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“I am not capable of doing big things, but I
want to do everything, even the smallest
things, for the greater glory of God.”
St Dominic Savio

Week 6, Term 1
Dear Members of our Community of Faith,
What an exciting week for Saint Mary MacKillop College! We
waited ever so patiently for the lines on our multi-sports court to
be painted and finally on Wednesday afternoon it was complete
and we had absolute pandemonium when the final bell of the
day was rung. This is a wonderful addition to our school and has
certainly made playground duty a breeze, knowing that all 130
students are contained within approximately a 30m x 20m area.
This facility will really open up opportunities within our PDHPE
programs. A big thank you to all those who have contributed
financially to this project, especially through the Annual Gala
Dinner and other generous contributions to our building fund
throughout the year. Also thank you to the P&F who have
contributed $20,000. The photos on page three tell the story –
lots of smiles and lots of competitive ‘steely’ faces!
Today is Saint Dominic Savio’s
Feast Day, who is the patron of
one of our classrooms. He once
said that “Nothing seems
tiresome or painful when you are
working for a Master who pays
well; who rewards even a cup of
cold water given for love of Him.”
During this time of Lent, it is a
great time to refocus on the real
Master and on what we are
doing out of love of Him. Thank
you to Mrs Stewart who brought in a first class relic of Saint
Dominic Savio, which we have shared with our students today.
Girls’ Camp 2017
Get your diaries out and save the date for the girls’ camp to
be held at Howman’s Gap from 10th – 12th November. At
present the girls’ and boys’ camps are being held about every
18 months. This means the girls’ camp will be held this
November and then not until early 2019. The next boys’ camp
will be held early in 2018 and then later in 2019. These camps
are a great opportunity for faith, fun and friendship, so I hope
you are able to get along.
Saint Patrick’s Day
Next Friday 17th March we celebrate St Patrick’s Day, a
wonderful feast day to celebrate our Catholic Faith and the
example of St Patrick. Students can wear a green ‘accessory’
on the day. Each family is asked to bring in a plate of food to
share at recess time. Green Salad Rolls will be available at
lunchtime for $1 and Frogs in a Pond for 50c. We will have a
St Patrick’s Day Concert beginning at 12:00pm. Should be a
terrific celebration.

Friday 10th March 2017
RAS Primary and BISSA Swimming
Well done to our students who headed to Wagga to represent
SMMC in the swimming carnivals this week. A special thank
you to Max Clarke who ended up as our sole representative
at the BISSA Carnival yesterday. Well done!

I walked through the Library the other day and saw all the
wonderful Yr.1/2 students looking like a character from a book
I have read many times! Mrs Barber kindly took a photo and
wrote about what they were up to.
In Library, the Year 1/2 Class has been exploring books
written by Dr. Seuss, including ‘Oh say can you say?’ and ‘The
Cat in the Hat’. Last week was Dr. Seuss’ birthday and if he
was alive today he would have turned 113! Dr. Seuss
imparted many words of wisdom including: “The more that
you read, the more things you will know. The more that you
learn, the more places you’ll go”. This week we had fun
making ‘The Cat in the Hat’ glasses and hats, which you can
see us wearing in the picture. The students have also enjoyed
picking items out of the ‘mystery box’ which provide clues
about the book we will be reading during the library lesson.
Attached to this newsletter is a note from the Department of
Education and Training regarding Student Residential
Address Collection. Please be assured that no names or
other identifying information will be revealed.
There will be no newsletter next week as I am away on a
three-day course in Sydney. So don’t forget to celebrate St
Patrick’s Day well next Friday.
I hope you all have a terrific weekend.
God Bless,
Luke Burton (Principal)

Dates for your diary…





EVERY TUESDAY 8:15 – 9:00am – Fun Maths Skills Classes with Mrs Horsfall in St Albert Room
Tuesday lunchtimes – Chess Club with Mr Couture and Mr Galvin
Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students
3pm each Friday in Lent – Stations of the Cross in the Church



















Term 1 – Tuesday 31st January – Friday 7th April
Wednesday 15th March – Yr.11 Biology Excursion to Wonga Wetlands
Friday 17th March – St Patrick’s Day- bring a plate to share and $1.50 for lunch
Wednesday 22nd March – Yr.7 Vaccinations
Monday 3rd April – School Photos (Summer Uniform)
Friday 7th April– School Assembly after Mass







Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September
Saturday 12th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December
Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete
Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap

Tuesday 25th April – ANZAC Day Service, Jindera Memorial Park
Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 23rd June
Wednesday 3rd May – SMMC Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course 11:30am – 2:00pm
Saturday 6th May – Mother’s Day Cake Stall in Jindera – baking prowess needed!
May 9,10th &11th – NAPLAN Assessments for Years 3,5,7,9.
Thursday May 11th – P&F Meeting 7.30pm
Friday May 12th – RAS Primary Cross Country
Monday 15th May – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park, Albury
Saturday 20th May – SMMC P&F BBQ at Bunnings – help will be needed!
Monday 12th June – Labour Day Holiday

Curriculum Corner – Mr Mathieu Couture

The 3/4 class displayed great
enthusiasm, creativity, and
skill in creating chess pieces
with modelling clay. They
were to choose a theme for
their chess set - these ranged
from the kitchen to the cricket
field. They worked well with
the quick-drying clay and
vibrant paint colours. The 3/4
class should be proud of
having their own class-made
chess sets!

RAS Primary Swimming in Wagga

Sports
Court
Action

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE
Lent is a great time to work on our children's character, promoting virtue and banishing vice.
Firstly, what is character and why bother promoting virtue? James Stenson, the author of “Lifeline, The Religious
Upbringing of your Children”, defines character as the “sum total of good habits formed in the minds and wills”. If
virtues are these good habits, then these are what we should be striving for. Vices are bad habits or inclinations of the
will and these you seek to overcome. How are we to develop these good habits in our children? By the day to day loving
interaction where the good of the individual and the family as a whole are considered.
The family is the school of virtue. Within the family a person is loved just for being who they are. A good family desires
the true best for each of her members aligned with God's design. The family then is the best place for true character
formation, where love is the motivating force. In the Vatican II document, “The Church in the Modern World” this
primacy of the family is emphasised, “the family is, therefore, the first school for social human virtues, which societies
need”. The better job the family does in lovingly forming the character of their children, the better our society will be.
This Lent aim to work on character. Firstly, remember that your good example in living out a life of virtue is what your
children will mirror. Encourage your children to practise particular virtues. Give them opportunities to develop fortitude,
for example, by performing difficult tasks such as long walks or cleaning jobs around the home. Encourage temperance
during Lent by giving up food they love and keeping it up even when Lent is over. (Now that is a difficult one!) Practise
Faith during Lent by attending extra Lenten devotions and making an effort to be more reverent. Choose one of the
virtues each day of Lent and by the end of each week all seven (faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, fortitude and
temperance) will have been cultivated in some way.
Children need to be reminded, each time they fall into vice, of the opposing virtue to strive for. Below is a table from
“Raise Happy Children, Teach them Virtue” by Mary-Ann Budnik.

ERASING VICE WITH VIRTUES
IF YOU STRUGGLE WITH THIS...

PRACTICE THIS...

Treating adults the same as other children...

Justice

Choosing only the easiest tasks...

Fortitude

Eating too many sweets...

Temperance

Making bad decisions...

Prudence

Fidgeting with things while someone is speaking

Self-Mastery, Justice, Charity

Arguing with parents or teachers...

Respect, Humility, Self-Mastery

Leaving clothes and toys around

Orderliness, Respect

Choosing the coolest clothes even if skimpy

Modesty, Good judgement

Giving up on a task when it is difficult

Perseverance, Fortitude

Forgetting to honour God each day

Humility, loyalty, charity

Asking the same question over and over

Patience, self-mastery

Telling only what makes one look good

Sincerity, humility

Dwelling on the negative side

Optimism, justice

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH: TEMPERANCE
We ought to “live sober, upright and Godly lives in this world” (Titus 2:12)

