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Thank you Tom. 
Kathleen and Simon, members of the college board, parents, teachers, students 
and friends of the College. 
 
On the 15th April 1913, a young, Catholic woman gathered around her a small 
group of women dedicated to serving the poor of inner city Sydney. Thus, with 
the assistance of a Missionary of the Sacred Heart priest, Fr Ted McGrath, was 
established Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor. The sisters wore a distinctive brown 
cloak and bonnet in honour of St Joseph and came to be affectionately known as 
the Brown Nurses.  
 
Those paying close attention will know that I am not referring to St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop and the Brown Joeys, but Servant of God Eileen O’Connor of 
Dudley St in Coogee.  
 
Eileen was born in the Melbourne suburb of Richmond on the 19th February 
1892 to Charles O’Connor and Annie Kilgallim. As a small child Eileen suffered a 
severe back injury when the pram she was riding in accidentally over turned. 
Due to a severe curvature of the spine, Eileen stood, at best, 3 feet, 9 inches tall.  
 
Between that and many other ailments, Eileen would become what some might 
call a victim soul. Eileen was in constant and unalleviated pain that frequently 
caused her to lapse into unconsciousness. You would be well-advised to take a 
tea spoon of cement in order to harden up before reading about Eileen’s many 
sufferings. 
 
Despite this, Eileen was indefatigable and, though bed-ridden, somehow 
travelled to Rome, where she met the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XV. A central 
part of Eileen’s story is a visitation by Our Blessed Mother who consoled Eileen 
that her sufferings would bring about great good for many. 
 
Eileen died on 10th January 1921, aged 28. Next year will be her centenary. When 
Eileen’s body was exhumed 15 years later and translated from Randwick 
cemetery to the congregation’s mother house in Coogee, she was found to be in a 
perfect state of preservation. 
 
Eileen O’Connor has the CV of a saint and the cause for her beatification is now in 
full swing, where the Church will make a judgment about Eileen’s heroic virtue 
and eternal destination. 
 
How do we judge the worth of someone’s life? If Eileen were a contemporary of 
ours, I wonder how many instagram followers she would have collected? If she 
strolled down the red carpet at the Oscars, who would have accompanied her, I 
wonder? But, more importantly, who would have designed her gown? 
 



Well, Eileen would have been a valued, indeed cherished, enrolment here at St 
Mary MacKillop College, Albury. Were Eileen our contemporary and commencing 
her studies at SMMC, there are, I believe, 5 ways in which St Mary’s could help to 
make Eileen a saint. 
 

1. First, Eileen’s simple and innocent heart would be permitted to grow and 
flourish, untroubled and undisturbed by worldly aspirations.  

2. Second, Eileen wrote a small book of prayers and advice for her sisters. 
Eileen’s companions had a nickname for her, calling Eileen, Little Mother, 
and so the book’s title is Little Mother’s Meditations. In order for Little 
Mother to write the book and lead her new congregation, she would need 
an education. Students of St Mary’s, like all disciples of Jesus, need a 
quality education if they are to re-infiltrate our nation’s influential 
institutions and professions. 

3. Third, Eileen was a student with special needs. SMMC already contributes 
significant resources to the care and education of students with special 
needs, but I would like to announce that the College will embark on the 
design and implementation of a whole-school strategy that will seek to 
ensure exemplary teaching and learning in this area. 

4. Fourth, Eileen was admirably virtuous; a saint. Is that not what we want 
for our children? What a witness to have the relics of St Therese of Lisieux 
and her parents, Sts Louis and Zelie visit Albury later this term! They 
represent our most dear aspirations for ourselves and our children. To 
this end, Mr Carcarello will shortly speak to the College Character 
Education program. 

5. And fifth, Eileen followed God’s call wherever it led. St Mary MacKillop 
College will help parents to grow an orchard of fruit, but if I were to pick 
one that would speak about the quality of schooling here, it would be 
vocations to the priesthood. We are anticipating the ordination to the 
diaconate of Connell Perry later this year, and, God willing, to the 
priesthood next year. Connell didn’t attend SMMC, but his brother 
Michael, who is also a seminarian, did, and Michael’s sister Rachel will 
give tonight’s College Captain’s address. A great family has helped to 
nurture Michael’s vocation. Which family? This one, here at St Mary’s! The 
Perrys are good too. I would like to offer sincere congratulations to Con 
and Jenette. You are models for us to emulate. Thank you! 
 

Our Lord continues to bring forth new growth. 7 new families enrolled their 
children this year and I have already interviewed two families considering the 
same for next year. We also welcome several new staff members, who I would 
like to introduce you to. 
 
Mr Gary Carcarello is the High School Coordinator and English teacher.  
Mrs Jacinta Wall will be working in special learning needs on Wednesdays and 
teaching Year 2 on Thursday and Friday.  
Mr Stephen Coughlan is the Year 3 class teacher. 
Mrs Heather Cattell is the Year 4 class teacher. 
Mrs Susan Voskulen is the lab assistant. 
Mr Tom Van Der Horst is working as a teacher’s aid. 



 
I would like to congratulate the SMMC class of 2019 whose HSC results were 
truly impressive, a testament to their teacher’s skill, the encouragement of their 
parents and the students’ capacity for hard work. In particular, I would like to 
congratulate Joseph Ryan who, with an ATAR of 94.45, is the 2019 college dux. 
And I invite Joe to come forward to receive acknowledgement of this great 
achievement from Mr/Mrs Horsfall. 
 
Our links with the parish remain as strong as ever, with Frs Murphy, Heffernan 
and Lee all teaching catechetics, ministering the sacraments and giving 
impeccable witness to the priesthood of Christ. 
 
In addition to a dedicated academic faculty, SMMC has introduced a new state-of-
the-art food tech room, and the kitchen garden and Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd are available to more students than ever. St Mary’s is a school where 
exciting things are happening for students from devout Catholic families. 
 
I grew up hearing stories of Mother Mary MacKillop. I believe that those growing 
up now will hear much more of Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor. May Eileen 
intercede for us and inspire us with her words, “And here begin the work of 
heaven”. 
 
 
Ends  


