
 

 
Dear Members of our Community of Faith, 
 
Today was our first Whole School Assembly.  Well done to all 
the students who received awards. It was great to see all the 
wonderful work our students have been up to throughout this 
term.  
 
We now have access to the front of the school. Students 
waiting for buses will line up under the undercover area next 
to the admin building. Access to office can now be though the 
doors at the front of school. Please remember when picking 
and dropping of your children to park in the spaces closest to 
the school hall around the trees.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped assist in any way on the 
Mother and Daughter camp. The secondary girls and keen 
mums started on a nice bike ride in Beechworth, while the 
primary girls and any other mums made their way to 
Feathertop chalet in Harrietville. It turned out to be a wonderful 
weekend filled with lots of fun.  
Thank you also to all the staff who held a fun activity day at 
school for all the boys and any girls unable to attend the camp. 
Sounded like a very fun day.  
 
Immunisations 
Please make note of a date change for Yr 7 and 10 student 
immunisations. Students will now be given the chance to 
receive immunisations on Wednesday 20th March.   
Please return any immunisation forms back to the office as 
soon as possible.  
 
Parent Evening 
Our next Parent Information Night is on Friday 15th March at 
7:30pm, by Bishop Umbers. Please contact the school by 
email office@smmc.nsw.edu.au  if you are able to attend. 
Bishop Umbers will also be speaking to the students 
throughout the day.  
 
Chickens 
Our School garden has some chooks to give away to a good 
home. A rooster is also available. If you are interested please 
contact Mrs Tingle 0417 685 720 or Mrs O’Brien 0407 070 367. 
 
RAS & BISSA Swimming 
Well done to all our students who represented our school at 
the RAS Swimming on Wednesday 6th March and BISSA 
Swimming on Thursday 7th March. Congratulations to Xander 
Saliba who has qualified to swim in the next carnival held in 
Sydney.  
 

 
 
Kinders 
It has been wonderful seeing the Kinders enjoying their time at 
school this term. As of Week 8 the kinders will start coming to 
school full time. Their first Wednesday will be the 20th of March.  
 
Shrove Tuesday  
Thank you to the SRC for putting on a fantastic breakfast on 
Tuesday. The students really enjoyed eating some delicious 
pancakes before heading off to a big day of learning.  
 
 

Student Arrival/Departure  
Please note that due to no staff on duty until 8.50am, no 
students are to be at school before this time. After school can 
you please ensure all children are picked up by 3.35pm as 
again no staff are on duty after this time.  
 
Early Pick up 
If you wish to pick your children up early from school at any 
time, please sign them out of the office first. A staff member 
willl then go and collect your child from their classroom, and 
meet up back in the office.  
 
Uniforms 
Thank you to all students who have been wearing the correct 
uniform. If for any reason your child/children are out of uniform 
please write them a note. This includes their hats, shoes and 
socks. Hats are now available through the school for high 
school boys. Remember to order any school uniforms as soon 
as possible to ensure they arrive before term 2. Please order 
at smmcuniformshop.com. Some items are also available 
through Lowes. 
 
Lost Property  
Lost property is overflowing! If any of your children are missing 
a uniform item, please check in the box in the hall. A reminder 
again to please put your child’s name on their uniform that way 
we can find the owner.   
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Saint Mary MacKillop College 
197 Urana Street Jindera 2642 
Phone: 02 6045 9422 
Website: http://smmc.nsw.edu.au 
Email: office@smmc.nsw.edu.au 

"The proof of love is in the works. Where 
love exists, it works great things. But when 
it ceases to act, it ceases to exist."  

- Pope St. Gregory the Great 
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2019 Dates for your diary… 

Term 1 – Wednesday 30th January – Friday 12th April (11 Weeks) 

 Friday 15th March – Parent Evening 7:30pm, by Bishop Umbers 

 Monday 18th March – St Patricks day Celebrations – green accessories 

 Tuesday 19th March – Seminarian Visit.   

 Wednesday 20th March – Yr 7 & 10 Immunisations  

 Wednesday 20th March – Kinders Start Full Time.  

 Tuesday 9th April – Athletics Carnival at Alexandra Park. 

 Friday 12th March – Whole School Assembly 

 Friday 12th April – Last Day of Term  
Term 2 – Tuesday 30th April – Friday 28th June 

 Monday 10th June – Queens Birthday 
Term 3 – Tuesday 23rd July – Friday 27th September 
Term 4 – Monday 14th October – Thursday 5th December 

Curriculum Corner – Miss Tania Maclean 

Kinder students have been at school for 23 days and have learned a total of 14 new sounds! Amazing! They have 

settled so well into learning and I very impressed with their organisation and listening! 

This term Kinder are working on a Creative Arts Unit exploring elements of Art using Bible verses from Genesis. This 

term we have explored, how God created night and day and used tone and line to create a Night/Day line drawing. 

Students have also learned the 3 primary colours and connected this learning to the Trinity being 3 persons in one - 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Using the primary colours they painted a fish. The unit has been fun and exciting, 

and being able to use the art room has been a great experience for kinder, too. 

For History, students have also been asked to bring in an item from home that has special significance to their family. 

Some items that have been shared include pictures, a rag doll, clothes and brush and comb sets! Kinder have some 

interesting things to share. 

We look forward to seeing lots more! 
 



 
 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH IN FAMILY LIFE 
 

Lent is a great time to work on our children's character, promoting virtue and banishing vice.  

Firstly, what is character and why bother promoting virtue? James Stenson, the author of 
“Lifeline, The Religious Upbringing of your Children”, defines character as the “sum total of good habits formed in the 

minds and wills”. If virtues are these good habits, then these are what we should be striving for. Vices are bad habits or 

inclinations of the will and these you seek to overcome. How are we to develop these good habits in our children? By 
the day to day loving interaction where the good of the individual and the family as a whole are considered.  

The family is the school of virtue. Within the family a person is loved just for being who they are. A good family desires 
the true best for each of her members aligned with God's design. The family then is the best place for true character 

formation, where love is the motivating force. In the Vatican II document, “The Church in the Modern World” this 

primacy of the family is emphasised, “the family is, therefore, the first school for social human virtues, which societies 
need”. The better job the family does in lovingly forming the character of their children, the better our society will be. 

This Lent aim to work on character. Firstly, remember that your good example in living out a life of virtue is what your 
children will mirror. Encourage your children to practise particular virtues. Give them opportunities to develop fortitude, 

for example, by performing difficult tasks such as long walks or cleaning jobs around the home. Encourage temperance 
during Lent by giving up food they love and keeping it up even when Lent is over. (Now that is a difficult one!) Practise 

Faith during Lent by attending extra Lenten devotions and making an effort to be more reverent. Choose one of the 

virtues each day of Lent and by the end of each week all seven (faith, hope, charity, prudence, justice, fortitude and 

temperance) will have been cultivated in some way. 

Children need to be reminded, each time they fall into vice, of the opposing virtue to strive for. Below is a table from 
“Raise Happy Children, Teach them Virtue” by Mary-Ann Budnik. 

ERASING VICE WITH VIRTUES 

IF YOU STRUGGLE WITH THIS... PRACTICE THIS... 

Treating adults the same as other children... Justice 

Choosing only the easiest tasks... Fortitude 

Eating too many sweets... Temperance 

Making bad decisions... Prudence 

Fidgeting with things while someone is speaking Self-Mastery, Justice, Charity 

Arguing with parents or teachers... Respect, Humility, Self-Mastery 

Leaving clothes and toys around Orderliness, Respect 

Choosing the coolest clothes even if skimpy Modesty, Good judgement 

Giving up on a task when it is difficult Perseverance, Fortitude 

Forgetting to honour God each day Humility, loyalty, charity 

Asking the same question over and over Patience, self-mastery 

Telling only what makes one look good Sincerity, humility 

Dwelling on the negative side Optimism, justice 

VIRTUE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH: TEMPERANCE 

We ought to “live sober, upright and Godly lives in this world” (Titus 2:12) 

 





 


