
 
Week 6, Term 1                                      Thursday 3rd March, 2016 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Welcome to Week 6! We have approached the half way point 
of the term this week, so it is certainly flying along. 
 
Well done to Isaac Ryan who 
was presented with a certificate 
at our School Assembly to 
recognise his outstanding 
achievements in the HSC. 
Isaac was dux of SMMC last 
year and it was very fitting to 
have Mr Tingle present him with 
his certificate!  We wish Isaac 
all the very best for his future 
endeavours. 
 
Mother/Daughter Camp 
It is a very exciting time for our Mothers and Daughters as 
they head off to Harrietville tomorrow. We trust they will have 
a really positive, enjoyable time away. If any girls are not 
going on camp, they can come to school as normal. Stations 
of the Cross will still be on at 3:00pm Friday. 
 
Confirmation Classes 
Classes begin 3.30pm Tuesday March 8th at the Meeting 
Room at Holy Spirit, Lavington. If there are sufficient numbers 
from Jindera the classes will be held at SMMC hall after 
school. Confirmation will be on Sunday 22nd May with Bishop 
Hanna at Holy Spirit, Lavington. Please contact Fr Murphy on 
02 60251784. Just to clarify, Sacrament Programs are not run 
by the school. They are run at a Parish Level and are the 
responsibility of the parents. We will assist the process 
through advertising in our newsletter. We will keep any 
Confirmation Candidates in our prayers. 
 
Mrs Therese Mott-Pekolj will undergo some routine surgery 
next week and will be away for rest of the term as of next 
Monday 7th March. Mrs Margaret Richardson will be stepping 
in to teach Mrs Mott’s classes for the remainder of the term. 
I’m sure we will make Mrs Richardson feel very welcome at 
SMMC and we look forward to having Mrs Mott back on 
board to begin Term 2. 
 
BIPSA/BISSA Swimming 
Well done to Hope Woods, Grace Woods and Sam Irwin who 
represented our school at the BIPSA Swimming Carnival in 
Wagga yesterday and to Matthew Woods, Tom Irwin, Daniel 
Buchanan and Joshua Wright who are swimming today in the 

BISSA Carnival, also in Wagga. Whatever their results, it is a 
great opportunity to be part of this level of competition. Thank 
you for representing our school. 

We inducted our Year 11 Prefects last Friday at our School 
Assembly. They are already on the job and doing lots of 
things around our school to assist, most importantly acting as 
positive role models for the other students.  
 
There has been lots of great stuff happening in the Science 
Room lately. The Yr 11 Biology Students had their excursion 
to Wonga Wetlands last 
week, while the Yr 9/10 
students have been making 
red cabbage leaves 
indicator to measure pH 
levels. Lillian Murphy on the 
right is learning all about 
how a microscope works. In 
this picture, she is zoning in 
on some blood cells. 
 
Hats – being Sun Smart! 
Please assist your children in remembering to bring their hats 
to school. If students don’t have hats they will be asked to be 
in designated shaded areas. Thank you for your assistance! 
 
Working with Children’s Check 
If parents are wanting to come and assist in classrooms 
listening to children read etc., it is advisable to get a Working 
with Children’s Check for volunteers. This is free of charge. 
Helping in classrooms would obviously be at the invitation of 
your child’s classroom teacher and you would be under their 
direction. Here is a link to a site which explains the process. 
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/working-with-
children/working-with-children-check 
 
God Bless 
 
Luke Burton 
Principal 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

 “If we pray rightly, and as becomes 
our wants, we say nothing but what 
is already contained in the Lord's 
Prayer.” - St Augustine 

http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/working-with-children/working-with-children-check
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Golf Report 
It was great to have a few dads and teachers battle it out on the Jindera Golf Course last Saturday morning. Playing in two teams 
of 3-4 players, it all came down to the last hole. Both teams managed to hold their nerve and in the end a draw was declared with 
each team on 41. I won’t mention any names, but a local farrier at one stage hit the ball so hard that the head of his club flew off 
and was last seen bobbing up and down in the nearby dam. We are yet to determine if this was the same club that sent an errant 
ball sailing onto one of the cars in the carpark. The investigation is ongoing. It was a terrific morning with lots of friendly banter. 
Hopefully we can get together again sometime soon for a rematch, but we’ll give the farrier some time to source a new driver! 
  
Assembly 
We recognised student achievements with Primary School Class Awards at our assembly last Friday. So much good learning and 
teaching is happening across our school and it is great to celebrate it. Thanks to Josh and Chloe who entertained us with a great 
little skit towards the end. It sounds like Josh needs some help in how to invest his money more wisely! Poor Chloe! 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary… 
• Wednesdays  9th March – last session- High School Swimming 1:45pm – 2:45pm 
• Friday 4th – Sunday 6th March - Mother/Daughter Camp at Feathertop Chalet, Harrietville 
• Thursday 17th March - St Patrick’s Feast Day  
• Saturday 19th March - St Joseph’s Feast Day   
• Friday 1st April – School Assembly after morning Mass 
• Saturday 2nd April - Rev Reece Beltrame Ordination, St Michael’s Cathedral Wagga Wagga. An invite is 

extended to all the SMMC Community (see Week 2 Newsletter) 
• Wednesday 6th April - Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 9:00am – 3:30pm 
• Thursday 7th April – Year 7/8 TAS Class ‘Market Day’ for their unit ‘Taking Care of Business’. Bring along 

some money to spend. All welcome. Details will be in subsequent newsletters. 
• Friday 8th April - Term One finishes  
• Sunday 22nd May – Lavington Parish Confirmation with Bishop Hanna 
• Saturday 22nd October – SMMC Fete 
• Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp 



 
  

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 
 
 
Lent is a time to work on your children's character, promoting virtue and banishing vice. Firstly, what is 
character and why bother promoting virtue? James Stenson, the author of “Lifeline, The Religious 
Upbringing of your Children”, defines character as the “sum total of good habits formed in the minds and 
wills”. If virtues are these good habits, then these are what we have to be striving for. Vices are bad habits or 
inclinations of the will; these you seek to overcome. How are we to develop these good habits in our 
children? By the day to day loving interaction where the good of the individual and the family as a whole are 
considered. 
 
The family is the school of virtue. Within the family a person is loved just for being who they are. A good 
family desires the best for each of its members aligned with God's design. The family then is the best place 
for true character formation, where love is the motivating force. In the Vatican II document, “The Church in 
the Modern World” the primacy of the family is emphasised: “the family is, therefore, the first school for 
social human virtues, which societies need”. The better the job the family does in lovingly forming the 
character of their children, the better our society will be. 
 
This Lent aim to work on character. Firstly, remember that your good example in living out a life of virtue is 
what your children will mirror. Encourage your children to practise particular virtues. Give them 
opportunities to develop fortitude, for example, by performing difficult tasks such as long walks or cleaning 
jobs around the home. Encourage temperance during Lent by giving up food they love and keeping it up 
even when Lent is over (now that is a difficult one!). Practise Faith during Lent by attending extra Lenten 
devotions and making an effort to be more reverent. Choose one of the virtues each day of Lent and by the 
end of each week all seven (faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance) will have been 
cultivated in some way. 
 
Children need to be reminded each time they fall into the vice of the opposing virtue they are striving for. 
Mary Ann Budnik in her book, “Raise Happy Children, Teach them Virtue” suggests focusing on particular 
vices children are prone to. If a child is prone to laziness by only choosing the easiest task, extra work on 
fortitude is required. If a child enjoys finding fault with others, strive for justice and charity more in the 
family. A child who continually makes bad decisions needs to learn more about prudence. Parents need to 
pray for guidance in knowing how to lovingly lead their children along the path of virtue. 
 
This Lent may be the time for parents to draw up a booklet with a section for each child. On each page note 
the natural virtues a child possesses and the ones they have to strive for. Draw up a ‘Battle Plan’ on how to 
promote the virtues most needed and how to counteract the opposing vices. 
                             
Pray that Our Lord will inspire you on what you can do to be an agent of change in bringing about the 
character formation that God has in mind for your child. Each child's path to sanctity is unique, and only 
God has the big picture in mind. 
 
“God has entrusted the souls of your children to you because he has great confidence that you can raise them 
to be saints. As Hildebrand's sister told him when he was on the verge of becoming a Catholic, “Grace is 
knocking at your door. If you don't answer it, you will lose it.” Use now the grace given to you through the 
Sacrament of Marriage as well as other sacraments to raise them to be saints.”- Mary Ann Budnik 

 
VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH: HOPE 
God is our loving Father, we have nothing to fear. 

 


