMC. 
Kinder – Miss Tania MacLean 
Yr.1 – Miss Victoria Kirley 
Yr.2 – Mrs Alison Patino 
Yr.3/4 – Mr Andrew Flores 
Yr.5 - TBA 
Yr.6 - Mr Nathan Dodd 
Mrs Terry Josephs – Education Support 
Mr Paul Griffin – Education Support 
Mrs Vera Galvin – 7-10 Italian, 7/8 English, 9/10 Food Tech, 
9/10 Church History, 7/8 Religion and Bible History, 3-6 
Kitchen 
Mrs Therese Mott-Pekolj – 9/10 D&T, 9/10 IST, 7&9 Maths, 
11/12 Standard Maths 
Mr Mathieu Couture – 7/8 Music, 7-10 PDHPE, 9/10 Elect. 
History, 7-10 Mandatory History, 11/12 Modern History and 
Yr.12 Ancient History 
Mr Kieran Williams – 11/12 English, 9/10 English, Yr.7-12 
Visual Arts, 9/10 Drama, Chaplaincy 
Mrs Kathleen Horsfall – 9/10 Science, 12 Biology, 12 
Chemistry, 9/10 Religion 
Mrs Magdalene Kaur – 7-12 English, 11 Drama, 11 Ancient 
History 
Mrs Mary McGrath – 7/8 Science, 10 Maths, 11/12 Advanced 
and Extension Maths, 11 Physics 
Mr Paul Elias – 3-6 Gardening, 7/8 TAS, 11 Biology, 11 
Chemistry, 8 Maths, 7-10 PDHPE 
Mrs Claire Irwin – 7-10 Mandatory Geography 
Mrs Annita Bell – Yr.11/12 Legal Studies 
Miss Chloe Van Der Horst – Office Administration 
Ms Fiona Nuttall – Office Administration 
Mr Luke Burton – Principal 
 
Farewell and thank you to Mr and Mrs Tingle, Miss 
McCormack, Mrs Morgan and also the Kite family. We are 
very indebted to you all for what you have brought to our 
school community during your time with us. Your presence 
will be very much missed, but we wish you all the very best in 
your future endeavours. 
 
Thank you all for another great year at SMMC. I wish you all 
a very happy and holy Christmas and look forward to 
welcoming your children back to school on Wednesday 30th 
January. 
 

God bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  

Week 8, Term 4                                                Friday 6th, December 2018 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Act today in a way that you need not blush 
tomorrow” 

 – Saint John Bosco 
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2018 Dates for your diary… 

Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December (8 Weeks) 

 Friday 14th December – Jindera Carols at the Village Green 
Term 1 – Wednesday 30th January – Friday 12th April (11 Weeks) 

 Wednesday 6th, 13th, 27th February – Secondary Swimming 

 Wednesday 20th – Swimming Carnival  

 Friday 1st – Sunday  3rd March – Mother’s and Daughter’s Camp 

 Wednesday 6th March – Ash Wednesday 

 Tuesday 9th April – Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park. 
Term 2 – Tuesday 30th April – Friday 28th June 
Term 3 – Tuesday 23rd July – Friday 27th September 
Term 4 – Monday 14th October – Thursday 5th December 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Kieran Williams 

This term in Year 9/10 Elective Visual Arts, we have been working on some acrylic landscape paintings 

inspired by the Impressionist movement. Artists of this movement tended to work quickly, focusing less on 

the details of a scene, and more on the overall impression of it (hence the name). For this reason, we 

chose to work with palette knives instead of brushes, as a way of forcing us to overlook the details and 

instead try to represent the image in a more abstract fashion. 

 

The students chose either a photo of a landscape or a cityscape as inspiration for their painting. After a 

concept sketch in their books, they began their paintings, adding some modelling past to the paint in order 

to thicken it up a little. There are some fantastic paintings coming along, with a nice variety of colours and 

styles. I've been very impressed with the quality of the students work and think they will all make great 

pieces to hang on the wall at home. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Red Wednesday at SMMC – Sharna Mahoni, Yr 6 Student 

On Wednesday, the 28th of November, at SMMC, the 5/6 class held a cupcake sale. There were dozens of 
delicious cupcakes that were prepared to raise money for Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). 
The ACN in a charity group that helps persecuted Christians, particularly with , building and rebuilding 
destroyed Church’s, support youth in need and other spiritual works of mercy. 
They also sold red ribbons the previous week to symbolize support for the fundraiser. They made an amount 
of $409.15. The support from the Jindera School was much appreciated by the ACN. It was a very kind and 
thoughtful act from the SMMC community.  

Yr 5/6 Water Wheels – Miss Julie McCormack 

 In Yr 5/6 Science, the students were given the task of designing and constructing a water wheel. This was 
part of the unit which examined the use of water as an energy source in hydro-power stations (such as at the 
Hume Weir Dam). The students took great interest in constructing their water wheels and the completed 
wheels exceeded expectations, with some groups aiming to use their water wheel to power a light bulb. Here 

are some photos of the unique creations. Well done to all groups! 



LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

 
 

In the midst of your preparation for Christmas, pause and consider Mary, the “Virgin 

of all Virgins”. Conceived without original sin, she the spotless maid, found worthy to 

bear the promised saviour. Mary is the new Eve, who like the Eve of old, is without original sin. Mary 

though, uses her free will to obey God, saying “Be it done unto me according to thy word.” 
 

This truth about Mary was known from all time but was only formally declared by the Church in 1854 when 

Blessed Pius IX announced that Mary was the Immaculate Conception. Only four years later Saint 

Bernadette, an uneducated peasant girl, revealed the words of a mysterious heavenly visitor, “je suis 

l'immaculee conception”. God had planned this truth from the beginning. This truth that the apostles and 

those who knew Mary must have known by her dealings with them. She the Mother of the Church, free from 

original sin, is revealed to us in these modern times. 
 

The Church gives us this feast at the start of a new liturgical year at the start of Advent during this holy time 

of waiting. The Church gives us this feast now just before Christmas so that we can contemplate Mary, in 

her heavenly splendour, as she appeared to Bernadette. She who was free from sin helps all of her children 

to become free from sin. Contemplate Mary, the new Eve and the central role she plays in God's plan of 

redemption. 
 

Renew your devotion to Mary. Consecrate yourself and your family to your heavenly mother now and she 

will lead you close to the infant child, who will arrive with the great feast of Christmas. Walk alongside her 

as she travels to Bethlehem and make room in your heart, so that when the time comes for his birth, you 

cannot say there is “no room”.   
 

The Advent Wreath- from Religious Customs (Fr F.X. Weiser) 
 

Week 1: The first purple candle is lit each night and left burning during prayer time or dinner time. 

Father: O Lord, stir up thy power, we beg thee, and come that thy protection we may deserve to be rescued 

from the threatening dangers of our sins and be saved by thy deliverance. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Week 2 :The first and second candles are lit each night. 

Father: O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may prepare the ways of thine only begotten son, that through his 

coming we may be made worthy to serve thee with purified minds. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

Week 3: The first two candles and the rose candle are lit during this week. 

Father; O Lord we beseech Thee, incline Thine ear to our prayers and enlighten the darkness of our minds by 

the grace of the visitation. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Week 4: All four candles are lit during this week. 

Father: O Lord, we beseech Thee, stir up Thy power and come; and with great might deliver us, that with the 

help of Thy grace, Thy merciful forgiveness may hasten what our sins impede. Through Christ Our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

Virtue for the month of December- Love 

 
“I want to work for your love alone...I wish then to be clothed in justice and to receive from your 

love the eternal possession of yourself.”- St Therese of Liseux 

 


