
 

Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Welcome to Week 2! It has been another busy week of 
learning here at SMMC and it is great to see the students 
all settling into their routines and working hard.  
 
Next Tuesday we will hold our annual swimming 
carnival at the Jindera Pool. The Gold team of St John 
Bosco and Green team of St Francis of Assisi will battle it 
out for the first sporting honours of 2018. Students are 
asked to be at the pool ready to start by 9:30am. Bus 
travellers are able to get off at Jindera Public School and 
walk up to the pool. Please do not come to SMMC as staff 
members will head straight to the pool in the morning. 
 
The Kinder students will not be attending the 
swimming carnival, but will have a normal day at 
school. Please ensure they are dropped off at school 
as normal (or on the bus) where Miss MacLean and Mr 
Griffin will meet them. They will be Kings and Queens of 
the school for a day! I might even give them the key to my 
office. Yr.1/2s will come and race in their events and 
possibly return to school afterwards – we’ll play this by 
ear.  
 
Students will be able to earn points through their events, 
but points will also be given for the teams if they are 
displaying exemplary team spirit throughout the day. I 
have been most impressed at the level of support and 
encouragement our students give to one another 
regardless of ability and I look forward to seeing this great 
culture continue pool side next Tuesday.  
 
Next Monday 12th February we will be holding 
information sessions for Primary Classes and Yr.7/8. 
I am inviting all SMMC parents to a gathering in the hall 
at 3:30pm. A cup of tea or coffee will be made available 
and at 3:45pm I will give a short address to outline some 
of the aspects we will be focussing on at SMMC this year. 
This is a great opportunity to touch base as we set off on 
another year of working together. From 4-4:30pm the K-
6 Classes will run concurrent information sessions in 
separate classrooms. Obviously you will not be able to 
attend all of these, so classroom teachers will be 
available in their classrooms for a short time from 4:30pm 
if you’d like to touch base with other teachers. Obviously 

you are more than welcome to touch base with teachers 
any time throughout the year. At 5:00pm we will hold an 
information session for Yr.7/8 in the Hall. Looking 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

Lent begins next Wednesday. Fr Heffernan encouraged 
us at Wednesday morning Mass to begin thinking about 
some sacrifices we will make during the Lenten period. 
There will be a Mass at 12 noon at St Mary’s Jindera 
which you are all very welcome to attend. Every Friday in 
Lent we will pray the Stations of the Cross in the Church 
beginning at 3pm which you are also welcome to come 
to. 
 

Coming up in Week 4 the secondary students will be 
participating in retreat days with Verbum Dei 
Missionaries. The Yr.7/8/9 students will have their retreat 
on Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th Feb, with our 
Yr.10,11,12s on Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd Feb. 
Verbum Dei means Word of God and the students are 
blessed to have this opportunity to reflect on God’s Word. 
New Bibles have been purchased to help facilitate these 
retreat days and will be a wonderful resource in our 
classrooms. 
 

Our first P&F Meeting for 2018 will be held next 
Thursday 15th February. We will meet in the hall 
beginning at 7:00pm. 
 
The stump holes have been dug and footings poured in 
readiness for the existing portables to be relocated during 
the end of Term 1 break. These will be relocated to behind 
the Church and used for their existing purpose until the 
new buildings are constructed. The students have 
enjoyed seeing these works take place. Once the 
portables are moved we are hoping that construction of 
the 4 new classrooms, admin block and science lab can 
begin. It is exciting to have these developments 
happening. 
 
I hope you can come along this Sunday to our 
beginning of year BBQ. Please reply to Fiona so we can 
purchase enough meat to feed everyone. Please bring a 
salad, simple dessert and your own drinks. 
 
God Bless, Luke Burton (Principal)  
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Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Run, jump, have all the fun you want at the 
right time, but, for heaven’s sake, do not 
commit sin!” 

 – Saint John Bosco 
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2018 Dates for your diary… 

Term 1 – Tuesday 30th January – Friday 13th April 

 Secondary Swimming Program - Wednesdays 14th, 21st, 28th February and 7th March 

 Monday 12th February  from 3.30pm– Primary and Yr.7/8 Information Sessions.  

 Tuesday 13th February – SMMC Swimming Carnival at Jindera Pool 

 Wednesday 14th February – ASH WEDNESDAY. 12pm Mass at St Mary’s, Jindera 

 Thursday 15th February – P&F Meeting 7pm 

 Monday February 19th – Sunday February 25th – Yr.7-12 Retreat Week with Verbum Dei Missionaries 

 Friday 2nd March – Whole School Assembly after 9:15am Mass 

 Tuesday 6th March – RAS Primary Swimming Competition in Wagga 

 Thursday 8th March – BISSA Swimming Competition in Wagga 

 Thursday 15th March 7:30pm – Term 1 Parent Evening with Dr Raymond De Souza 

 Monday 26th – Friday 29th March – Yr.12 Exams 

 Friday 6th – Sunday 8th April – Father/Son Camp at Howman’s Gap 

 Wednesday 11th April – SMMC Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park 

 Friday 13th April -  Whole School Assembly after 9:15am Mass 
Term 2 – Tuesday 1st May – Friday 29th June 

 Friday 11th May – SMMC Cross Country at Jindera Golf Course 11:30am – 2:00pm 

 Monday 14th May – BISSA Cross Country  

 Thursday 21st June – BISSA Athletics at Alexandra Park 
Term 3 – Tuesday 24th July – Friday 28th September 

 Saturday 11th August – Saint Mary MacKillop Gala Dinner 

 Thursday 9th August – RAS Primary Athletics at Alexandra Park  

 Friday 24th August – Yr.9-12 Snow Trip 
Term 4 – Monday 15th October – Thursday 6th December 

 Saturday 27th October – SMMC Annual Fete 

Curriculum Corner – Mr Luke Burton 

In Yr.8 Maths we began the year talking about the qualities of a good learner and the importance of setting up a 
supportive learning environment where everyone feels comfortable in taking risks, making mistakes (and 

learning from them) and asking questions.  I have been most impressed with the way the students have taken 
this on board and their approach to this subject in general. We’re having a lot of fun with everyone working very 

diligently and striving for continual improvement. I am sure these good learning habits will hold them in good 
stead for the remainder of the year. We have been standing on the shoulders of a mathematical giant for our 

first topic which is Pythagoras’ Theorem. He obviously had a lot of spare time on his hands to make such 
incredible mathematical discoveries which we can now use in our lives. This week the students were putting 

the theorem to the test by measuring two sides of a square or rectangle and using the theorem to work out the 
length of the diagonal. Keep up the great work Yr.8s. 

 
 
 



  

 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

It is vital to start teaching young people about virtues and helping form their 
moral conscience from a very young age. From eighteen months of age a child begins to understand 
right from wrong. They also begin to comprehend that there are consequences for their actions. 
 
One of the best ways to do this is through the use of stories which highlight a particular virtue or show 
the opposite vice so children know the consequences of not pursuing the chosen virtue. 
 
When a child does something wrong, many a parent is reminded of a story. “Don't you know the story 
of the boy who cried wolf?” they might ask. The misdemeanour that triggered the telling of the story 
is usually forgotten, but a story and the moral lessons it contains will last a lifetime and be a treasured 
childhood memory. 
 
“Children can learn about heroes and heroism in their reading. They can see, through examples, how 
ordinary people meet great challenges and overcome them. They can meet literary characters and 
historical figures who embody the virtues: judgement, responsibility, personal courage, and self-control. 
A virtuous life is one of adventure.” James Stenson 
 
Reading stories aloud such as 'Aesop's Fables' and 'The Selfish Giant' by Oscar Wilde are great ways to 
help form your child's character and draw closer to them. Embrace these moments to truly be their 
first educator, forming them to be the fine men and women you one day would like them to be. 
 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY- LOVE 
 

The ABCs of The Crusade for Love 
1. Respect Everyone-Christ resides in everyone. Be sensitive to others- they are your 

brothers and sisters. 
2. Think well of everyone- think ill of no one. Try to think something good even in the worst 

circumstance 
3. Always speak well of others-do not cast a slur on anyone. Repair any harm resulting from 

an uttered word. Do not provoke strife between people. 
4. Speak to everyone in the language of love. Do not raise your voice. Do not swear. Do not 

vex others. Do not provoke tears. Reassure others. Show a kind heart. 
5. Forgive everyone everything. Do not hold grudges. Always be the first to extend your 

hand as a sign of reconciliation. 
6. Act always to your neighbour's advantage. Do good things to others, as you would like 
them done to you. Never give a thought to what others owe you, but always to what you 

owe them. 
7. Be actively compassionate in times of suffering. Be quick to offer consolation, counsel, 

assistance and kindness. 
8. Work conscientiously. Others benefit from the fruits of your labour, just as you benefit 

from the labour of others. 
9. Be active in your community. Be open to the poor and the sick. Share your goods. try to 

see the needs of those around you. 
10. Pray for everyone, even your enemies. 

 

Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski (1900-1981) 
 


