
  

 

 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 

This Friday is the last day of term 3 and will be having a special 
assembly that day which will be run by our year 12 students as 
it will be their last day at SMMC. We encourage parents to 
attend the assembly if they are able to.  A farewell Morning tea 
will be held for the year 12’s after the assembly,  parents are 
welcome to stay for this.  
 

This week will be busy at SMMC as Year 12 Activity Week gets 
underway.  We wish the year 12’s an enjoyable last week at 
SMMC and all the best for their HSC exams early next term.  
Our prayers are with them. 
 

We request that you please keep Kateri Byrnes and her family 
in your prayers.  Kateri is quite unwell and has been transferred 
to Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne for further tests and 
treatment.   
 

The 2019 Naplan results have finally arrived and are attached 
to the newsletter.  If you have any queries regarding your 
child’s results, please contact your child’s classroom teacher.  
 

Please make note that the students will return to school on 
Tuesday 15th October for term 4. The staff day has been 
moved from the end of term 4 to the beginning of term and the 
Monday will now be a pupil free day.    
 

We hope everyone has a wonderful holiday and we look 
forward to see you all again for term 4.  
 

Enrolments for 2020 
We are now taking kindergarten enrolments for next year. 
Please contact the school to organise an interview and tour.  
We are aiming to have new kinder enrolments finalised by 
week 4 of term 4, ready for orientation days in the last weeks 
of the term. 
 

Fire Safety Talk 
This Wednesday 25th September we will be visited by the 
Walla Fire Brigade who will make a presentation for both our 
primary and high school students about fire safety. The talks 
will also include a real fire truck! 
 

Careers Night 

The Careers Night for students in years 9-11 will be taking 

place on Wednesday 30th of October, starting at 7pm. We 

are still looking for some parent volunteers who would be 

willing to interview students on the night. 
If you are interested please email Paul Elias for further details 
on paul.elias@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 11 & 12 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent teacher interviews for year 11 and 12 students will take 
place in the hall this coming Wednesday 25th September 
from 6.00pm to 7.00pm.  
 
Lost Property 
Lost property is over flowing with uniform and lunch box items. 
Please collect any items that belong to your family. Any items 
left at the end of term will be given to the second hand uniform 
shop, op-shop or thrown away. 
 

Primary School Play Performances 
The Year two class is performing ‘Wombat Stew’ followed by 
the Year five comedy performances of ‘Cinder…. Really?’ and 
‘Mother Goose’ this coming Thursday 26th September at 
2.00pm.  The plays will be performed in the hall for the Primary 
School.  All parents, family and friends are welcome.  Please 
see the attached flyer for further information. 
 

SMMC Annual Fete 
Thank you to those who have responded to our call for 
volunteers to run stalls. Thank you also to those who have 
started collecting donations from businesses to use as prizes 
on the wheel. Copies of a letter to give to businesses asking 
for donations are available from the office or can be emailed to 
you.  If you are able to help with this huge task, please email 
vera.galvin@smmc.nsw.edu.au prior to approaching 
businesses to ensure that they have not already been asked 
for donations.  Keep selling those raffle tickets! 
 

Signing In/Out & School Hours 
If for any reason your child/children are late for school or need 
to be picked up early, it is required that Parents/carers come 
into the office themselves to sign students in and out. Students 
that are late and not signed in at the office will be marked as 
absent. 
 

Just a reminder that students are not to be at school before 
8:50am or after 3:40pm.  This is for student safety reasons as 
we have no staff on duty before or after those times. Thank 
you for your co-operation in these matters. 
 

Father & Son Camp 
The Father & Son Camp took place over the weekend.  We 
would like to thank Mr Phil Murphy, Mrs Kathleen Horsfall and 
Mr Nathan Dodd for organising the camp as well as Miss Chloe 
Van Der Horst for organising all the administration involved. It 
looks like everyone had a great time!  A photo page is attached. 
 

 
 

Week 10, Term 3                                            Monday 23rd  September, 2019 

Saint Mary MacKillop College Albury 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

 
“Let us always meet each other with a 
smile, because the smile is the beginning of 
love.” 
                              

- Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
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2019 Dates for your diary… 

Term 3 – Tuesday 23rd July – Friday 27th September (10 Weeks) 
 

 Tuesday 24th September - Year 11/12 Kayaking 9am – 1pm 

 Tuesday 24th September – Primary Activities organised by Year 12’s 

 Wednesday 25th September – Year 11/12 Talk at Women’s life Centre 

 Wednesday 25th September – Year 11/12 Community Service 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

 Wednesday 25th September – Fire Safety Talk 

 Wednesday 25th September – Year 11/12 Parent Teacher interviews 6:00pm-7:00pm 

 Thursday 26th September – Captain Speeches 9:15am-10:00am 

 Friday 27th September – Graduation Mass 9:20am-10:15am 

 Friday 27th September – Year 12 Assembly   

 Friday 27th September – Year 12 morning tea  

 Friday 27th September – Last Day of Term 3 
 
Term 4 – Tuesday 15th October – Friday 6th December (8 Weeks) 
 

 Saturday 26th October – School Fete 

 Friday 1st November – All Saints day 

 Saturday 2nd November – All Souls Day 

 Saturday 16th November – Year 12 Graduation  

 Monday 18th – Friday 22nd November – Primary Intensive Swimming 

 Wednesday 20th November – 1:30pm Secondary swimming 

 Wednesday 27th November – 1:30pm Secondary swimming 

 Wednesday 4th December – 1:30pm Secondary swimming 

Netball 

Netball season is now over. Well done to all the girls who played well 
throughout the season.   We also thank Clare Ryan for all her hard work 

organising the netball this year. 
 



LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 
Human Developmental Stages: Montessori/ Cavalletti  

by Dr Gerard O’Shea  

 

 
Introduction: The Preliminary Work of Maria Montessori  

It is now more than a century since the “Montessori Miracle” was first reported from the slums of the San 
Lorenzo quarter in Rome in 1907. “Here flourished unchecked all the evils of subletting, overcrowding, 
promiscuous immorality and other crimes.” Among a group of children who were considered beyond help by 
educational authorities of the time, a young female medical doctor had achieved results that astounded the 
world. The background is described in a comprehensive biography written in 1957 by E.M. Standing.  The 
application of Montessori’s principles had immediate and dramatic effects, which she describe this way:  
I set to work… like a peasant woman who, having set aside a good store of seed corn, has found a fertile 
field in which she may freely sow it. But I was wrong. I had hardly turned over the clods of my field, when I 
found gold instead of wheat: the clods concealed a precious treasure. I was not the peasant I had thought 
myself. Rather, I was like foolish Aladdin, who, without knowing it, had in his hand a key that would open 
hidden treasures.  
 
In his biography, Standing cites a variety of contemporary sources expressing amazement at the results 
achieved. Typical of these was one provided by a delegate sent to investigate the phenomenon from the 
London County Council, Mrs Hutchison. She returned to report so enthusiastic that one of the Council, Sir 
Edward Garnett remarked: “Gentlemen, this is not a report, it is a rhapsody!” 

 
Sensitive Periods  
Essentially, Montessori’s discovery was based on a careful observation of human development and a 
serious attempt to match the needs of the child with their particular developmental stage. She went on to 
describe these stages as “sensitive periods”. Montessori explained this term with reference to the Prothesia 
butterfly, whose egg is laid on the bark where the branch joins the trunk of a tree. The caterpillar, 
immediately after it hatches, is “light sensitive” and this characteristic drives it towards the soft shoots at the 
end of the branch; these leaves are the only ones that it is strong enough to eat at this stage of 
development. As it grows, the light sensitivity fades and at the same time, the caterpillar becomes capable 
of eating the tougher leaves found anywhere on the tree. Montessori’s observations lead her to believe that 
human development has similar characteristics. She claimed that there are particular moments in which 
some developmental tasks can be undertaken with minimal effort and connect with an underlying drive – 
exigencies. Based on this insight, through long and careful observation, Montessori attempted to identify 
the sensitive periods for various necessary stages of learning. Once she had arrived at these broadly 
consistent constructs, her educational method was relatively simple. Identify the child’s current needs and 
the sensitive period in which they found themselves, and attempt to harness this in the education process. 
Whatever the child currently needed should be met with suitable materials and practices to enhance their 
learning. In Montessori’s view, once a sensitive period had passed, it would never return; the chance to 
learn something with ease was gone for good. For example, the sensitive period for the acquisition of 
languages was said to occur before the age of six. This did not mean that languages could not be learned 
after this time but the task would be difficult and laborious by comparison.  

 
 

 
VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER – TEMPERANCE  

 

“There is no difference between knowledge and temperance; for he who knows what is good and 
embraces it, who knows what is bad and avoids it, is learned and temperate.” 

 
- Socrates 

 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1044156?ref=temperance
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