
 

Week 3, Term 2                                                       Thursday 12th May, 2016 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
We thank God for the wonderful rain which has been falling 
across this week. It certainly is a very welcome break from 
the dry conditions and no doubt you will have seen a few 
farmers with a spring in their step and a smile on their face! 
 
NAPLAN 
The students in Years 3,5,7 and 9 have been sitting tests 
across this week in Language Conventions (Spelling, 
Grammar, Punctuation), Writing, Reading and Numeracy. The 
last of these tests is today much to the relief of the students. I 
thank the students for their calmness in just getting in and 
giving their best efforts during this test week. NAPLAN 
Testing is one form of data we can use as a school to assess 
our programs and their impact on students. 
 
Lost Property 
Could parents please check the uniform items they have at 
home for any that may belong to other students. We have 
many ‘missing jumpers’ that seem to have lost their way 
home and with this weather settling in they’ll be needed. Just 
a reminder to make sure jumpers, sports jackets and 
secondary school blazers are clearly marked with a family 
surname to make it easier for us to get them back to you if 
they are lost. 
 
Let’s Dance 
Starting THIS Sunday there will be Rock n Roll and Swing 
Dance Classes at St Patrick’s Hall from 3-5pm. The classes 
will run for 6 weeks for $48 per person prepaid. You can then 
put your new skills into practice at the Enchantment Under 
The Sea Dance on Saturday 25th June at Holy Spirit Hall, 
Lavington.  Bookings at www.trybooking.com/200667 
 
Parents and Friends Meeting 
As you will have seen in the Dates for your diary section, we 
will be holding our Term 2 Parents and Friends Meeting 
tonight in the Library at 7:30pm. I hope you can make it along! 
 
Mother’s Day Raffle and Cake Stall 
Thank you to everyone for your baking efforts! We raised 
$375.25 through the Cake Stall and $384 from the Raffle. 1st 
prize winner was Esther Scholz and 2nd prize went to Claire 
Irwin. These are very helpful funds for the P&F to put towards 
school improvements. Your generosity is much appreciated. 

 
Year 7/8 have been working on a History unit about Japan, so 
Mrs Morgan very kindly brought along some traditional 
Japanese art, craft and clothing items for students to see and 
try on. 
 
ICAS 
ICAS Assessments will be conducted over the remainder of 
this term. The dates are listed in the Dates for your diary 
section. The first of these assessments is Digital 
Technologies next Tuesday 17th May. We wish the students 
all the best. 
 
Legion of Mary 
Rosary Crusade Saturday 14th May 
9:15 - Mass and Rosary Holy Spirit Lavington 
10:15 - Rosary St Mary's Cemetery Jindera and Morning Tea 
11:15 - Rosary Immaculate Heart of Mary Thurgoona 
11:55 - Rosary St Pats Albury 
 
Farewell 
Mrs Shelley Callanan has been working part time with us for 
the past 4 years, but has been fortunate enough to secure a 
full time position at Jindera Public School and will finish up at 
Saint Mary MacKillop College next Monday. We thank Shelley 
for all she has brought to our school and wish her all the very 
best in her new role. Next week is also Mrs Caroline Barber’s 
last week for the term as she is due to have her baby. This is 
a most exciting time for Caroline and her family and we wish 
them all the very best for a safe arrival. In Mrs Barber’s 
absence, Mrs Margaret Richardson will join our teaching 
team yet again, working Wednesday and Thursday. 
 

Have a great finish to the week! 
 
God Bless 
 

Luke Burton (Principal) 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

It is not easy to straighten in the oak the 

crook that grew in the sapling. 

GAELIC PROVERB 

http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au


Cross Country 
I would like to extend our thanks to the Bell family who have 
hosted our school Cross Country for a number of years now. 
This year we switched venues to the Jindera Golf Course, 
where we enjoyed a great day last Friday. The weather was 
perfect and there was enough variety in the courses to keep 

the kids interested. Well done to all those students who will 
represent our school at BIPSA tomorrow. I will be 
accompanying the children to the venue, but we will need 
parents to assist in transporting the students. Give it your 
best kids!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary… 

 Thursday 12th May 7:30pm – Parents and Friends Meeting 

 Friday 13th May – BIPSA Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course. 

 Tuesday 17th May – ICAS Digital Technologies 

 Sunday 22nd May – Lavington Parish Confirmation with Bishop Hanna at Jindera 9:00am 

 Tuesday 24th May – Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day. 12pm Mass followed by procession. 

 Sunday 29th May -  National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to Canberra. Contact Peter Murray 0427 56 3290. 

 Tuesday 31st May – ICAS Science 

 Thursday 9th June – Parent Information Evening 

 Tuesday 14th June – ICAS Writing 

 Wednesday 15th June – ICAS Spelling 

 Friday 17th June – Whole School Assembly after Mass 

 Monday 13th June – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Friday 24th June – Term Two finishes 
 

 Tuesday 19th July – Term Three begins for students 

 Thursday 21st July – BISSA Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Saturday 6th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner at Commercial Club 

 Monday 8th August – Saint Mary Mackillop Feast Day 

 Thursday 11th August – BIPSA Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Friday 12th August 7:30pm – Parent Evening with Dr Gerard O’Shea 

 Saturday 13th August – Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser for SMMC, 9am – 4pm. Volunteers needed please.  

 Friday 23rd September – Term Three finishes 
 

 Tuesday 11th October – Term Four begins for students 

 Saturday 22nd October – SMMC Fete 

 Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp, Harrietville 

 Friday 9th December – Term Four finishes 

Cross Country Place Getters 



 
  

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 
 

 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families -A Catholic perspective, continued… 

 
The sixth “habit” is to “synergise”. In family life this means appreciating the strengths and 

differences that each person brings to your family life. Dad may be a great organiser and Mum a 

detail person who makes sure all the little things in family life are done well. In respecting and 

valuing these differences we build a family culture that is productive, as well as loving and 

nurturing. Everybody has different gifts to share and develop. Sometimes the things that we find 

attractive in our spouse before marriage are the very things that annoy us after marriage. We need to 

“let go” of the annoyance and begin to celebrate the differences. As Stephen Covey says, “You must 

be able to say sincerely: The fact that we see things differently is a strength, not a weakness, in our 

relationship.” Saint Paul “boasts” of his weakness, knowing that we can do nothing alone, but only 

through the grace of God and the help of others. 

 

The seventh “habit” is to “sharpen the saw”. This means for the family to function effectively they 

have to be practising virtue on a day to day basis in preparation for the days when bigger problems 

will invariably come. We also need to be making sure that personal and family renewal is happening 

in family life - lots of joyful celebrations and quality family time to enrich the culture of our own 

families and those around us. It is in the day to day struggle of family life that virtue is forged. It is 

in everyday things like praying together or eating together. As one woman said: 

 

“As I struggle each night to get dinner on my kitchen table and round up my children from the four 

corners of the neighbourhood, I wonder why I just don't send them to their rooms with a chicken pot 

pie and TV. I don't because I am giving them the gift of the kitchen table.” (Seven Habits of Families, 

p.283) 

 

That daily encounter with all the members of the family around the table is a time both for growth 

and renewal. It is one of the many ways to “sharpen the saw”. 

 

“Everyone has a family. Everyone can ask “What is my family legacy?” says Stephen Covey. In 

order to lead our family we need first of all God's loving guidance and support in the day to day 

work of family life. In order to lead we need to begin by modelling what we would like our children 

to become. We have to mentor and support them as they grow. We need to have organisation on a 

daily, weekly and yearly basis, and we have to teach our children what is important. Our Children 

are a blessing and a gift to marriage and family life. Teach them the way of the Lord, enjoy them 

and help them to become who they are. 

 

 Children are a heritage from the LORD, 

offspring a reward from him. 

Like arrows in the hands of a warrior 

are children born in one’s youth. 

Blessed is the man 

whose quiver is full of them. (Psalm 127) 

 


