
ll 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Truth, Beauty and Goodness   

 

Dates for your 

Diary: 

Sun 6 Feb: 
Welcome Back BBQ 
 
Wed 9 Feb: 
Secondary Swimming 
Program 
 
Wed 16 Feb: 
SMMC Swimming 
Carnival 
 
Fri 18 Feb: 
School Photo Day 
 
Wed 2 Mar 
Ash Wednesday 
 
 

“Live in perfect 
charity and love, 
aiding and mutually 
encouraging one 
another in the 
thorny yet strong 
sweet path marked 
out for each of us to 
follow.” 
(St Mary MacKillop  
10th March 1907) 

 

Dear parents, 
 

The more things change, the more they 
stay the same. I don't know if that saying 
applies, but after much change leading into 
the commencement of the 2022 school 
year, SMMC staff and students have 
started the year in truly fine form. I am 
looking forward to, and have already begun 
to see, the signs of academic excellence 
and growth in faith and virtue. 
 

I would like to welcome several new staff 
members this week: first, Mr Ross 
Hayward, who commences as the new 
class teacher for Year 5 this Monday, Mrs 
Catherine Stewart, who will be managing 
students' activities, maintenance and 
development in the Garden, and Mr JP 
Sweeney, who will be teaching Music and 
leading the choir. Each of our new staff 
members brings a wealth of experience, 
skill and, above all, a love of Jesus and our 
Catholic faith. 
 

Arrangements for the first Parent Night of 
the year are still to be confirmed, but I will 
let you know about it shortly. Finally, I am 
really looking forward to seeing you at the 
Welcome BBQ on Sunday at noon. All are 
most welcome, as the name suggests. 
 

Warm regards, 
 
Ian Smith 
Principal 
 

School Bus Passes 

For information on school bus pass travel 

applications, please visit:  

https://transportnsw.info 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 

Newsletter 

 

  Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au   Phone: (02) 6045 9422    Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 

197 Urana Street Jindera, NSW, 2642 

 

Welcome Back BBQ 

The traditional Welcome Back BBQ, 

marking the beginning of another school 

year, will take place this Sunday 6 

February from 12 noon on the school 

grounds.  All SMMC families are welcome 

and are asked to please bring a salad 

and/or sweet to share.  Sausages, bread 

and cordial will be supplied. 

 

Secondary Swimming 

The Secondary Swimming program for 

Years 7 to 10 students will continue for a 

final session on Wednesday 9th February.  

Please see the note that was handed out 

earlier in the week for further details.  

 

Swimming Carnival 

The annual SMMC Swimming Carnival will 

take place on Wednesday 16 February at 

the Jindera Pool.  This is a whole school 

event and runs for the whole school day.  

Parents are asked to drop off and pick up 

their child/ren at the Jindera Pool at normal 

school hours.  For students who catch the 

bus, school buses will drop students off at 

the pool in the morning and will pick them 

up at the end of the day from the Jindera 

Public School, just up the road from the 

pool.  Parents and family are welcome to 

stay for the day to spectate.  Permissions 

will soon be sent to parents through the 

new Compass portal. 

 

School Photo Day 

This year’s School Photo Day will be on 

Friday 18th February.  Students are asked 

to be neat and tidy in their appearance on 

the day and to wear correct uniform.  Order 

forms will be sent out next week. 

Week 2, Term 1, 2022 

Friday 4 February 

https://transportnsw.info/
mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au
http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/


 

CURRICULUM CORNER 

LIBRARY TIME WITH MRS SMITH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library began this week with the 
story of The Tiny Seed. The children 

listened and learned about how 
every season plays a part in the 

growth of every plant. After the 
story we all made sunflowers to 
‘plant’ around the library to make 

it bright and summery! 



 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN  

FAMILY LIFE 

 

 

Nurturing Virtue in Children 

It is vital to start teaching young people about virtues and help form their moral conscience from a very young age.  

From eighteen months of age a child begins to understand right from wrong.  They also begin to comprehend that 

there are consequences for their actions. 

 
One of the best ways to do this is through the use of stories which highlight a 
particular virtue or show the opposite vice so children know the consequences of 
not pursuing the chosen virtue. 
 
When a child does something wrong, many a parent is reminded of a story.  “Don't 
you know the story of the boy who cried wolf?” they might ask.  The misdemeanour 
that triggered the telling of the story is usually forgotten, but a story and the moral 
lessons it contains will last a lifetime and be a treasured childhood memory. 
 
“Children can learn about heroes and heroism in their reading. They can see, 
through examples, how ordinary people meet great challenges and overcome 
them. They can meet literary characters and historical figures who embody the 
virtues: judgement, responsibility, personal courage, and self-control. A virtuous life 
is one of adventure.” James Stenson 
 
Reading stories aloud such as 'Aesop's Fables' and 'The Selfish Giant' by Oscar 
Wilde are great ways to help form your child's character and draw closer to them.  
Embrace these moments to truly be their first educator, forming them to be the fine 
men and women you one day would like them to be. 
 

Virtue for the Month of February 

Charity 

The theological virtue of charity is given to us in Baptism.  It allows us to love God with all our heart, mind and strength, and 

our neighbour as ourselves.  Like any other virtue, we must grow in charity by practicing charity.  Saint Paul reminds us that no 

matter how great or how glorious our deeds, if they lack charity, these good deeds are empty, while Saint John reminds us that 

the true test of our love for God is how we treat our neighbour. 

Developing charity requires divine grace and is best learned by a good example:  first, by learning to better know and love the 

God Who is Love, and secondly, by parents and teachers who model a life of charity.  Let us strive together to love our neighbour 

by speaking of others only in kindness, especially within the hearing of 

children.  Recognising that aggressive behaviour is, in many ways, a 

spiritual problem engrained in our culture, members of the school 

community are strongly encouraged to join together to pray this year for 

all the school’s efforts to deepen in the virtue of charity.  The graces from 

this prayer are needed to open hearts, to protect leaders, and to beg the 

healing that only Our Lord can provide.  Above all, let us show the children 

that God is first and foremost in our lives, by developing our own habits of 

daily prayer, weekly Mass, and eliminating any obstacles in our 

relationship with God. 



 

LOCAL EVENTS 


