
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Welcome to Week 4 of term. Well done to Patrick Simpson 
who is our Hot Chips winner this week. It is pleasing to see 
the positive interactions that occur on our playground 
across all ages. Keep up the great work everyone!  
 
All Saints Day 
It was a wonderful celebration of the Lives of the Saints on 
Tuesday. Well done to all the primary students who put in the 
effort to dress up and share something about their saint. It 
was a very impressive parade and it so important to 
remember the example these Saints give us in living a life 
centred on the person of Jesus Christ. Thank you to the SRC 
for providing cupcakes for morning tea. They raised $105 
which they will put towards a charity they decide on at their 
next meeting. Thank you to Mrs Galvin and Miss Nuttall for 
their amazing efforts to prepare and dish out over 100 salad 
rolls – a great healthy lunch to help celebrate this feast day. 
 

 
 
All Souls Day 
Thank you to Fr Heffernan for offering Mass for us on All 
Souls Day yesterday. We remember especially on this day all 
the faithful departed and no doubt we all held special 
memories of our own loved ones who have died. After Mass 
we processed to the cemetery for prayers and blessing of the 
graves. 
 

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord 
and may perpetual light shine about 
them, may they rest in peace. Amen 

 

Baking for Youth Expo 
Cakes, slices and biscuits are needed for the upcoming 
Youth Expo on Saturday 19th November. Anyone able to 
assist with baking morning tea for this occasion please 
contact Peta on 0427254809. 

 

Father/Son Camp 
Only a little over a week to go until we set off for the 
Father/Son Camp at Harrietville! All those who have put in 
their permission note should have received a note with what 
to bring and outlining any money still owing. If you could 
please forward any remaining money to the office as soon as 
possible it would be much appreciated. A timetable for the 
weekend will be sent out early next week. Looking forward to 
a great weekend. 
 

Uniforms 
A friendly reminder that during Term 4 hats are a compulsory 
part of the uniform and must be worn please! The lost 
property bin is also full to the brim, so please check you have 
all your uniform items. At SMMC we do expect that all 
students are wearing the correct uniform and wearing it with 
pride. We understand that sometimes circumstances make 
this impossible. If a student is out of uniform, please send 
along a note or email to explain why. Thank you for your 
assistance with this. 
 

Absences 
If any of your children need to be away from school for the 
day for any reason, we must have something in writing from 
you please. You can email Fiona or send in a note when your 
child returns to school. Students must also sign in at the 
office if arriving after 9.15am or sign out if being picked up 
before 3.20pm.Letting us know via these channels will mean 
you avoid having to fill in a ‘please explain’ sheet which is 
sent home with the newsletter. Thank you. 
 

Swimming 
High School Swimming Program kicks off next week on 
Wednesday 9th November from 1:45 – 2:45pm and will 
continue for the following four Wednesdays this year and six 
Wednesdays in term 1 of next year. Primary Swim Program 
will take place each day from 14th – 18th November. Lessons 
will be half an hour. Both these programs will take place at 
the Jindera Pool. Please return permission notes and money 
as soon as you can to assist the organisation. Thank you. 
 

Our students are busily preparing for exams which begin this 
coming Monday. Thank you to the staff for all their dedication 
on the teaching front and to our hard-working students. All the 
best to our students – I’m sure they’ll give each exam their 
best effort. 
 

God Bless,  
 

Luke Burton  
Principal  

Week 4, Term 4                                                       Thursday  3rd November 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Intense love does not measure, 

 it just gives.” 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
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Dates for your diary… 

 TOMORROW Friday 4th November – School Assembly after Mass 

 TOMORROW Friday 4th November – Yr.6 transition day for 2017 Yr.7 - 11:20 – 3:20 

 Monday 7th – Thursday 10th November – Yr.7-10 Exam Week 

 High School Swimming - Wednesdays 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th November. 

 Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp, Harrietville 

 Monday 14th – Friday 18th November – Primary School Swimming Program at Jindera Pool 

 Tuesday 15th November 5:30pm - Information Session for 2017 Kinder Parents 

 Wednesday 16th November 8:45am – SRC Breakfast Club – more information to follow 

 Thursday 17th November - P&F AGM 7:30pm 

 TRANSITION DAYS for 2017 Kinders– Fridays 18th November, 25th November and 2nd December. 9:15 – 12:00 

 Friday 2nd December – Cardinal Newman Book Fair in the SMMC Library 

 Tuesday 6th December 7pm – School Presentation Night at SMMC 

 Thursday 8th December – Term Four finishes for students. 12pm Mass to celebrate the Immaculate 
Conception and our school year. 

2017 Dates 

 Friday 29th January – Staff Development Day 

 Monday 30th January – Staff Professional Development day with Dr Gerard O’Shea 

 Tuesday 31st January – Students begin 

 Term 1 – Tuesday 31st January – Friday 7th April 

 Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 30th June 

 Term 3 – Tuesday 25th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

~ CURRICULUM CORNER ~ Miss Tania Maclean 

The Kinder students have been enjoying their Religion Lessons with Fr Heffernan. Recently they have 
been learning about the Holy Souls. Today Fr Heffernan took them to the Church and up into the new choir 

loft, where they learnt a little bit about the pipe organ.  



  

 
LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 

November- A Month for Saints and Sinners. 

 

November is the month designated to the holy souls. This brings to mind the nature of the Church 

which consists of the Church militant- those of us on earth fighting the daily battles of good versus 

evil. The Church suffering- those souls suffering in purgatory. Also, it is a time to reflect on and 

rejoice in the Church triumphant - the saints in Heaven. 

 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassatti is a classic example of the triumph of the Church. A most unlikely 

individual to become a saint. He was an Italian man born in 1901. His father was a wealthy agnostic 

who had a comfortable life, working at times as a foreign diplomat. His mother was a lukewarm 

Catholic who, as he said of her, “never went to Communion or was seen to kneel and say a prayer.” 

Not the classic catholic home that many of the saints came from. He also had to deal with the new 

social climate within his country as a youth of atheistic fascism. God, in his infinite wisdom raises 

up saints as beacons to dispel the darkness. Sainthood is for everyone and we in our hearts know 

that is what we were made for. 

 

What made him a saint? It was truly God's grace and his co-operation with that grace in his life. As 

a child, he was tender hearted, giving away his shoes and socks to a beggar and child at the door 

before his mother could stop him. When he graduated in mining engineering his father wanted to 

give him a car, but Pier just wanted the money, which, unknown to his father, he gave away to the 

poor. He saw his service of the poor as a return of the favour he received in Jesus coming to him, a 

poor sinner, in Holy Communion each day. He was actively involved and passionate about social 

justice, joining a Saint Vincent de Paul society in 1918 which was his avenue to serve the poor. He 

was obedient to his parents, not marrying a girl whom he loved, as it displeased them. His life, like 

all the saints, was marked with the pursuit of virtue. He became a third order Dominican in 1922, 

taking the name of a Dominican martyr. He said of him, “May I imitate him in the struggle and in 

virtue.” 

 

His life was full of joy. His family could not understand his joy. He had an unsuppressed joy that 

comes only from a grace filled soul. Even though he died of poliomyelitis, which paralysed him 

totally, he hid his suffering until the very end. He cared so much for others that in his final days he 

fetched the doctor for his dying Grandmother. He died only days later in 1925, aged 25. When he 

died, a steady procession of the poor and destitute came to pay their last respects. The procession of 

the people to honour a saint. Following his death his family converted to fully living their faith and 

worked towards the cause for his canonisation. 

 

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati was beatified by John Paul II in 1992. JPII said that,” By his example 

he proclaims that a life lived in Christ’s Spirit, the spirit of the Beatitudes, is blessed....” 

(facts and quotes taken from “Faces of Holiness” by Ann Ball) 

 

 

 

Virtue for the month of November - Reverence 

 

“The soul of the Christian religion is reverence” Goethe 

                                                                                   


