
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 

Well the end of term is nigh! We have completed the 
‘Premiership Quarter’ and are now ready to come home 
with a wet sail in Term 4. Thank you to all the Staff for their 
tireless efforts in doing the best for the students in their 
care. It has been so pleasing walking into classes across 
this term and witnessing the quality learning and teaching 
happening. Thank you to our students for their efforts and 
what they bring to our school also. I am regularly blown 
away by what these students can produce – from artworks 
to written pieces, to complex mathematical equations! 
 

Congratulations to our Yr.11s who completed their exams 
last week. This week they are enjoying some extra 
activities to help them prepare mentally and spiritually for 
Yr.12, which begins for them next term. Thank you to 
everyone involved in coordinating this week. 
 

Yr.11 Parent/Teacher Interviews – Week 1, Term 4 
Please put Wednesday 12th October in your diary if you 
have a student who has just completed Yr.11. Teachers will 
be available to meet with you from 7-8pm on this evening in 
the SMMC Hall to discuss your children’s progress. 
 

Father/Son Camp 
A very exciting trip coming up for us all. A note is attached to 
please get filled in and back to us ASAP. We need a 
commitment in order to finalise numbers and assist in the 
planning process. Looking forward to a great camp. 
 

SMMC Fete 
Keep selling those tickets please! Also don’t forget to get your 
Mystery Bottles in to Mrs Mott as soon as you can. We will be 
having a special Fete Meeting first week back next term – 
Thursday 13th October at 7:30pm. Please get along if you 
are able to. We will also be holding a Working Bee (and 
BBQ!) on Saturday 15th October and doing a big clean up 
and getting ready for the big day – many hands make light 
work! Inside this newsletter is a list of stalls that will be run at 
the fete. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered their 
expertise. If anyone would like to add a stall, you need to get 
in touch THIS WEEK please! We can then get about planning 
stall locations. We will still need more helpers on the day to 
help with the stalls already on the list. Many are needed to 
sell tickets for the wheel, several people will need to man the 
barbecue and some could just relieve anyone who needs a 
break. During the holidays you may be able to pot up some 
plants, look for bric a brac items to send along early next 
term, make mystery bottles and of course continue selling 

raffle tickets. Thank you to Mrs Galvin for her hard work in 
coordinating the Fete – it is a huge task. 
 
Assembly and Adoration 
We will be having Assembly tomorrow after Mass to 
showcase some of our learning. After Recess we will have 
Adoration from 11:20 – 12:45, finishing with Benediction. You 
are very welcome to join us at any time to spend some time 
with the Lord. Confessions will be available during this time 
and run through lunchtime if needed. 
 
Novena 
There will be a Holy Hour and Mass for nine days before the 
feast day of Our Lady of the Rosary on the 7th October to 
pray for all those suffering from religious persecution. It 
Includes rosary, talk, Benediction and Mass. 
Starts: Thursday 5-6 pm 29th September Holy Mass at 6pm. 
Ends:    Friday 5-6 pm 7th October Holy Mass at 6 pm. 
Where:  Holy Spirit Church, Lavington. 
 
Tennis Time 
Jindera Tennis Club is having a junior registration day on 
Sunday the 25th of September 2.00 til 4.00 with a BBQ after. 
Registration fees for the summer competition is $20 per child 
or $40 with a Tennis Polo. Family membership is $80 or $100 
after November. 
 
P&F Cake Stall  
Thank you to all those wonderful cooks we have in our 
community. Your generosity in contributing to our Cake 
Stall is much appreciated. We raised $363 selling 
cakes and sold $40 worth of Raffle Tickets, which is 
pretty good for 3 hrs on a Saturday. 
 
Uniforms 
Term 4 means Summer Uniform, including hats! Please 
contact Anastasia Byrnes if you require any uniform items. 
 
Please note that Term 4 will begin on Monday 10th 
October. We are holding our usual Staff Day at the end of 
the term rather than the beginning. Have a wonderful break 
with your families and we look forward to welcoming smiling 
faces back through the gate to begin the final term for 2016. 
 
God Bless,  
 
Luke Burton  
Principal  

Week 10, Term 3                                                       Thursday 22nd September 

Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6026 3733 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

“Intense love does not measure, it just 

gives.” 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

http://smmc.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:office@smmc.nsw.edu.au


  

 

Dates for your diary… 

 TOMORROW - Friday 23rd September – Assembly after 9:20am Mass and Term Three finishes 
 

 Monday 10th October – Term Four begins for students 

 Wednesday 12th October 7-8pm – Yr.11 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 Thursday 13th October 7:30pm – P&F Fete Meeting (final preparation for our School Fete) 

 Friday 14th October – Sunday 16th October – Yr.12 Sydney Excursion 

 Saturday 15th October 9:00am – SMMC Working Bee in preparation for Fete 

 Tuesday 18th October – Level 1 High School Awards Dinner at La Maison 6:30pm 

 Saturday 22nd October – SMMC Fete 10am – 1pm 

 Tuesday 25th October 7:30pm– Parent Evening with Simon Carrington from Parousia Media. “Keeping the 
Communication Lines Open with our Children”. 

 Tuesday 1st November – All Saints Day. Primary Students dress up as a Saint. 

 Wednesday 2nd November – All Souls Day 

 Monday 7th – Thursday 10th November – Yr.7-10 Exam Week 

 Friday 11th November – Sunday 13th November - Father/Son Camp, Harrietville 

 Monday 14th – Friday 18th November – Primary School Swimming Program at Jindera Pool 

 Thursday 17th November - P&F AGM 

 Tuesday 6th December 7pm – School Presentation Night at SMMC 

 Thursday 8th December – Term Four finishes for students. 12pm Mass to celebrate the Immaculate 
Conception and our school year. 

~ CURRICULUM CORNER ~ Mrs Chris Tingle 

It was exciting to receive a large box of gardening equipment recently as the prize won by SMMC in the 
Fresh Produce Challenge. Challenges are offered for schools to grow some produce, use it and then show 
and tell about it. Murrumbidgee Local Health District organises competitions for schools to promote health 

and wellbeing in school children. 
Students have been busy this term raising seeds such as broccoli, silver beet and broad beans in our mini 
greenhouse with our own seed raising mix. Minestrone, Pumpkin Bread and Vegetable Risotto have been 

mastered in the kitchen. Of course the extra large eggs from the chickens have been very helpful, 
especially in the Lemon Delicious Pudding. 

 



  

 
LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 

 

Highly Effective Families 
 

Stephen Covey, the founder of the “seven habits” management program, passed away earlier this year. He 

left behind a legacy of techniques and inspiration to maintain order and direction in modern society. Even 

though not a Catholic, he was a person of deep faith whose life of service to others is a shining example 

of the virtue based program he founded. Among Stephen's books for management he wrote one with a 

slant on family life with many examples from his own family life with his wife and nine children. 

 

The first “habit” of “highly effective families” is to “be proactive”. To know that we can't just sit back 

and be a victim to the winds of society that whip past us endlessly. Problems and feelings come and go 

but decisions remain. How we acted in a given situation is a lasting legacy. “Between stimulus and 

response, there is a space. In that space lies our freedom and power to choose our response. In our response 

lies our growth and our happiness.” 

 

The second “habit” is to “begin with the end in mind”. It is important not to just live day by day but think 

clearly what your goals in family life are. We need to live out our life as Catholic parents with a clear 

vision of our mission, that of our own personal sanctification and those family members around us. Covey 

comments that many times we may be off course but if we don't have a clear vision in mind we will never 

reach our goal. 

 

The third “habit” is to “put first things first”. It is important to organise family life around those things we 

place as important priorities: regular Mass attendance, prayer, the family meal and conversation times and 

regular one on one time with each family member. Just as effective business managers prioritise their 

responsibilities, so should we as families. 

 

The fourth “habit” is to think, “win-win”. It is easy in a competitive society inspired by the “rat race” to 

see the needs of ourselves and our own families as paramount and coming at the expense of others. Many 

times in family life we need to sit back and really listen to what the needs of those around us are. The best 

solutions to problems in family life are when everybody gets what they want. A bit like the family holiday 

where the needs of every individual is taken into account. 

 

The fifth “habit” is to “seek first to understand...then to be understood”. Certainly we would like to have 

our own thoughts and feelings understood and listened to, but it is not until we really seek to know and 

understand others that we build loving relationships. It is important to understand others and give them 

the feedback they need to feel truly loved. 

 

The sixth “habit” is to “synergise”. In family life this means appreciating the strengths and differences 

that each brings to family life. Dad may be a great organiser and Mum a detail person who makes sure all 

the little things in family life are done well. In respecting and valuing the differences we build a family 

culture that is productive, loving and nurturing. Everybody has different gifts to share and develop. 

 

The seventh “habit” is to “sharpen the saw”. For the family to function effectively they should be 

practising virtue on a day to day basis for the times when bigger problems invariably come. We also need 

to be making sure that personal and family renewal is happening in family life. Lots of joyful celebrations 

and family times to enrich the culture of their own family and those around them. 

 

“Everyone has a family. Everyone can ask, “What is my family legacy?”-Stephen Covey 

  



FETE STALLS 2016     

                                                                                           

CHOCOLATE WHEEL Phil & Donalee Murphy  

BBQ & DRINKS Tocher Family 

CAFE Marcia Saliba 

DONUTS Kevin Tingle 

MILKSHAKES & MINERS RIGHTS Perry Family 

CAKE STALL Annita Bell 

PLANT STALL Chris Tingle 

CRAFT STALL Cathy Moriarty, Nicola Kite 

EMBROIDERED LINEN Therese Mott-Pekolj 

BRIC-A-BRAC Kathleen Horsfall, Terry Josephs 

MYSTERY BOTTLES Tania McLean 

RAFFLE TICKET SALES  

LEGION OF MARY Students 

FACE PAINTING Victoria Costello, Rosalee Murphy 

MINI GOLF Fr Murphy 

PAELLA Kieran Williams 

TUG OF WAR Paul McAlister, Andrew Flores 

SPRING ROLLS Buchanan Family 

FRUIT STICKS Clare Ryan 

CHOCOLATE STALL McAlister & McCrohan Families 

DECORATE GINGERBREAD MEN Green & Wright Families 

HAPPY HOBBIES STALL Year 7/8 girls 

COIN TOSS  

LOLLY GUESS & GAMES/RACES SRC 

BALLOON ANIMALS Horsfall girls 
 

 

If anyone would like to add a stall, you need to 
get in touch THIS WEEK please! We can then 
get about planning stall locations. 
 
We will still need more helpers on the day to 
help with the stalls on the list. Many are needed 
to sell tickets for the wheel, several people will 
need to man the barbecue and some could just 
relieve anyone who needs a break. During the 
holidays you could pot some plants, look for bric 
a brac items to send along early next term, 
make mystery bottles and keep selling raffle 
tickets. 
  



Yr.11 Excursion to Beechworth – by Mr Williams 
 

Yesterday the Year 11 class had an excursion to Beechworth as part of a week of extracurricular activities 
to mark the end of their Preliminary HSC year. Despite the dire weather forecast, the students all braved 
the elements and walked the 6 km track from Woolshed Falls to the Powder Factory, in Beechworth. The 
ground was very muddy and slippery, but luckily the rain held off for us. 
  
Once the walk was finished, we had a wander around the town, then had lunch at the Beechworth Bakery. 
We finished the day with a fascinating Ned Kelly walking tour, led by a man who was almost more 
frightening than the bushrangers he was telling us about. Sadly, we had to cut the tour short to ensure we 
made it back in time for the end of school. All in all, it was a great day, and one which I hope the students 
found worthwhile. Today the students are doing a day of community service, and tomorrow they will attend 
a retreat at Holy Spirit Parish, Lavington. 

 


