
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Wonderful news this week with the safe arrival of Ronan 
Donald Blood. A huge congratulations to Daniel, Vanessa and 
family - what a great blessing. We hope all is going well and 
we look forward to hopefully meeting him soon. 
 
A very warm welcome to Jose and Alison Patino and family 
who joined the SMMC community this week. Sam is in Year 7, 
Michael in Year 5, John-Paul in Year 3 and Carlos in Kinder 
with Ernesto joining us in Kinder next year. They have settled 
in really well across this week and I am sure we will make them 
very welcome at SMMC. 
 

 
Congratulations to our nine HSC Students who have now 
completed their exams. We are very proud of the way they 
conducted themselves throughout their HSC year. They can 
now have some time to enjoy that amazing feeling of freedom 
you get when exams are no longer looming. We enjoyed a 
wonderful night last Saturday celebrating with them at their 
Graduation Dinner at The Commercial Club. Thank you to all 
involved in organising such a wonderful evening. We wish 
these young adults all the very best for their futures. 
 
Congratulations to Claudia 
McLeod who was awarded a 
Silver Medal at the ISKA 
(International Sports Karate 
Association) World Cup in 
Sydney. There was 1000 
competitors over 3 days. A great 
effort! 
 

 
Mission Money 
Thank you to the SRC for running the cupcake stall on All 
Saints Day. We raised $171 which has been donated to 
Catholic Mission. 
 
Exams 
This week our Year 7-10 students are sitting their annual 
exams. These will finish up tomorrow and it will be business as 
usual next week. Teachers will be busy writing reports for K-10 
over the next few weeks and these will be posted out at the 
end of the term. 
 
Mobile Phones 
Please note that students should not be bringing mobile 
phones or other devices to school. If any parents require their 
child to carry a mobile phone please contact me directly. Any 
misuse will result in collection of the device and they will need 
to be collected by the student’s parents. 
 
Mother/Daughter Camp 
This Friday the Mothers and Daughters will head off for their 
camp at Howman’s Gap. It is a beautiful part of the world up 
there and I am sure the weekend will be a great experience for 
you all as you test your physical capabilities and be nourished 
spiritually also. The boys will still come to school on Friday and 
take part in various activities across the day including making 
some new timber bench seats and a chess competition! 
 
P&F AGM Postponed 
The P&F AGM has been postponed and will now be held on 
Thursday 23rd November starting at 7:30pm. Parents please 
get along if you can. The more the merrier! 
 
Thank you to Mrs Ryan and Mrs Bell for their organisation of 
the Marriage Novenas during the past couple of months not to 
mention the tireless work of so many families in being a voice 
for the defence of marriage during this time. Please continue 
to pray for our politicians who will ultimately decide on the 
outcome. 
 
A page of Fete photos is attached to reminisce on a terrific 
community day. Thank you once again to all of you for making 
this year’s fete such a success! 
 
Enjoy the rest of your week. 
 
God Bless,  
 
Luke Burton (Principal)  
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“The tree that is beside the running water is 
fresher and gives more fruit.” 

 Saint Teresa of Avila 
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2017 Dates for your diary… 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 

 Wednesday lunchtimes – Martial Arts training in the Hall with Mr Williams 

 Monday Lunchtime –Secondary Reading Club with Miss Costello 

 Tuesday after school – Legion of Mary 
Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Friday 10th – Sunday 12th November – Mothers and Daughters Camp at Howman’s Gap 

 Monday 13th November – Friday 17th November – Work Experience for Yr.9/10 students Age16+ 

 Tuesday 14th November – K-2 Excursion to Sumsion Gardens 10am – 1pm 

 Tuesday 14th November 6pm – 2018 Kinder Information Session for parents 

 Friday 17th November – Whole School Assembly after Mass 

 Fridays 17th, 24th Nov and 1st December – 2018 Kinder Orientation 9:15am – 12:00pm 

 Monday 20th November – Friday 24th November – Primary Swimming Program 

 Wednesdays 22nd November and 6th December – Secondary Swimming 1:45 – 2:45pm 

 Thursday 23rd November – P&F AGM 7:30pm 

 Friday 24th and Saturday 25th November – SMMC Production of Fiddler on the Roof @ St John’s Jindera 

 Tuesday 5th December – School Presentation Night, outdoors at SMMC! 

 Saturday 9th December – Bunnings BBQ P&F Fundraiser. Helpers will be needed! 
2018 Term Dates for students 

 Term 1 – Tuesday 30th January – Friday 13th April 

 Term 2 – Tuesday 1st May – Friday 29th June 

 Term 3 – Tuesday 24th July – Friday 28th September 

 Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December 

Curriculum Corner – Miss Tania Maclean 

The Kinder students thoroughly enjoyed experiencing All Saints Day at Saint Mary Mackillop College 
last week. We made Saint Puppets and learned about some of the different Saints.  In Geography the 

students have been discussing places, and learning how to use and draw maps. Maths lessons 
have been focussed around addition and during English we have been assessing our learning 

progress in reading, writing and spelling. I am pleased to say the results have been tremendous! Well 
done Kinder! 

 



  

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 

 
       Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati- A Model for Modern Youth 

 

Blessed Pier, the rich young man, chose to be wealthy in heavenly riches. Pier, like the rich young man 

encountered by Christ in the Gospels, was challenged to leave his money and position behind him and 

follow Christ. Unlike the rich young man in the Gospels he did not turn away. At the beatification of Blessed 

Pier by John Paul II on May 20 1990, the Pope said of him: “By his example he proclaims that a life lived in 

Christ's Spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes, is “blessed”, and that the person who becomes a “man or woman 

of the Beatitudes” can succeed in communicating love and peace to others. He repeats that it is really worth 

giving up everything to serve the Lord. He testifies that holiness is possible for everyone, and that the 

revolution of charity can enkindle the hope of a better future in the hearts of people.”   

 

Blessed Pier's mortal remains, which when exhumed in March 1981 were found to be incorrupt, are now 

entombed in the cathedral of Turin, a pilgrimage place for young pilgrims. This man who died age 24 in 

1925 had already reached perfection, but he was a most unlikely suspect to become a saint. Pier was born 

into a wealthy Italian family in 1901. His father was a wealthy agnostic who had a comfortable life working 

at times as a foreign diplomat. His mother was a lukewarm Catholic who as he said of her, “never went to 

Communion or was seen to kneel and say a prayer.” Not the classic Catholic home that many of the saints 

came from. As a youth he also had to deal with the new social climate within his country of atheistic 

fascism. God, in his infinite wisdom raises up saints as beacons to dispel the darkness. Sainthood is for 

everyone and we in our hearts know that this is what we were made for. 

 

What made him a saint? It was truly God's grace and his co-operation with that grace in his life. As a child 

he was tender hearted, giving away his shoes and socks to a beggar and child at the door before his mother 

could stop him. When he graduated in mining engineering, his father wanted to give him a car but Pier just 

wanted the money, which unknown to his father he gave away to the poor. He saw his service of the poor as 

a return of the favour he received in Jesus coming to him, a poor sinner, in Holy Communion each day (at a 

time when this was uncommon). He was actively involved and passionate about social justice, joining a 

Saint Vincent de Paul society in 1918 which was his avenue to serve the poor. He was obedient to his 

parents, not marrying a girl who he loved as it displeased them. His life, like all the saints, was marked with 

the pursuit of virtue. He became a third order Dominican in1922, taking the name of a Dominican martyr. As 

he said of him, “May I imitate him in the struggle and in virtue.” 

 

His life was full of joy. His family could not understand his joy. He had an unsuppressed joy that comes only 

from a grace filled soul. Even though he died of poliomyelitis which paralysed him totally, he hid his 

suffering until the very end, even to the extent of going to fetch the doctor for his dying Grandmother within 

days of his death. When he died, a steady procession of the poor and destitute came to pay their last respects. 

The procession of the people to honour a saint. 

 

Blessed Pier wrote to his sister in February 1925: “You ask me if I am happy. How can I not be? As long as 

faith gives me strength I am happy. Any Catholic can't help but be happy. Sadness should be banned from 

Catholic souls. Pain is not sadness, which is a disease worse than any other. This disease is nearly always 

caused by atheism, but the end we are created for shows us the way, which may be full of thorns but is not 

sad. It is happy even through pain.” 

 

Blessed Pier truly is a “man of the Beatitudes, finding in life’s difficulties only blessings. A young man 

exemplifying all the virtues, full of life and a witness of hope in a time of darkness.   

 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH-TEMPERANCE 

 

“If you don't deny yourself, you never will be a soul of prayer” J. Escriva  


