
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
We are at the end of what has been another very busy 
week at Saint Mary MacKillop College. The mornings 
have certainly been chilly and the students have been 
delighted to find big sheets of thick ice in the bubbler 
trough most mornings. We even had a stalagmite form 
on the ground underneath the dripping tap on the corner 
of the science room! Sofia Cavalletti always said that 
wonder is evoked by an “attentive gaze at reality”, which 
is true for children and adults alike. 
 
Last Friday we had an early start for our snow trip to 
Falls Creek. We were very blessed with a beautiful 
sunny day and the students had a great time. For many 
it was their first taste (literally for some) of snow. I 
congratulate the students on their excellent conduct 
throughout the day (except throwing snowballs at the 
Principal). We look forward to next year’s trip! Check out 
some great photos further into newsletter. 
 
Thank you to the parents who were able to come along 
to our Term 3 Parent Evening last night. Mary Louise 
Fowler gave us great insights into the current situation 
we are facing in having to defend natural marriage. It 
could only be a matter of a week and a half before we 
receive our postal vote packs for the plebiscite on 
marriage. It is crucial we get out and inform people of 
the consequences that would follow if marriage was to 
be redefined. If the law was to change, we would be 
bound by it, which is a frightening prospect. We could no 
longer refuse the ‘Safe Schools Programme’, we would 
lose our religious freedom and our freedom of speech. I 
urge you to do what you can to help. Mary Louise 
suggested starting with your neighbour and asking them 
their thoughts on the plebiscite – just get conversations 
happening, inform people of the reality of what is 
occurring and get them voting NO. Please make contact 
if you are able to assist in any way to ensure we 
preserve natural marriage and protect our future 
generations. Please have a good read of the attached 
information relating to marriage. 
 
The inaugural MacKillop Cup was held on Wednesday 
and what a terrific day it was. The students from both  

 
schools battled hard in all games and in the end Jindera 
was able to hold the cup aloft with a three matches to 
one victory. A medal was awarded to a player from each 
match who most displayed the ‘MacKillop Spirit’. 
Congratulations to Naomi Burton from Wagga (Primary 
Netball), Chris Bell from Wagga (Primary Touch Footy), 
Isabel Perry from Jindera (Secondary Netball) and Josh 
Petrie from Wagga (Secondary Touch Footy). It was a 
really positive atmosphere throughout the day and a 
great opportunity to build some positive friendships with 
Saint Mary MacKillop Wagga. Next year we will head to 
Wagga as they try to wrestle the cup from our grasp. A 
big thank you to any parents who sent along food on the 
day and for those who helped out in any way. 
 
Congratulations to all those secondary students who 
have reached Level 1 of the Secondary Welfare 
Awards System. These students and the families will 
enjoy dinner at La Maison next Tuesday 5th September 
to celebrate their achievements. 
 
Next Friday 8th September at 7:00pm is our annual 
school concert, where students get to showcase their 
talents. Come along for some great entertainment. 
 
Attached to newsletter you will find a sheet with your 
family details on it. Can you please use a red pen and 
make any changes needed, then return to the office 
ASAP so we can update our database. Thank you. 
 
The Yr.12 Students are running a trivia night on Friday 
15th September to raise funds for their graduation gift to 
the school. Please put the date in your diary and get 
along for what will be a great night of fun. Flyer is 
attached. 
 
It has been great to see so many people in the Church 
each morning praying the rosary for Marriage. This 
novena will continue each day next week. It would be 
great if you could join us at 8:55am each morning 
except for Wednesday which is at 8:10am. Coming 
together to pray as a community is very powerful. 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  
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Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

Marriage is an act of will that signifies and 
involves a mutual gift, which unites the spouses 
and binds them to their eventual souls, with whom 
they make up a sole family - a domestic church. 
                                      Saint John Paul the Great 
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Dates for your diary… 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 Thursday Lunchtime –Secondary Reading Club with Miss Costello 
Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Tuesday 5th September 6:30pm – Level 1 High School Welfare Awards Dinner @ La Maison 

 Friday 8th September – School Concert 7pm in the School Hall 

 Friday 15th September – Trivia Night in the SMMC Hall run by Yr.12s 

 Saturday 16th September – P&F Cake Stall in Jindera outside Post Office 

 Wednesday 20th September – SRC Breakfast from 8:30am 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Thursday 12th October – P&F Meeting 7:30pm 

 Saturday 14th October – combined School and Parish Working Bee (2-5pm) with BBQ Dinner 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 

 Saturday 4th November 6pm– Yr.12 Graduation Dinner, Banksia Room @ Commercial Club 

 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Christine Tingle 
McCormack 

St Fiacre (30th August) - Patron of our garden, pray for us. 
Students have been busy planting seeds and taking cuttings with spring and also the 

fete, on the way. So now is the time if you would like to pot up some vegetable 
seedlings for our garden stall. 

The children are learning how to take cuttings such as lavender, rosemary and 
carnations and the seed blocker has been a fun way to start seedlings like broccoli, 

shallots and peas. It punches the soil out. 
We make a seed raising mix of compost, sand, coir (coconut fibre) and worm 

castings. 
 



  
 

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 
 

 

Determination is a virtue to live by! 
 

Determination is that driving force to persevere until the end, not giving up in the face of obstacles. 

Donald De Marco, in his book 'The Heart of Virtue', claims that this virtue is best portrayed in history 

by Winston Churchill. It was Churchill's determination during World War two which inspired the 

allies to overcome the Germans despite the huge opposition. He personified the “British Bulldog”. 
 

Where would marriage be without the virtue of determination? Perhaps the lack of this virtue is why 

there are so few lasting marriages in our secular culture. Determination is essential to persevere, 

despite the many problems and setbacks in day to day life. In marriage your vocation is to truly love 

your spouse. How often does this involve suffering? One of the greatest sufferings of marriage is 

loving your spouse and not being loved in return. How very like the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who said 

to Saint Margaret Mary, “This heart which has loved man so much and is loved so little in return”. 

Our Lord is very close to you in this suffering, which can be quite often the most difficult to bear. It’s 

difficult to persevere in marriage without the graces of the sacrament, and the virtue of determination, 

when the going gets tough. 
 

Parenting is impossible without a little determination, especially if you have teenagers. Quite often 

having teenagers is like living in a battle zone. Some parents tell me that they don't want it to be like 

that or have conflict with their children. Sorry, this is part and parcel of growing up. Teenagers need 

to test you out, frequently at times, to see that you really mean what you say. If you do not stick to 

your guns on important issues like faith and morals you risk losing your child's soul. 

 

James Stenson's book, 'The Religious Upbringing of your Children' says that with parenting... “you 

either pay now or you pay later.” Knowing what sort of men and women you would like your children 

to become, you must be aware that putting in the hard yards now can avoid the suffering later, when 

they are washed away with the rest of the secular culture. 
 

Determination is vital in any project undertaken in life. The most important project of your marriage 

vocation, on which depends yours and your children's eternal destiny, cannot survive without it. 
 

 

 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST – JUSTICE 

“A just person strives constantly to give others what is their due, so that they can fulfill their 

duties and exercise their rights as persons (the right to life, to cultural and moral goods, to 

material goods), as parents, as children, as citizens, as workers, as rulers, etc.- and he also 

like to see that others do likewise.” 

(Character Building- David Isaacs) 

  



Year 9-12 Snow Trip – Falls Creek 
 


