
  

 

 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
We have been very busy here at SMMC since our last 
newsletter. 
 
Last Friday we had a group of 9-12 students head off to 
the snow. The weather was great, and the students all 
had a wonderful time.  Thank you to Mrs McGrath for all 
her hard work organising the trip for our students. 
 
Wednesday we hosted the MacKillop Cup. We thank the 
Wagga School for coming down to our school, it was a 
great day. Well done to our students who won medals:  
Michael Cramer for Chess, Mary Ryan for Junior Netball 
and Patrick Byrnes for Junior Football.  We also 
congratulate the Wagga school who won the MacKillop 
Cup this year. 
 
The ICAS testing has started this week and will continue 
over the next two weeks.  We wish our students the very 
best as they sit the tests. 
 
Thank you to the parents who were able to come along 
to our school assembly today. It’s always good to see how 
our students are going and what they have been up to in 
their classrooms. Well done to all the students who 
received awards, keep up the good work! 
 
Our next assembly will be held on Friday 27th 
September and we encourage all parents to come along 
if they are able. This assembly will be run by the Year 12’s 
as they prepare to say farewell to SMMC. They have all 
worked very hard over the year and we wish them all the 
best for their HSC Exams.  Please keep our year 12 
students in your prayers.    
 

School Concert  
Our school concert is coming up on Friday 13th 
September. The concert will be held in our school hall 
and will start at 7.00pm. Please come along and watch 
our talented students.  All welcome. 
 
Enrolments for 2020 
We are now taking kindergarten enrolments for next year. 
Please contact the school to organise an interview and 
tour and to secure your child’s place for 2020.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Missionaries of Charity Visit 
The Missionaries of Charity will be making a visit to our 
school on Monday 9th September to speak to all of our 
students at varying times throughout the day.  We thank 
them for taking the time to come and we are sure our 
students will greatly benefit from their visit.   
 
Campion Visit 
Next Tuesday 10th September we have a representative 
from Campion College coming to the school to talk to our 
year 10-12 students.  This will be a great opportunity for 
our students to learn about what Campion College can 
offer our graduates.  
 
SMMC Annual Fete 
Thank you to those who have responded to our call for 
volunteers to run stalls. An updated stall list is attached 
with a few gaps still needing to be filled. Thank you also 
to those who have started collecting donations from 
businesses to use as prizes on the wheel. Copies of a 
letter to give to businesses asking for donations are 
available from the office or can be emailed to you.  If you 
are able to help with this huge task, please email 
vera.galvin@smmc.nsw.edu.au prior to approaching 
businesses to ensure that they have not already been 
asked for donations.  Keep selling those raffle tickets! 
 
Attached is a ‘Wish List’ flyer asking for donations of craft 
items for the fete craft stall.  If you are able to donate any 
items they can be dropped off in the basket sitting in the 
office.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Parent Evening Night 
Thank you to all the parents who were able to make it to 
our Parent evening on Saturday night. We thank our 
guest speaker Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers for travelling 
here and coming to our school to speak. 
 
Father and Son Camp  
Our Father and Son camp is quickly approaching on 
Friday 20th September – Sunday 22nd September.  
Bookings are now closed.  We have quite a large group 
of fathers and sons coming along and the camp is 
shaping up to be a great weekend.  
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Let us always meet each other with a smile, 
because the smile is the beginning of love.” 
                                 

    -Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
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Careers Night 
Students from years 9-11 will be participating in some job 
application training at our Careers Night. The students 
will be taught how to write a CV and cover letter for a job 
application and then sit a mock interview. On the night we 
will need some parent helpers who are willing to: 
- Create a mock job advertisement in their field of work 
- Read CVs and letters of application submitted by 
students 
- Perform interviews with students 
If you are interested please email Paul Elias for further 
details. 
paul.elias@smmc.nsw.edu.au 
 
Polices  
Please see attached an updated Parents code of 
conduct policy along with a copy of the correct way to 
correspond with the school via email. These policies are 
put in place for the benefit of our whole school 
community.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St Vincent de Paul - Sleep out 
Holy Spirit Parish is once again holding the St Vincent de 
Paul sleep out. It will be held on Friday 27th September. 
High School aged children and adults may take part in 
this if they wish. If you would like further information you 
can collect a sponsor page from the school office. 
 
Dangerous and Sharp Items 
 We have had a few students bring in dangerous and 
sharp items from home that are not allowed at school. 
Please ensure that your child/children do not bring these 
to school. Any dangerous items found will be confiscated 
and parents will be contacted to collect them from the 
office.  We thank you for your co-operation in this matter 
as we aim to respect the safety of everyone here at 
SMMC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2019 Dates for your diary… 

Term 3 – Tuesday 23rd July – Friday 27th September (10 Weeks) 
 

 Monday 9th September - Missionaries of Charity visit. 

 Tuesday 10th September – ICAS – Writing 

 Tuesday 10th September – Campion visit for 10-12 students 

 Thursday 12th September – ICAS – Spelling 

 Thursday 12th September – Level 2 Morning Tea 

 Friday 13th September – School Concert – 7.00pm 

 Monday 16th September- Thursday 19th September – Year 11 Exams 

 Tuesday 17th September – ICAS - English 

 Thursday 19th September – ICAS - Mathematics 

 Friday 20th – Sunday 22nd September – Father and Son Camp 

 Wednesday 25th September – Fire Safety Talk  

 Friday 27th September – Last Day of Term 3 
 
Term 4 – Monday 14th October – Thursday 5th December (8 Weeks) 
 

 Saturday 26th October – School Fete 

 Friday 1st November – All Saints day 

 Saturday 2nd November – All Souls Day 

 Saturday 16th November – Year 12 Graduation  

 Monday 18th – Friday 22nd November – Primary Intensive Swimming 

 Wednesday 20th November – 1:30pm Secondary swimming 

 Wednesday 27th November – 1:30pm Secondary swimming 

 Wednesday 4th December – 1:30pm Secondary swimming 
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Stage 4 Italian 
 

We have just completed a unit about the family. The students did a wonderful 
job of writing descriptions of their families and then reading them out to the 

class. They also put together magnificent family trees with all members 
labelled in Italian. The topic we are now working on is food. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Vera Galvin 



LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 
 

Creating an Educational Environment in the Home 

 

Most of the learning that children do happens in the family home. Parents as the first educators of 
their children are responsible for teaching their children what they need to know to be able to live in 
the world, but also what they need to reach heaven. 
 
Videos, DVDs, television and computers generally provide mainly passive learning even when at 
their best. Passive learning is learning that occurs with minimal or no effort. On a scale of 1-10 the 
quality of any learning that goes on would really only be valued at about 2 or 3 out of ten at best. 
Computers and other forms of technology are here to stay and children are going to learn about 
them. Time spent in this sort of passive learning should be limited to about a half an hour to one 
hour per day. The latest research on children with attention problems is that they need lots of 
physical activity as this releases neurotransmitters in their brains to stimulate their attention span 
naturally. There seems to be a link between spending excessive amounts of time in front of screens 
with attention problems. Some children seem to be very sensitive to this and for some children 
spending time on the computer after 5pm will affect their attention for the following day. Keep passive 
learning in the home from technology to a minimum. 
 
Provide lots of opportunities for active learning. Active learning happens when children are creatively 
involved in the learning process. Children love hands-on activities such as cooking and food 
preparation. Have children involved in gardening projects, planting seedlings and helping with the 
watering. Training children to do jobs around the home teaches them responsibility and gives them 
a feeling of self-worth. Spring is a perfect time for outdoor playtime. Even sitting quietly outside 
watching ants or other outdoor creatures can be very stimulating to a child's mind. Watching clouds 
appear and disappear, imagining the different shapes to be some animal or another. Even watching 
the shadows under trees change as the tree moves in the breeze can be an experience of discovery. 
Love of learning can be a lifelong joy in amongst the ups and downs of whatever future your children 
may have.  
 
Preschoolers in particular need lots of interesting opportunities to learn actively. Have a ready list of 
ideas to keep them occupied as they tend to have shorter attention spans and tire more quickly than 
an older child. Some ideas are play dough (especially home-made) building blocks such as Duplo, 
puzzles and cutting and pasting activities. A bag or box of useful craft items can be a God-send on 
a rainy day. Next time you are sweeping up glitter off the floor try to think of the virtue of 
industriousness you are cultivating in your child. Reading stories is great for children of all ages but 
especially important for preschoolers. Children who have never been read to, find it hard to learn to 
read and write. Reading stories encourages active listening and helps stimulate their imagination 
especially when they move on to books with fewer picture clues to understand the story. When 
reading stories, try to get a little feedback and ask questions such as, “What do you think will happen 
next?” Active learning is a good habit to try to encourage children to have for a lifetime. The beautiful 
world God has given us is full of an endless array of wonders to discover. Children thrive best in 
homes where there are plenty of opportunities to learn. 
 

 
VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER – TEMPERANCE  

“Temperance is a disposition that restrains our desires for things which it is base to desire.” 
 

- Saint Augustine  

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1460964


 
Year 9-12 Snow Trip 

 


