
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
I hope you have all had a good week. Three weeks of school 
has certainly flown by and the students and teachers are in full 
swing with excellent work happening across the school. 
 
SMMC Welcome BBQ  
What a great turnout for our BBQ last Sunday. At 12pm I 
thought I would need to churn through a mountain of snags 
and burgers on my lonesome, but the crowd kept growing and 
it created a wonderful atmosphere. Thank you for all the 
amazing salads and desserts you provided. I hope you 
enjoyed the afternoon and were able to meet a few new people 
within our growing school community. 
 
Swimming Carnival 
Well done to everyone for a great day on Wednesday. We were 
very blessed with perfect weather!  A huge thank you to 
everyone who assisted across the day in any capacity – your 
generosity is much appreciated and helped everything run very 
smoothly. It was a fiercely fought encounter with increased 
numbers in the pool this year, with many of our new students 
displaying well-honed swimming skills. In the end only 37 
points separated the two teams, with St John Bosco coming 
up trumps scoring 996 points against St Francis of Assisi with 
959 points. Well done to both teams and all the competitors 
and student volunteers. 30 records were broken on the day, 
some of which have stood since the first carnival back in 2011. 
Age champions are as follows: 

 5,6,7 years – Alura Suter and Xavier Byrnes 

 8,9 years – Celine Chandrasegaran and David Wright 

 10,11 years – Giselle Dawson and William Woods 

 12,13 years– Hope Woods and Samuel Perry 

 14,15 years – Rosalee Murphy and Max Von Marburg 

 Open – Lucy Von Marburg and Matthew Woods 
 
Invitations will be sent out shortly to students who have swum 
well enough to progress to the next level of competition in 
Wagga in March.  
 
Classroom Meetings 
Thank you to our staff who ran class meetings on Monday 
evening. I hope you enjoyed the opportunity to touch base 
with teachers and be informed about your child’s year level 
routines and expectations. Please make sure you keep in 
touch with teachers throughout the year if you have any 
queries or concerns. 
 
 

Vale 
We pray for the repose of the soul of local Jindera 
Parishioner David Guy whose funeral was held today. Our 
prayers are with his family at this time. 
 
Macbeth 
The Other Theatre Company is performing William 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth at the Albury Botanic Gardens at 
8pm on Friday 3rd, Saturday 4th, Friday 10th and Saturday 
11th March. Our very own Natasha Irwin has a part to play 
in this production. Call 02 6043 5610 or go to 
alburyentertainmentcentre.com.au to book tickets. 
 
P&F Meeting – sorry moved again! 
This meeting is proving to be a chess piece. Sorry to move 
again but I unknowingly moved to the night before the 
Parent Evening and I want to give everyone the best 
opportunity to get to this important event next Friday to 
hear Paul and Angela Quinn talk on ‘Parenting for the Long 
Haul’. So, our first P&F Meeting for the year will now be 
held - rain, hail or shine - on Thursday 2nd March at 
7:30pm. Please get along if you can as we put some great 
plans in place for 2017. 
 
Sports Court 
Our Sports Court is getting ever closer. We are getting a 
terracotta coloured border on the court and then lines will 
be marked. I ask you to please keep children well away 
from the court if you are here over the weekend for Mass 
or other events. There have been a number of delays due 
to the court needing to be cleaned after dirt and other items 
were thrown onto it and we just want to have it up and 
ready to go as soon as possible. Thank you for your 
understanding and help with this.  
 
Parent Evening 
Please see attached flyer for next Friday’s Parent Evening. 
I am not able to be at this function, but pray it will be a 
successful night with lots of great tips for our parenting 
roles!  Please make every effort to be there if you can and 
take advantage of this opportunity. As usual, the wine will 
be flowing and lots of cheese, dips and biscuits available 
for your enjoyment. Feel free to cast the net wider to 
anyone who you think may like to come along and hear our 
guest speakers.  
 
God Bless,  
 
Luke Burton (Principal)  
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Dates for your diary… 

 EVERY TUESDAY 8:15 – 9:00am – Fun Maths Skills Classes with Mrs Horsfall in St Albert Room 

 Tuesday lunchtimes – Chess Club with Mr Couture and Mr Galvin  

 Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes– Library Open for all students 
 

 Term 1 – Tuesday 31st January – Friday 7th April 

 Secondary Swimming Program – 22nd February, 1st and  8th   March. 

 Friday 24th February 7:30pm – Term 1 Parent Evening ‘Parenting for the Long Haul’ 

 Wednesday 1st March – ASH WEDNESDAY – 12pm Mass St Mary’s Jindera 

 CHANGE OF DATE - Thursday 2nd March – Parents and Friends Meeting 7:30pm in the Library 

 Friday 3rd March – Responsible Pet Education for K-2 

 Friday 3rd March – School Assembly after Mass 

 Wednesday 8th March – RAS (formerly BIPSA) representative swimming in Wagga 

 Wednesday 15th March – Yr.11 Biology Excursion to Wonga Wetlands 

 Friday 7th April– School Assembly after Mass 

 Term 2 – Wednesday 26th April – Friday 23rd June 

 Wednesday 3rd May – SMMC Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course 11:30am – 2:00pm 

 Monday 15th May – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park, Albury 

 Term 3 – Tuesday 18th July – Friday 22nd September 

 Saturday 5th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 

 Term 4 – Tuesday 10th October – Thursday 7th December 

 Saturday 21st October – SMMC Annual Fete 

Curriculum Corner – Mrs Vera Galvin 

Year 9/10 Food Technology 
Two new stoves have been added to the 

Food Technology classroom and they have 
already been put to good use. In Food 

Technology last week our ingredient focus 
was pasta. When the temperature soared 
into the forties, we decided to serve the 
pasta cold in salads. We made a Tuna 
Pasta Salad and a Pesto Pasta Salad. 

 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

Encouraging our children to be saints. 

Our Lord wants our children to be saints with him one day in Heaven. This 

saintliness doesn't happen by accident. It requires three basic elements - the desire, the struggle, 

and God's grace make it possible. God has made our children filled with the desire to be one 

with Him, we just have to lead them to him. As Saint Augustine says, “You have made us for 

yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.” God gives all of us a 

longing for him that He alone can satisfy. Your children have that longing also.  

By our children becoming saints living in the world, they give a strong witness to him and to 

his message, and also give God great glory. When Our Lady appeared to the three children of 

Fatima she asked them to live good and holy lives, to pray much and offer sacrifices to God. 

Both Jacinta and Francisco have died whilst still children and been declared “Blessed” by the 

church. Francisco wasn't quite 11 and Jacinta wasn't quite 10. Even young children can be 

great saints. Reading stories of saints like these can help your children learn the recipe and 

desire for holiness. February 20th is the feast of these saints. Remind your children to ask for 

their help today to be saints as on feast days extra graces are offered.  

Saint Dominic Savio was another child saint. He was a student of Saint John Bosco. He made 

a promise when making his first Holy Communion that he would rather die than commit a sin. 

He only lived until he was fifteen years of age but all who came in contact with him were 

touched by his deep holiness. Shortly after his death he appeared to his father to tell him he 

was in Heaven. One of Saint John Bosco's secrets for holiness in children was to encourage 

them to frequent the sacraments as much as possible. “How can a boy not become a gentleman 

if he keeps company with the greatest Gentleman the world has ever seen-Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament”. Like St John Bosco we can keep our children close to 

Jesus and bring them frequently to the sacraments. 

With Lent soon here, it is a time to remember we are God's creatures 

and that we will not live on Earth forever. “Remember man that thou 

art dust, and unto dust thou shalt return.” Now is the time to take a 

fresh look at the life we live and do penance for past sins. We can 

focus on working on some of our vices by practicing the opposite 

virtues. Strive for perfection on a day to day basis. 

Our Lord desires our children to be holy now. A pure child's soul 

gives great glory to God and a great witness to the Faith. “He chose 

us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and blameless before him” (Eph 1:4 )  
 

 

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH-TEMPERANCE 

 

“If you don't deny yourself, you never will be a soul of prayer” J. Escriva 

Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco 


